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S Geſta Romanorum. 
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To the right Honorable and 
vertuous Lady, the . Margaret Du- 


glas, hir grace, Counteſſe of Lineux, Ri- 
chard Robinſon Citizen of London, 
wiſheth long and happie life, in- 
creaſe of honour, and the frui- 
tion of euerlaſting bleſ- 
ſedneſſe. | 


(right Honourable and vertuous 

Ladie) that Poets in times paſt, 

haue beene addicted either to 
profit and pleaſure them ſelues and o- 
thers, either elſe in commune to write 
both ſweet and neceſſary things, for the 
life of their poſteritie. As Heathen Po- 
ets haue had this humour, meriting wor- 
thie fame, in that by their fained imagi- 
nations, they ſemed to fauour & further 
the welfare of humaine life. So other wri- 
ters haue indeuoured,but not all leueling 
by one hue to publiſh their Works, ſome 
after one manner, ſome aſter another, ei- 
ther according as the holy ſpirit of God 


I. 


Hege the POET teſtifieth 


1 


The Epiſtle 

had operation of their harts, either leſs 
as their owne ſingularitie lead them to 
profit and pleaſure them ſelues and o- 
thers, whoſe imperfection, as their age 
could not ſo well diſcerne, but flattered 
hir ſelfe with the nuſled ignorance of the 
time then preſent, ſleeping in abſurditie: 
ſo when it pleaſed y Lord to ſpred forth 
the bright beames of his glorious goſpel 
ouer the nations of the earth,ſfuch as ſas» 
uoured of. the ſpirit of God, haue more 
& more illuminated the ſelues & others 
& ſuch as were blinded in their owne in- 
uentions, beeing nakedly manifeſted to 
the world, haue with t he world bene re- 
duced to ful perfection, and awaked out 
of their dreames,by their poſteritie:wher 
n euen the moſt ancient Poets, Hi- 
ſtoriographers & writers, were they nov 
Iming, they might finde no ſmall occafig 
to reioyce at the good induſtrie of their 
poſteritie, even in theſe dayes where it is 
apparantly extãt, y by ſtudious practitio 
ners of our age, the wor kes of ſundry ad- 
cient authors haue made the moſt fertile 
increaſe of fatlowed groũds by the ſweat 
af others, which their remiſneſſe and 
| umper= 


- Dedicatnrie, 
imperfection had left as waſt ground 
beefore, whereby their fame is more am- 
plified then decreaſed, vertue more ad- 
uaunced then abandoned, and the age 
preſent & henceforth more edified. then 
defrauded of fo noble benifits of knows= 
ledge, and perfection of lyte. 

This as my ſimple 2 by dayly 
experiẽce could comprehend in the tra- 
uailes of others: So reputing it a thi 
acceptable and laudable with God and 
man, I haue wiſhed' ſuch abilitie in mee, 
that T might wade through this ſtreame, 
to the gratefull acceptation'of God, and 
the world. And the rather doe I take 
good courage vnto mee heere in, bee« 
cauſe I haue founde no ſmall gratefull 
good will of ſuch as in this my native 
Countrie, fauouringe vertue and fur- 
thering good literature, haue once or 
twiſe heeretofore accepted my former 
ſlender conſecrated — m ſuch ſort, 
that I agnize my ſelfe more indebted 
to them in power and good will,then 
J am able, or thinke I ſhall bee able to 
performe requitall to their condigne 
demerites . Among whome the try- 

A. ij. ed 


The Epiſtle, 

ed teſtimonie of your honours moſt no- 
ble bountie,hath not a little excited mee 
to the conſideration of my greatefull du- 
tie heerein. And I cannot tell whether 
God giues it mee for my good hap,that | 
I lately had this worke brought mee by 
one,whom I * fauoureth my good 

roceeding in, this pointe . Albeit this 
worke it ſelfe (beefore I toke it in hand) 
was both of umperfe& phraſe in the hi- 
ſtorie, & of indecent application in the 
Moralitie , bearing the title of the Hi- 
ſtory of Geſta Romanorum:which when 
I. had diligently peruſed the circum- 
Nance thereof, I thought it beehooued 
mee ſo to trauaile therein, that I might 
not onely make a ſimple thing better, 
but ſo to handle the ſame, that it might 
gaine mee the better credit for my . 
meaning, And when I had reformed and 
repoliſhed ſo well as I could, the ſeuerall 
biſtories, & corrected the application of 
the Moralitie in many places, I thought 
beſt to adde therevnto (not impertinent 
for better light and farther intelligence 


of the Readers capacitie) a forme of Ar- 
gument 


Dedicatory.. 
gument purpoſed before euery hiſt 
which bike dane, I antieuled i AS 
corde of auncient Hiſtories , videlicet, 
Geſta Romanorum , newly perſued and 
corrected, wherein wiſhing to bee profi- 
ting and pleaſing the beſt, gratefull vnto 
all, and grudged of none, voide of ſcru- 
ple and blemiſh of ſuſpition in euerye 
part, I yeelde the ſame with all humble 
and heartie duety, vnder the Honorable 
patronage and protection of your moſt 
noble & magnificent prerogatiue. Moſt 
humbly crauing pardon of your honour 
for my bolde preſumpt ion, in dedica- 
ting ſo ſimple a trauaile vnto you, and no 
leſſe humbly beſeeching your good La- 
diſhippes thanckfull acceptaunce of my 
vttermoſt good will in preſentatio here- 
of. I hope then to haue the better good 
will of all others, for ſupportation of m 
pretended good meaning heerein. And ſo 
rizht Honourable and vertuous Ladye, 
ſhall I finde manifold cauſes of dutiefull 
reſpenſation what I may, though to dyſ- 
pẽſe I ſhal not be able, yet in good will & 
power, I am & will bee preſt to the vt- 
termoſt performãce of my exacted due- 
ele 


The Epiſtle 
tie. In practiſe & prayer, reſting boun- 
den to all my will willers . Vnto the li- 
ning God ] pray amongſt all others for 
the long and proſperous good eſtate of 
your Honour in this life: And finally for 
your eſtabliſhed felicitie immutable 
in the life euerlaſting, which God 
graunte. Amen. 


Vour Honours moſt humble and 
heartifull bounden Orator, 


Richard Robinſon Ci- 
tizen of London. 
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THE HISTORIE 


of Geſta Romanorum. 


The Argument. 

Mans ſoule is deercly beloued vnto 
God hir Father. And yet for hir ſon- 
dry good graces, ſhe is tempted cf 5 
diuell by i 115 divers meanes, at iij. ſe- 
uerall ages in this mortall lyfe, if ſhe 
reſiſt and ouercome the ſame, ſhe is 
therby adopted to the fruition of ma 
trimoniall joy in heauen,with Chriſt 
the ſonne oi God. 


The | fi ft Hiſtorie, 


N in Rome a mightie Em⸗ 
perour, which had a faire 
=>, creature to his daughter 
Wi named Achalata, whom 
— diuers great Lo2ds and 
many noble Bnights deſired to haue 
to wife. This Achalica was winderous 
ſwift on ſwte, wherefo2e ſuch a law 
was oꝛdained that no man ſhould haus 
hir to wife but ſuch as could out runne 
hir and take hir by lwiftneſſe of fete. 
$nd lo it befell that many came any 
. ranne 


* 
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The Hiſtorie of 
rame with hir, but ſhe was fo ſwiffe 


that na manne might ouerfake hir bx 
courſe of running. At the laſt there 


came a night named Pomeis, vnto hir 
father, and ſaid to him thus. Py Lozd, 


if it might pleaſe you to giue mæ pour 


daughter to wife, J will gladly runne 


with hir. Then laid hir father, there is 
ſich a law oꝛbarned and ſett, that who ſo 
will baue hir to wiic, muſt frif runne 
with hir, i if he faile in his courſe, that 
he ouer take hir not, he ſhali loſe his 
head, and if it foztune him to cucrtake 
hir, than ſhall J wed hir vnto him. 

And when the emperour had told him 
all the per ill that might fall in the win⸗ 
ning ok hir, d knight voluntarily graũ⸗ 
ted fo abide that tcoperdie . Then the 


Linight lette oꝛdaine him thzer balles ok 


gold againſt the running. And when 
thep had begun fo runne a litle ſpace, 
the young Ladie ouer ranne him, than 
the night thꝛew foꝛth beefoꝛe hir the 
fi: ball of gold. And when the damo⸗ 
ſel ſaw the ball, ſhe ſtoped and toke it 
bp, and that while the knight wanne 
betoze hir, but that auapled lypttle, foz 

when 
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Geſta Romanorum, 2 
whan ſhe percetucd that, the ranne ſo 
faſt that in ſhoꝛt ſpace ſhe gat befoꝛe 
him againe. And than he thzew foꝛth 
the ſecond ball of gold, and ſhe ſtoped 
as (he did befo2e to take it vp, x in that 
while the knight wanne befoꝛe hir a⸗ 
gaine, which this poung damoyſcil ſ&- 
ing, conſtrained hir ſelfe and ranne ſo 
faſt till at the laſt ſhc had him at a vaũ⸗ 
tage againe, and was afoꝛe him, and by 
that tyme they were nigh the marke 
where they ſhould abide, wherefoꝛe p 
knight thzew fozth the third ball bees 
foꝛe hir, and like as ſhe had done befoze 
ſtoped downe to take vp the ball, and 
while ſhe was in taking vpy third bal, 
the knight gat afoꝛe hir, and was fir ſt 
at the marke. And thus was ſhe wone. 

The Morall. | 
By this Emperour is vnderſtode 
the father of heauen, x bp this damop⸗ 
ſell is vnder ſtod the ſoule of man, with 
whom many diuels deſired to runne, F 
to deceiue hir thaough their tẽptations, 
but ſhe withſtandeth them mightily and 
ouercommeth them. 


And whan they haue done their power ⸗ 


B. ii. and 


The Hiſtory of 
and map not ſi ed, than makes he th:& 
ballas of goldc,and caſteth them befo2e 
bir in the th2e ages, of man, that is to 
ſay, in pouth, in manhode, and in olde 
age. In youth the diuell caſteth the ball 
of lecherie befoꝛe hir, that is to ſav, the 
deſire of the fleſh, neuerthe leſſe foz all 
this ball, oftentimes man oucrcommeth 


2 


the diuell by acknowlcdaing of his fins | 


bnto god, by harty repentaunce & ames 
dement of life. The ſecond ball is p ball 
of pꝛide, the which the deuill caſteth to 
man in his mãhad, that is fo ſav, in his 
middle age: but this bal, man oftẽtimes 
duercõmeth as he did y firſt, but let hun 
beware of the third ball, which is coue⸗ 
tou mes that the diuell caſteth to man 
ts his olde age, which is dꝛeadfull. Foz 
except a man map overcome this ball 
with thefe other two, hee ſhall leeſe his 
honour. that is to ſap, the kingdome of 
heauf. Foꝛ when man hurneth in cones 
touſneſſe, hee thin teth not on ghoſtly ris 


ches, ſoꝛ euer his hart is ſet on woꝛldlyx 
gods, and reckeneth not of pꝛaiers ne 
of well doeing, and thus leſeeth hee his 
heritage, to the which God hath * 
im 
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3 
him with pis pꝛetious blod, vnto the 
uhich our Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt bzing vs all. 


The Argument. 

As God allotteth d iuers men diuers cal- 
lings & eſtats of liuing in this world, 
ſo is euery man tryed by the rules of 
life & doctrine, whether his prai'e 
agree with his profeſsion, in profiting 

himlelfe without preiudice ot others, 

wherin if he ſo hold himſelfe «orent, 
for ſuch a ſonne, the heauenly, father 
hath planted a tree of heauenly trea- 


ſures, in the life euerlaſting. 


The ſecond Hiſtorie. 
Here dwelt ſemetime in Rome 
a mightie Emperour and a wile 
named Anſelme, which bare in 
his armes a ſheld of ſiluer with five red 
Roſes, This Emperour had iii. lonnes, 
whom he loued much, he had allo cont i⸗ 
nuall warre with the King of Egypt, 


in the which warre he loft all his tems 


poꝛall gods, except a vertuous trec. It 
foꝛtuned after on a dape, that he gane 
batfaile to p ſaid King of Egpt, where · 

B. iii. in 
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in har was gricuoſly wounded, Neners 
theleſſe he obtained p victozy,not with⸗ 
ſtanding he had his deadly wond, wher⸗ 
foꝛe while h late at poynt of death hee 
called vnto him his eldeſt ſonne à laide, 
My molt dere and welbeloued ſonne, 
all my tempoꝛall richeſſe J haue ſpent 
and almoſt nothing is left mer, except a 
bertuous tre the which ſtandeth in the 
middeſt of mine Emppꝛe, J giue to the 
al that is vnder p earth and aboue the 
earth of the ſame tree. Omp reuerent 
Fathcr (quod hee) J thanke you much. 
Then ſajde themperour, call to me my 
ſecond ſonne. Anone his cldcft ſonne 
greatly ioping of his fathers gift, called 
in his bꝛother, and when her came, than 
ſaide themperour. My deere ſonne (quod 
her) {may not make my teſtament foz 
as much as J haue ſpent all my gods, 
except a Tre which ſtandeth in myne 
Emppee, ot the which Tree Jberqueath 
to thr all that is great and ſmall. 
Then anſwered he& and ſapde. Pp re- 
uerent father J thank you much. Then 
ſaid the Emperour, call to mee m third 
ſonne, and ſo it was done. And when her 
was 
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was come, ß Emperour ſaid, Py deere 
ſonne, I muſt die of thele wounds, r J 
haue but onely a vertuous Tre, of the 
which J haue beequethed thy bꝛetherne 
their poꝛcion, and to thaw J bequeth thy 
poꝛcion, foꝛ J will that thou haue of the 
ſaid tre all that is wet and dꝛy. Then 
ſaide his ſonne. Father J thanke you. 
Sone after that y emperour had made 
his bequeſt he died. And p elde ſt ſonne a⸗ 
none toke ſeaſon of the tree When the 
ſecond bꝛother heard this, her ſaide. My 
bꝛother, bp what law oz tytell occup 
pee this tree. Dere rbꝛother (quod her 
Joccupp it by this title, mp father gaue 
me all that is vnder the earth 4 aboue 
of the ſaid tree, t therfoze by reafon this 
tr is mine. Unknowing to the, quod 
the ſecond bꝛother, he gaue mee all y is 
in bꝛedth, lẽgth, dæpnes, of y ſaid tre, 
t therefoꝛe J haue as great right in the 
tre as you. This hearing y third ſonne 
tame fothe ſaide.O pe mp beſt belou'd 
bꝛetherne, it behoucthyou not fo ſtriue 
foʒ this tr, foꝛ as much right haue Jin 
this tree as pre,fo2 wel ve wot by plaw, 
that p laſt wile teſtamẽt ought to lad, 
B.iiii. foʒ 
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fo2 of truth hie gaue me of the ſaid tra 
all that ts wet and dꝛpe, and fherefoze 
dy right p tre is mine, but foꝛ as much 
as pour woꝛds are of great foꝛce, ⁊ mine 
alfo,my counſqile is that we be iuſtiſied 
by reaſon,fo2 it is not god noꝛ commen⸗ 
dable that any rife oꝛ diſſencid ſhould 
bee among vs. Here berſide dwelleth a 
king of reafon,therefoze to auoid ſtrife, 
goe wer there vnto him, and eche of vs 
late his right be fo:e him, and like as her 
will iudge, lette vs ſtand to his indaes 
mtt. Then ſa:d his bꝛethꝛen, this coun⸗ 
ſaile is god, wherefoꝛe they went all 
thꝛee vato the King of reaſon, and eche 
ok them ſenerally ſhewed fw2th his right 

bato him, like as it is ſaid berfoꝛe. 
When the King had heard their ti⸗ 
tles, he rehearſed them all againe fene- 
rallp, firſt ſaping to the eldeſt ſonne 
thus. Thou ſaifk foz thee, quod the 
Ning, that thy father gaue the all that 
is vnder the earth and aboue the earth 
of the ſaid Tre, And to the fecond 
bꝛother he bequethed all p is in bꝛedth, 
length, and deepncs,of that tree. And to 
thethirdbzothcr he gaue all p is wette 
| and 
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and dꝛy. And with that he layd p law 
fo2 them, + ſaide that the laſt will ought 
to ſfand. Now my deere ſonnes, bꝛiele⸗ 
ly J ſhall ſatiſfie all your reaſons. And 
when he had thus ſaid, he furned him 
vnto the eldeſt bꝛother, ſaping thus. My 
dere ſonne, it pou liſt to abide the iudg⸗ 
ment, ot right it behoueth pou to be let⸗ 
ten bloud of the right arme. My Lozd, 
quod he, pour will ſhall be dene. Then 
called the king foꝛth a diſcræt Phiſiti⸗ 
on, commaunding him to let him bloud. 
Mhen the eldeſt ſonne was thus letten 
blood, the king ſaid to them all thꝛee. My 
deere ſonnes, quod her, wher is pour fa- 
ther buried. Then anſwered thep and 
ſaid: Foꝛſoth my Loꝛd in ſuch a place, 
Anone the Ring rommaunded to digge 
in the ground foz the bodp, and to take 
a bonne out ofhis bzeſt, and to bury the 
body againe, t ſo it Was done. And when 
the bonne was taken out, the king com⸗ 
maunded that it ſhould bee lated in the 
blod of the elder bꝛother, and it ſhould 
lie till it had receiued kindly the blood, 
and then to ber lated in the Sunne and 
dꝛied, and after that it Gould ber waſht 

18. v. with 


The Hiſtory of 
with cleere water, his ſeruants fulffl- 
led all that he tkommaunded. And when 
they beegan fo walh, the blood vaniſhed 
cleane away, Mhen the king law this, 
hee laid to the ſecond ſonne. Jt bechoucth 
that thou bee letten blodas thy b2other 
is. Then ſaid her. My Lo2d thy will ſhall 
be fullfiled, and a non hee was done unto 
like as his bꝛother was in all thing, e 
whe thep began to waſh p bone, the blod 
vaniſhed away. Then ſaid p king to the 
third ſon. Py deer child it behoneth thee 
alſo to bee letten blod. Ye anſwered e 
ſaide. My Toꝛd if plealeth me well (a 
to bee. Wlhen the pongeſt bzother was 
lette blood, t done vnto in all thing like 
as his two bꝛetherne were befoze, whe 
the kings ſeruaunts began to walh the 
bone, thepmight neither foꝛ walhing ne 
foꝛ fretting doe away p blod of p bone 
but euer it appeared blody. When ths 
king ſaw this he ſatde: It appeareth o⸗ 
penly that thts blod without doubt is 
of the nature of this bone, thou art his 
true ſon, ⁊ theſe other two ben baſtards 
J giue to the the tree fo2 cuermoze. 
The Morall 
Deere 
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Dere friends this Cmp:rour is our 
Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt which bare a ſhield of 
filuer with fiue red roles, that is fo ſay, 
his body y is ſo faire, ſo cleerc,tmoze ras 
dient thẽ anp ſiluer, accoꝛding with the 
Pſalmiſt ſaying thus. Specioſus forma 
pre fil ijs hominum. That is to ſape, hee 
was mo2e ſpeciall & fairer of ſhape the 
all the chudꝛen of men. By theſe b. roles 
wee vnderſtand his v. wounds, which hee 
ſuffered fo2 mankind. And by the Ling 
of Egipt wer vnderſtande the diuell, a⸗ 
gainſt whom her fought all y time of his 
life, t at the laſt he was flaine foꝛ mans 
kinde. Neuertheleſſe, beefoꝛe his death 
he made his teſtament to his iii. ſonnes. 

By the firſt to whom hee gaue of the 
Tre that was vnder the earth e abone 
the earth, wer ſhal vnderſtãd ſuchmighs 
tie men & others, ok all eſtates of this 
world, as not cotent with their calling 
ſekes ambiciouſip y ſubuerſis of others 
to magnitie and cralf them ſelues. 

By the ſecond ſonne to whom he gaue 
the tree in length, bꝛedth and deepneſſe, 
wee vnderſtand ſuch woꝛldly wiſe men 
in this Moꝛlde which in their ſubtill 

attempt 
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attempt to winne all, lwſe all. 
The Morail, | 

¶ By the third ſonne, to whom he gaue 
all that was wette and d2y of the tre, 
we ſhall vnderſtand cuery god chꝛiſti⸗ 
an pance,noble inan,mateſtrat.oz meas 
ner perſon, in cucry.common wealth 
where ſo euer, which ( eſcyewing all am⸗ 
bit ion 4 couetoulneſſe) holdeth him felfe 
content with the pꝛouidence of GOD, 
and in his owne calling laboureth fim-s 
ply and truelp to doe god vnto all men, 
pra though nowe and then themlelucs 
ſiſtainc iniur ies in the woꝛld, ſuſfer ing 
now pouertie, then trouble, now ſolace, 
then care, now cold, then heate, and all 
this they recciued thankfully, to bane 
this noble træ that was thus begquethed 
them. This tree is the tre of Paradiſe, 
that is to ſap, euerlaſting toy of heauen, 
which is giuen to vs all, if wee take it 
thankfully, neuerthelelſſe it is heauen 
in dinerſe wiſe, 4 not egallp, fo2 ſome 
hath mo2e, 4 ſome hath leſle, after that 
mcaſure of Gods god grace. Thts not⸗ 
withſtanding eucry man obtaincth not, 


ther loze it behoueth the to go onto the 
king 


e eee 
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king of reaſon, that is to ſay, bnfo the 
father of teauen, that knoweth all thing 
oꝛ they be made. The ficlt ſõne was les 
blond, and in his blod the bone was 
weapped. By this bone we ſhall under⸗ 
ſtand our i rong faith in Chꝛiſtes mes 
rites. And by the blod the liuelp and 
kruitfull ſappe of god wozkes pzccee» 
ding out of the ſamo. ZWhich are rare 
thingcs to be found in thoſe that ſecke 
their own: pꝛiuate gaine to liue, car ing 
not how they come by it by boke oꝛ by 
tcroke, to the pꝛeiudice of others, which 
whan they are let blod Ly. the carpe 
Lance of gods Juſlite, though it bee 
ſtabliſhed with dune pꝛedꝛeation and 
made dip with the Sunne of outward 
2ofi:Mon : pet being walht with the 
water of ſwclling pride, mallis,onme, 
wꝛat h, and ſuch other, than the ſtrong 
faith in Thuſtes merits; is as though 
we had neuer receiued it, and the liue⸗ 
Ip and fruit full ſappe of god wozkes, 
hath no power to tarry vpon it, but vas 
niſheth a wap. And thus fareth it, with 
thoſe tw.p, the firſt and lecond tonnes; 
But the third ſonne being cotrary vn⸗ 
E 


The Hiſtorie of 


fo the other in pꝛofeſlſion and p2artile of 
life and maizrs, be he Pꝛince. noble 
man magiſtrate oꝛ meane perſon, vpon 
earth. The bone of ſuch a man will e⸗ 
uer bc firme of faith inhunſelf and tos 
wards othcrs,fro ſuch a mans bone 5 
blood of lively fruits,tohimſelfe and all 
others pꝛoſitable, will neuer be walhed 
away with the water of wꝛetchednes. 
But the moꝛe it is dꝛped in the Sunns 
of true tryall, the better it is, ſuch are 
the true chudꝛen of od, of whome our 
Lo2d ſpeaketh thus. Pe the which haue 
foꝛſaken all thing foꝛ me: all, that is to 
ſay, pe that haue foꝛſaken the will of 
ſinne, ſhall receiue an hundꝛeth tymes 
moꝛe, yᷣ is to ſay, ye ſhall not onely re- 
ceiue the tree of Paradiſe, but alſo 5ᷣ he⸗ 
ritage of heauen. Theſe two other ſons 
are baſterds, ſoꝛ why, p they pꝛomiſed 
in their baptiſme they wꝛought all the 
contrary, though their wicked lining, 
And therfo2e be that deſireth fo obtaine 
the iopes of heauen, him behoueth toa⸗ 
bide ſtedlaſtly in pꝛofeſſion pꝛactiſe of 
god life z maners, then by Chꝛiſt ſhall 
he obt aine the tree of Paradiſe, vnto the 

which 
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which the Loꝛd bzing vs which liueth 
and reigneth eternally wozld without 
ende. Amen. 


The Argument. 
God ſo loued ſinfull man, that he ſent his 
onely begotten ſon to redeeme him out 
of the captiuitie of the wicked world, 
to reſt with him in the ioy es of heauen, 


The third Hiſtorie, 

JN Rome there dwelled ſome time 
a noble Emperour named Diocle ſian, 
which aboue all woꝛldly ga ds loued the 
vertue of charitie, wherfoze he deſired 
greatly to knowe what fowle loued hir 
birds beſt, to the intent that he might 
thereby grow to moꝛe perfect charitie. 
It foꝛtuned after vpon a dap, that this 
Emperour walked to the foꝛeſt to take 
his diſpoꝛt, wher as he found the neaſt 
ok a great bird (that is called in latin 
Struthio Camely, in Engliſh an Oi- 
ſtridge) with hir bird, d which bird, the 
emperour toke w him, t cloſed him in a 
veſſel ofglaſſe. The dam of this lit le bird 
followed after vnto yemperours place, 

and 


The Hiſtory of 

and flew into the hall where hir birde 
was cloſed. But when ſhe ſawe hir bird, 
and might by no meanes come to hir, 
ne get her out, ſhee returned againe to 
the foꝛeſt, there the abode thꝛee dates, 
and at the laſt ſhee returned againe to 
the Pallys, bearing in hir mouth a 
woꝛme that is called I humare.dahan 
ſhe came where hir birde was, ſhee let 
the woꝛme fall vppon the glaſſe, tho- 
rough vertue of which wozme,y glallle 
bꝛake, and the bird eſcaped, and flew 
fo:th with his dam. 

Than the emperour ſawthis,he pꝛai⸗ 
ſed much the dam of the birde, which 
fo diligently labourcd fo2 the delius⸗ 
taunce of hir byzd. 


The Morall 


af hy friends, this Cmperour is the fa- 
ther of Heauen, Which greatly loueth 
them that line in per led loue and charts 
tie. This lit le birde cloſed in the glaſſe 
t taken from the foꝛeſt, was Adam our 
fo2cfather, which was exiled fro out of 
Paradice, ſ put in the glaſſe, that is to 
ſay in hel. This hearing the Dam of 5 

bped 
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by2d, that is to wit, the ſonne of God 
deſcended from heanen and caine fo the 
foꝛeſt of the woz!d, and liued ther th:& 
dapes and moꝛe, bearing with him a 
woꝛme, that is to ſay, mand acco2-s 
ding with the plalmiſt ſayinx. Ego ſum 
vermis & non homo. That is to ſap, J 
am a woꝛme and no man. This mans 
hod was ſuffered to be ſlaunne among 
the Jewes, of whoſe bid the veſſel! cy 
ternall was bꝛoken, andthe byzd went 
out, that is to ſaye, Adam went fw2th 
with his mother the ſonne of God and 
flew vnto heauen. ; 


The Argument, 


TA cleane ſpirite and vndefiled ſoule, 
is tlie daughter of God ſo tender and 
deere vnto him, that he beſtoweth hir 
not vpon the rich man wanting the 
vviſdome of God, but vpon the poore 
manne that is wiſe and liueth in the 
feare ot God, hich if ſhe at any time 
tranſgreſſe by frailtie of fleſn, than for 
the recouery of hir health by the me- 
dicine of amendement of ly te, to ſuch 

a one 
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a one though poore, ſhall his ſoule be 
not onely in this lyfe eſpouſed with 
much ſolace & ioye ech of other, but 

in the world to come ſhall liue with 

Chriſt in ioy and euerlaſting bliſſe. 


The fourth Hiſtorie. 


Omet ime dwelled in Rome a woꝛ⸗ 
thy Emperour and a wyle, which 
had a fay2e daughter and a gracious in 
the ſight of euerp man. This emperour 
beathought him on a dave to whome he 
might giue his daughter in marriage, 
ſaying thus. If J giue my daughter to 
a rich man, and he be a ſwle, then is ſhe 
loſt, and il I giue hir to a poꝛe man and 
a wittie, than map he get his liuing fog 
him and hir by his wiſedome. 

There was that time dwelling in the 
titie ot Rome a Philoſopher named So- 
crates,pw2e and wiſe, which came to the 
Emperour & ſapde. Mp Lord diſpleaſe 
pou not though J put fozth my peticion 
befoꝛe your highnes. Themperour ſard, 
whatſocuer it pleaſcth the tell fozth. 
Then layd Socrates: Pp Loꝛd pe haue 
a 
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a daughter whome J deſire abone all 
thing. Themperour anſwered and ſaid. 
My friend, J ſhall giue ther my daughter 
to wife vpon this condicion, that if ſhe 
dye in thy feloſhip after that ſhe is wed⸗ 
ded to ther, thou ſhalt without doubt leeſe 
thy head. Then ſaid Socrates, Upon this 
condition J will gladly take hir to bee 
my wife. Themperour hearing this, let 
tall fozth all the Loꝛds and ſrates of 
his Emppꝛe, and made a great feaſt at 
their wedding. And after the feaſt So- 
crates led home his wife to his owne 
houſe, where as they liued in peace and 
health long time. But at the laſt this 
Emperours daughter ſickned to death, 
when Socrates perteiued this, he ſaide 
to himſelfe. Alas and wo ko mee, what 
ſhall J doe, and whether ſhall J fle, 
if the Cmperours daughter that is my 
wife ſhould dye: and foz ſozrow this 
Socrates went to a foꝛreſt there beſide 
and wept bitterly. The while he thus 
wept and mourned, there came an a 
ged man bearing a ſkaffe in his hande, 
and aſked the cauſe of Socrates why he 
mourned, Socrates anſwered and ſapd. 

C. ii. I 
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J wedded themperours daughter bpon 
this condition, that if the died in my fe⸗ 
loſhip. J hould leeſe my lyfe, now thee 
ts ſickned unto the death, 4 J c infind 
no remedie noꝛ help, and therefo2e J 
mourne moze than any creature can 
tyinke. Then laide the olde man, be of 
god comfo2t, foꝛ J ſhall help vou if pee 
will doe after my counſeil. In this fo2s 
reſt be thꝛee herbes, if pe make a d2unk 
of the firſt to pour Wife, 4 of the other 
two a playſter, and ifſhe-vſe this medi⸗ 
cinall dzincke and plaiſter in due time 
without doubt ſhe ſhall recouer to per⸗ 
fect health. Socrates fulnlicd all as the 
olde man had taught him. and whã his 
wiſe had vied a while that medicinall 
d2inke and plaiſter, within ſhozt tyme 
ſhe was perfectly whole of all hir ſicke⸗ 
neſſe And when the Emperour heard 
that Socrates wꝛouaht ſo wiſcly, and 
how diligently he laboured fo2 to heale 
his wife, de pꝛomoted him to great digs 
nitie and woꝛſhip. 


The Morall. 


Deere kriendes this Emperour is 
our 


. 9 
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our Lo2d Jeſu Chult, his daughter ſo 
fapꝛe and lo gracious is the ſoule, made 
to the ſimilitude of God, which is full 
gracious t gloꝛious in the ſight of him 
and of his Angells, while that ſhe is 
not defilcd and abideth in hir owne pꝛo⸗ 
per cleanneſſc. This ſoule God would 
not giue it to a rich man but to a pw2e 
man, that is to ſap, a man that is made 
of the lrme of the carth. 

This Socrates is a poꝛe man, foꝛ why, 
eucry man commeth poꝛe r naked into 
this woꝛld from his mothers belly, e⸗ 
uerp man taketh his ſoute in wedlocke 
vpon ſuch condition, that if ſher die inhis 
felowihippe by deadly ſinne, without 
doubt he ſhall lo ſe eternail life. 

Therefoꝛe O thou man, if thy wife 
ſicken ſo thꝛough frailtie of fleſh vnto 
finne, doe then as Socrates dpd, goe 
bnto the foꝛreſt, that is the Church of 
Chꝛiſt and thou ſhalt finde there an old 
man with a ſtaffe, that is, a diſcreef 
pꝛeacher, which ſhall miniſter vnto ther 
thoſe tha hearbes, whereof map bee 


confect the medicine of thy recouery vn⸗ 


to "I namely the firſt-herbe is ac⸗ 
C.iii. knows 
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knowledging of ſinne,the ſecond repens 
faunce,and the third newnes of lpte acs 
co2ding to the will of GOD, it theſe 
hearbes be vſed in plaiſter, the ſinner 
without doubt (hall receiue his health, 
and his ſoule ſhalbe deliuered from ſin, 
t by all right he ſhall haue euerlaſting 
Ipfe. Unto the which bꝛing vs our Lozd 


Jeſus. 

The Argument, 

Many foliſh Idiots of this world doe 
commonly flow & flote in abundance 
of worldly wealth & pomp, with thin- 
king they ſhall liue heere alwaies, are 
labored ynto by the preachers of gods 
word to be — wr of their mo- 
mentany felicities, and ſo to prepare 
themſelues in beſtowing well theyr 
ſhort time heere, to enioye the bleſ- 
ſings of euerlaſting felicitie in the 
world to come. 


The fift Hiſtory. 
Ometime there raigned in Rome 
Ja mightie Emperour and a wyle, 
named Frederike, which had one 
onely ſonne, whome he loued much. 
This 
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This Emperour when hee laye at the 
point of death, he called vnto him his 
ſonne, and ſapde. Deere ſonne, J haue a 
ball of Gold which J giue ther vpon my 
bleſſeing, p thou anone after my death 
thalt giue it to the moſt fle that thou 
maieſt finde. Then ſaide his ſonne. My 
Loꝛd without doubt pour will (hall bee 
fulfilled. Anone this poung Loꝛd after 
the death of his father, wet 4 ſought in 
many Realmes & found many rechlelle 
folcs,bicauſe he would ſat il ſie his Fas 
thers will, laboured farher til hee came 
into a realme where the law was ſuch, 
that euerie peere a new king was cho⸗ 
ſen there, and this King had onelp the 
guiding of that Realme but a pere, and 
at the peres ende hee was depoled and 
put in exile in an Jlande, where as he 

ſhould w2etchedly ſiniſh his life, 
Whenthe Emperours ſonne came to 
this Realme, the new King was cho⸗ 
ſen with great honour, and all maner 
of Muſical inſtrumẽts went befoze him 
and b:ought him with great reuerence 
and wozſhip vnto his regall (cave. 2nd 
when the Emperours ſonne ſawe that 
C. iiii. her 
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he came vnfo him and ſalufed him re⸗ 
uerentlip and ſaid. My Lo2d,loc, J giue 
the this bail of gold, on my fathers bes 
halte. Then [aide he, J pꝛape thee tell 
mx the cauſe whp thou giueſt me this 
ball. Then anſwered this young Lo2d 
and ſaid. $y father charged mee in his 
deaty bedde vpon paine of foꝛfaiting of 
his bleſſeing, that I thould giue this ball 
to the molk 'wle that J could find, wher⸗ 
foꝛe J haue ſought many Nealmes, and 
haue found many fwles, neuertheleſſe 
a moꝛe fate then thou art, found J ne⸗ 
uer.,ttherefo:c this is the reaſon, It is 
nok vnknown to thee v thou ſhalt raign 
but a pere, and at the parcs end thou 
ſhalt bee exiled into ſuch a place where 
as thou ſhalt die a miſcheuous death, 
wherfo2e J hold the foꝛ rhe moſt fole 
that euer J found, that fo2 the Lo2d- 
ſhip of a pere, thou wouldeft ſo wilfully 
leſe thy felfe, and therefo2e befoze all 
other, J haue giuẽ thee this ball of gold. 
Then ſaide the king, without doubt 
thou laieſt truth, and therefoꝛe when J 
am in ful power of this realme, 1 ſhall 
ſend beſozer me great treaſure and — 
ches 
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thes whercwith J may line ꝭ ſaue mp 
ſeile from milſchctions death, when J 
ſhal be extlcd ⁊ put dounc. And io this 
Was done, whertoae at the yarres ende, 
he was criicd and tued there in peace, 
vpon ſuch gods as he had {cnt beio2c,t 
hee died alter ward a gad death. 


The Morall. 


¶ Dere friends this Emperour ie the 
father of heauen, the which bequcthed 
the ball, that is to ſayc, woꝛldly riches 
to foles & ydiots, which ſauoureth no⸗ 
thing but that is earthly. This Em⸗ 
perours ſonnc, that is to ſap, a pꝛeacher 
and a diſcreet miniſter, trauailed about 
many Realms # lands to ſhew to miſ⸗ 
beeleeuing men and foles, thepz erill. 
The Reame wherein no Bing might 
reigne but a pœre 1s this world. Foz 
who ſo had liued an hund ꝛod peere, when 
he commeth to the death hum ſha! ſecme 
that hee hath liued but the ſpace of an 
houre, thcrefc:e doe as the Ring did, 
while that pee bee in power of life ſende 
befoze you pour treaſure, that is to ſay, 
C. b. firme 
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firme faith in Chꝛiſtes mer ite, and the 
fruits of Gods woꝛd p2oceeding from 
the ſame . Then certainelp when wer 
bee put in exile out of this woꝛld, we ſhal 
ine in peace, ſhall finde the mercy of 
God plentifull, wherby wee ſhal obtain 
euerlaſting life. Unto the which bꝛing 
vs, hee 5 foꝛ vs ſhed his pꝛecious blod. 


The Argument. 
The euill diſpoſed whcked wiſe men of 
this world are heere aduertiſed of their 
ercedie groping aſter the ſweet temp- 
tation of the diuel, wherein ſuch doe 
reioyce, till death comming ſodaynly 
vpon them, then fall they into the hor- 
rible pitte of deſolate darckenefle, due 

to their deſerts. 8 

The ſixt Hiſtorie. 
¶ Diocleſian reigned in pcitte of Rome 
in whole empire dwelt a noble Philoſo⸗ 
pher, the which ſette vp by his craft an 
pmage in the middeſt of the Citie of 
Rome, the which pmage ſtrethed out 
his arme and his foꝛmoſt finger, wher⸗ 
bppon ſtode this poſie wzitten in Las 
tine, Percute hic. Strike here. This 
mage 
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pinage after the death of this Philoſos 
pher ſtode ſtill a long time, and many 
great clarkes tame thether foz to read 
the ſuperſcription that was on the fin⸗ 
ger, but none of them vnderſtode what 
it ment, wherfoze ther was great won⸗ 
dꝛing among the people. And at the laſt 
à long time after there came a ſtrange 
clarke out of farre countries,and whe 
her ſaw this ꝑmage, he read p ſcripture, 
ſtrike heere. 

And then vpon a dap whe he ſaw the 
ſhadow of p hand, he toke a mattocke 
t bꝛake vp the ground vnder the hand 
where the ſhadow was, acco2ding to 
the vnderſtanding of the ſuperſcripti⸗ 
on, and anone he found an houſe all of 
Marble vnderncath the ground, wher⸗ 
in heentred and came into a hall, wher⸗ 
in hee found ſo much riches, ſo manie 
Jewells, and ſo great maruailes, that 
he neuer ſaw ne heard of ſuch, noꝛ ſo ma 
ny beetoꝛe that time. At the laſt he ſaw 
a table redy couered, and all maner of 
things necrſſarp therto ſet there vpon. 
De beheld further and law a car bũcle 
in n the hall p lightened all p houſe. And 

ag ainſt 
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Againſt this Carbuncle on that other 
ſide ſtude a man holding in his hand a 
bow with an arow ready to ſhote. The 
clark maruatled much when he law all 
theſe things, und thought in himſelke, ik 
that J tell this foꝛth, ther will no man 
beleeue me, and therefoꝛe J will haue 
ſomewat of theſe godes in token of 

zwe. And with that he law a knife 
of golde vpon the table, the which he 
toke and would haue put it in his bw⸗ 
ſome. But anon the Archer ſmote the 
Carbuncie and bꝛakc it, wherewith the 
whole houſe was ſhadowed and made 
darke. And when the clarke perteiued 
it, he wept moꝛe bitterly then any man 
might thinke, foꝛ he tincw not by what 
way he might goe out, foꝛ as much as 8 
honſe was made darke thꝛough p bꝛea⸗ 
king of the carbuncle. and that darknes 
abode ſtill fo2 cucrmo2e after. And ſo 
finiſhed the clarke his life there in that 
darknellc. 


ne Morall. 
Deere kriends this pmage fo ſfanding 
is p dꝛuel which ſaith cucrmoze Strike 
here 
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hrere. That is to lay,ſeke after earthly 
riches, and not foz heauenlv treaſure. 
This clarke that diggety with p mat⸗ 
tocke, betokneth the wicked wiſe men 
of this world, as ſome euill diſpoſcd 
pleaders in the law, crafty atturnepes 
and other wicked woꝛldlungs that euer 
be ſmiting, what by right and what by 
wꝛong, ſo that they may get the vani⸗ 
ties of this world, and in their mit ing 
they finde great wonders & maruails, 
that is to ſap, thep finde therein the do⸗ 
lathts of the world, wherin many men 
retopſeth. The carbuncle that giueth 
light is the youth of man, which giucth 
hardincs to take their pieſure in woꝛld⸗ 
ly riches. The archer with his arrow 
is death, which laicth watch againſt 
man to lay him. The clarke that foke 
bp the knife is cuery woz2ld!p man that 
couetcth euer to haue all thing at his 
will. Death ſimiteth the carbuncle, that 
is to ſap, pouth, ſtrength and power of 
man, t than lpeth he wꝛapped in darke- 
nes of ſinne, in which darkinfle often- 
tymes he dpeth. Therefoꝛe ſtudie wee 
to flee the world and his deſircs, and 

then 
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then ſhall we bee ſure fo winne euer⸗ 
laſting life, vnto the which Jeſu bzing 
vs ail. Amen. 


The Argument. 

We are generally here put in mind that 
che diuell beſecging y world, our cham 
pion Chriſt Ieſus is ready to take our 
quarell in hand, who defending & ſa- 
uing vs from the inuaſion & circum- 
uention of ſathan, is yet accuſed for vs 
as a tranſgreſſor, and is for our ſakes 
moreouer, content to ſuffer death for 
out full iuſtification. 


The ſeuenth Hiſtory, 

J Rome dwelled ſometime a migh⸗ 
tie Cmperour named Titus, a wiſe man 
t a diſcrete, which oꝛdained in his daies 
ſuch a law, that what knight dyed in his 
empire, ſhould be buried in his armour, 
and who ſo euer pꝛeſumed to ſpoile anp 
knights armour after he were dead, he 
ſhould die without any withſtanding oz 
caineſaying. 

It befell after within fewe ye&res 
that a citie of the Cmpire was _—_— 
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of themperours enemies, wher foꝛe that 
Citie was in perill of læſing, foꝛ none 
that was wityin that Citie might not 
defend themlelues by no maner of craft, 
therefoꝛe great ſoꝛrow 4 lamentation 
was made thꝛough out all the Citie. 
But at the laſt within few daycs there 
came to the Citte a poung night and 
a well fauozed, valiaunt in feates of 
Armes, whore the wozthp men of the 
Citie beholding, and vnder landing his 
pꝛowelle, cryed with one vopce. O thou 
molt noble Knight, wer beſeech thee if it 
pleaſe thy woꝛthineſſe to help vs now at 
our moſt neede, lo pe map ſee this Citie 
is in perill of leeſing. Then anſwered 
he and ſapd. Se pe not ſirs, that J haue 
none armour, and if J had Armour J 
would gladly defend your Citie. This 
hearing a mighfie man of the citie ſayd 
fohim in ſecrete wiſe, 

Sir, heere was ſometime a doughtie 
knight which now is dead t buried with 
in this citie accoꝛding to the law, x if it 
pleaſe pou fo take his armour ye might 
defend this citie © deliuer vs fro perill. 
any 


The Hthorte of 


and that (hail bee honour vnfo yon and 
p20%t Into all the Cinpyze, 

When this young knight had heard 
this, he went to the graue and toke the 
armour and arapedhunſelfe therwith, 
+ ſought mightelp againſte his enimies, 
and at the laſt he obtained and had the 
victoꝛp, and daltuered the citie krom pers 
ill and whan he had ſo done, her layd 5 
Arniour againe tn the graue. There 
were ſome menne in the Citie that had 
great indignation and enuie at him, bp- 
cauſe he had obtamed the vinozte, and 
actuſed him to the Judge, laing thus 
Sy: a law was made by themperour 
that Wholocuer dupoiled adead Knight 
of his Armour ſhould dye, this young 
Jnvht icund ad ad Umght à foke as 
way his à maur, therfoze we beſeech 
thee that thou pꝛaceede in te lawe as 
gainſt him, as againſt him p hath of- 
fended the law.Ulhen the Juſtice heard 
this, her made the Bmaht to bee takt 
and to be b2cnazt afaꝛe hm. And whe 

ee was cramin:d of this treſpaſſe as 
gainſt he law, hee (ard thas.p2 it is 

utten in the law, that oftwo harms 
the 
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the leaſt is to bre choſcn, it is not vn⸗ 
knowen to vou that this Citie was in 
perill to bee loſt, but J had taken this 
armour, J had neither ſaued you ne the 
Citic, therefoze mc thinkech ye ought 
rather to honour 4 wo2thip me foꝛ this 
god derde that J haue done, than thus 
ſhamefully to repꝛoue me, foz J am led 
as he that is ready to be hanged, and a's 
ſo gad ſirs an other i caſon J ma lape 
foz mine ertule. Ye that ſtealeth oꝛ robs 
beth wolent iy. purpoſe th not to reſtoꝛe 
that thing that he robeth, but it is not 
thus with mee, foz though J take the 
armour of the dead knight foz pour de⸗ 


fence and ſaucgard, when J had obtai⸗ 


neo the victo2p, J bare it againe to the 
ſame place, and ſo the dead knight hath 
that is his by the law. Then ſaide the 
Juſtice, a thefe that bꝛeaketh a houſe 
that he map ſteale and beare away ſuch 
as he may find, and though he bzinge 
againe that he hath taken, Jaſke of the 
if that the bꝛeaking of the houſe belaws 
fnll oꝛ not. The knight anſwered ſome- 
tyme the bꝛeaking of an Youle map 
ber god, where as it is made in feble 
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place, wi ich ſhould cauſe the Loꝛde of 
the houſe to make his wall ſtronger, 
that toc thœues after that brake not 
the walls lo lightly in auioding of moꝛe 
harme. 

Then ſaide the Juſtice, if the bꝛea⸗ 
king of the houſe be god, neuertheleſſe 
in that breaking, violence is done to 
the Lo2de of the houſc , And ſo though 
thou didd it god with the Armour of 
the dead night, ne uertheleſle thou did⸗ 
deſt wꝛong to the dead knight in taking 
away his armour . The knight ſapde, 
J haue told you that oft wo har mes the 
leaſt is to be choſen, and that harme 
wer through great godnſſe commeth, 
ought not to be called harme, but it 
ſhould rather be called god. Foz if that 
any houſe within the citie were on fire 
and began to burne, it were moze bet⸗ 
ter to th2ow it to the ground and th:e 
oꝛ foure houſes therebv, thẽ they ſhould 
be ſet on fire alſo, whercby all the citie 
might be bꝛente . Right ſo if the Ars 
mour of the dead knight had not bene 
taken, the citie and pe all had bene loft. 
And wzcnthe Juſt.ce heard that he ans 

C(wercd 
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twered ſo well and ſo reaſonably, hex 
might giue no iudgment againſt him. 
But he py which had accuſed this knight 
ſlew him, foꝛ whoſe death, there was 
great werping tyꝛoughout all the citie, 
and his body was wo2ſhipfully buried 
in a new tombe. 


The Morall 


Deere friendes, this Emperour 
is the Father of Heauen, and this cit ie 
ts the woꝛld, the which is beſieged of the 
diuell and deadly inne. And as many 
as were within this citie, were all in 
perill to be loft. This young knight that 
came to the citie, is our Loꝛd Jeſu 
Chꝛiſt, which hadde not the ar mour of 
. our humanitie, till he went to p graue 
that is to ſay , to the wombe of the glo⸗ 
rious virgin Mary: by the annunctati⸗ 
on of the Angel, ſaving: The holy Ghoſt 
ſhall light in thee: & c. Lo thou ſhale con- 
ceiue and beare a: ſonne. And thus in 
the wombe of the virgin, he toke the ars 
mour of the dead knight, y is to ſap, he 
toke p manhod of Adam our fozcfather 
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and ſaued the Citie, that is the wozld 
with mankiade from perill, by his blel⸗ 
ſed paſſion that ve uffe red on the croſſe, 
and that he put the armour againe into 
the graue when his blcſſcd bedy was 
buried, but the citizens enuied hum, that 
is to ſaye, the Jewes of lury atccuſcd 
him to Pilate, and laid the law agauiſt 
him ſaying . If thou fuffer him thus, 
thou arte not the Emperour Cæſars 
freinde, we haue a law, and after the 
law her ought to dye And thus cur 
Lo2d Jeſu Ch2ifſt of his cnimics was 
condempned to the death of the croſſe, 
and after aſcended vp to heauen, whers 
our Lozd Jeſu b2ing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


The fornication of wicked worldly 
men is here detected by the proute 
dence of God, and by his gratious 
fauour deliucred out of the thraldom 
ot ſinne vnto the libertie of life e- 
uerlaſting. 

eightn 
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There 
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Vere raigned ſometime in Rome 
a mightie Emperour & a wyle 
named Retolde, which oꝛdained a 
law that what woman were taken in 
aduout ry hir huſband beeing a liue, ſhee 
ſhouid bee caſt into perpetuall pꝛiſon. 
There was that tine a knight that had 
a fapꝛe lady to his wife, which commit⸗ 
ted aduoutry hir huſband being a line, 
and was with childe, therefoze by the 
law ſhe was put in pꝛiſon, wher with- 
in ſhoꝛt tyme after ſha was deliuered 
of a fapꝛe ſonne. This childe grew vp 
till he was ſeuen peres old, his mother 
daply wept hartely. And when the child 
bazd this he ſaid to his mother. O mos 
ther why werpe yre thus, and foz what 
cauſe are you thus perplercd , Then 
ſaide his mother. O my \weete ſonne, 
haue great cauſe to mourne, and thou 
alſo,fo2 aboue our heads is people wal⸗ 
king, and the ſunne ſhineth in clorenes, 
and great ſolace haue all men that are 
aboue vs, and wee bee here continually 
in ſuch darknes 5 J may not le the, ne 
thou me, alas h cuer J concetued thee, 
D. iii. Then ; * bY 
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Then ſayd the ſonne, ſuch iope, ne ſuch 
light as pee ſpake ot, ſawe J neuer, foꝛ 
J was boꝛne here in this darknes, ther⸗ 
fo2c if J had meate and dzink pnongh, 
heere would J ime all the dapes of my 
life, therefoꝛe mother weepe ye not, but 
ſhow ma ſo'acc, This lament ation that 
was betweene the mother 4 the ſonne, 
heard the Empercu:s Stewarde that 
ſtode aboue their heads, wherof he had 
great compaſion, and wept vnto the 
Emperour, and kneeling, beeſought him 
of his grace,that the mother ⁊ the ſonne 
might ber deliuered out of pꝛiſon. The 
Emperour as amercifull Lo2d grains 
ted that they ſhould bee de iuered. Ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe if they treſpaſſed ſo in time 
to come, thep ſhould bee puniſhed with 
double paine, and after that they were 
deliuered, this woman ended hir life in 
that Citie. 
The Morall. 

Deere friends, this Cmperour is the 
Father of heauen that made this law, 
that what wedded woman, ÿ is fo ſape, 
what ſoule that is wedded to our Lo2d, 
t doth commit aduoutrp, that is to — 

dot 
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doth wwoꝛſhipſtrange gods, ſhould be caſt᷑ 
in the pꝛiſon cf hell, therefoze a ſinſull 
ſoulc hath great cauſe to u eepe,fo2 ſhee 
is departed from light, that is fo ſaie, 
from the tops of hcaucn. Hir ſonne that 
deſired meate and dꝛinck, are the wea's 
thie wicked woꝛldlings of this wo2lde, 
that ſay to the pꝛelates of the Church. 
and to the pꝛeachers that pꝛeach viito 
them the iopes of Heauen, that while 
wee may liue and haue all the ſolace of 
the woꝛld, we deſice none other heauen. 
The Steward that heard their lamen⸗ 
tation is ouc Lo2d Jeſu, that knowcth 
all the pꝛiuities of our ſo20w.nl and res 
pentant harts foꝛ our ſinnes,baſcught 
the Father of heauen fo2 vs, that we 
might bee deliuered from the pꝛiſon of 
ſinne, and p wee miaht come to euer⸗ 
laſting life, to p which baing vs all our 
Lozd Jeſus. Ainen. 


The Argumc. t. 


IcChriſt proclaimeth the joyfull feaſt 
ot heauen,wheria the Lambe, to lay, 
the poore Preachers of the Goſpell, 

D. ij). has 
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having their fight or knowledge in 
gods word, are ſuppo ed of the blind 
laytie, and ech doe mutu.llj comfort 
other,t1:: they : pproch vnto the pro- 
claymed feaſt ot perpetual felicitie. 
ninth Histery. 


The Aarall. 


Ometime in Rome dwelt an Em⸗ 
perour named Pompey, which as 
boue all other things was merci⸗ 
full. This Cmrerour pꝛocliame d 
thꝛoughout all his Empire a great feaſt 
and tyat poꝛe and rich ſhould come to 
this feaſt. And whoſoeuer came to that 
feaft ſhould not onely bee well fed, but 
allo he ſhould haue great aiftcs.When 
the herawld had warned all maner of 
men to come to this feaſt,at that tune 
there ware two poꝛe men lying by the 
way, the one was lame,and the other 
was blinde, This blinde man ſayde 
to the lame man. Alas and wo to bs 
both, how ſhall wer doe, foꝛ themperour 
bath pꝛoclaimed a feaſt, and who ſo es 
ner commeth there ſhall not onelp ber 
well fedde, but allo he ſhall haue great 
guikts, 
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guifts, and J am blinde, and thou arte 
lame, how ſhal! we doc. Then ſayde 
the lame man to p blinde man, J ſhall 
tell the god count ell, if thou wilt doe 
after mee, thou ſhalt let foꝛ nothing. J 
am lame and feeb:e # map not goe, ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe J may ſe&,+ thou art blinde 
and ſtrong, and maiſt not ſ&, take thou 
me vpon thy beack and beare ma, and 
J ſhall leade thee the right wap. thus 
ſhall wer both come to the Cmperonrs 
feaſt. Then ſapde the blind, aſter thy 
counſell let vs doe, come on my back x 
I ſhall beare the, and p halt lead: me 
the right war. and ſo they did that they 
came both to the feaſt, e rectued great 
rewards and giftes among other men. 
And thus ended their liues in peace. 


The Morall, 


Deere friends this Emperour is our 
ſauiour Jeſu Chzilt, that pꝛoclaymeth a 


feaſt, that is to ſap, the iopes of heauen 


vnto the which iopes he called all man⸗ 
kinde, and foꝛſakeht no man that wil 
come vnto h. m. 

D. v. This 
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This lame man betokeneth ppwze mini 
ſters of p goſpel, which wanting woꝛld⸗ 
lp pleaſures, liue by p pꝛouidtce ot God, 
And this blinde man beetokeneth the lap 
men which konw not the right way to 
bcaucn, it b 10ucth y the blund man, to 
wit, v late men to beare p lame man 5 
is to ſaie, p miniſters of the goſpell.ſu⸗ 
ffaining t feeding the with p duties of þ 
church, then p miniſters foz gods cauſe, 
are bound to teach t to enfoꝛme vs the 
way to heauẽ, wher as we ſhall not ones 
Ip haue a feaſt, but alſo great rewarde ? 
iop.vnto p which god being vs all. amen. 
The Argument. 
Heauen & hell are heere cõpared to two cities, 
to thc'e t vo cuies are two contrary Waies. To 
heauen (which is the city of all heaucnly ttea- 
ſute & felicitie) is narrou, croked, cragęy, and 
painfull way, hauing three enemies che duell, 
the world. and the fleſh. To hell, (c ing the ci- 
tic or cincke of ſorrow and ſadneſſe.) a tayre 
way, broad, plaine & eaſ'c,hauing three guices, 
to wir, pride of life couetiſe of the ey en, concu- 


pilcence of the fleſh. , 
The tenth Hiſtory. 


Ometime in Rome dwelt an Em⸗ 

_- peronr named Folſiculus, the which 
was right wiſc,mercifull 4 rightſull in 
all 
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all his woꝛks This Cmperour builde d 
in the Caſt a noble Citie, wherein te 
put all his treaſure and pꝛecious ones 
and riches to bee kept. 

Unto this Citie the wate was ſtonie 
and full of bꝛambles and ſharp thoꝛne, 
and th2& knihgts werc armed readpto 
fight with the that wouldcome to that 
Citic.Therefoze themperour oꝛdained 
p whoſoeuer overcame theſe knightes 
ſhould enter the Citie, t ta de at his wil 
of the emper ours krealure Akter that, 
this Emperour did make in the Roꝛth 
weſt, a citie wherin he oꝛdamed all ma⸗ 
ner of pame, toꝛmẽ ting, ſozrow 4 mils 
chicfe,fo2 malefactoꝛs, to the which was 
a b:oad wap, verie delectable, growing 
full of Koſcs and fayze Lilies, and in 
that way were the knights, euer wats 
ting if any man came towards p citie 
of the no2th,to ſcrue hun with all mas 
ner ofdclicates and ncccffary pꝛouiſion. 

And if it foꝛtuned any man fo enter 
wittin that Citie,p cuſtome was ſuch 
that the people ſhould take binde him 
hand and fate, and caſt him in pꝛilon, 
there to abide. y comming of p Juſtice. 

| Then 
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When this was cryed th2ough out all 
the Emppꝛe, there were two Knights 
dwelling in a citie there beſide one nas 
med lonatas, who was a wiſe man, the 
other hight Pirrius, which was afole,nes 
uertheleſſe there had continued bet wng 
them great loue. This lonatas ſapde 
to Pyrrius Dere friend there is a 
common crye made th2oughout al lads, 
that the Emeperour hath made a Cit ie 
in the Eaſt wherein he hath put all his 
treaſure, ⁊ who ſo euer may enter that 
citie, ſhall take of the treaſure that hee 
liſt, therefoꝛe my counſell is that wee 
goe to that Citie. Then ſapd Pyrryus 
thy counſell is god, and J deſire to ful⸗ 
fill it. 

The wiſe Rnight laide, if it ber ſo 
that thou wilt follow my counſell, 4 
pꝛap the that faithfull friendſhip map 
continue beet weens vs, and in token of 
loue, that thou wilt dꝛinke my blod, and 
J ſhall dꝛinke thine, that none of vs de⸗ 
part ne faile other in this iournep. 
The fwliſh Anigbt ſatde it pleaſeth me 
right well al! that pe ſape, wherefoꝛe 


thep were both letten blood, and eche of 
them 
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them d2anke others bod. 

When this was done, they went fo:th 
together on thep2 iournp, and when 
they had done thꝛee dapes iourneis tw⸗ 
war des the Citie where the treaſure 
was, they came to a place where was 
two wapes, one was ſharpe, Conte, 
c full of thoꝛnes, the other was plain 
and fapꝛe and full of (u:ctncllle and dos 
lites. Then ſapde the wiſe Knight to 
his fellow. Deere friend heerc are two 
wapes, one ſharpe and thoznie, neuer⸗ 
thelcfſe if we go this wap we ſhall come 
to this Citie that is ſo riche, and there 
ſhall we haue that we deſtre. 

Then ſaide the foliſh Knight to his fc- 
low. J wonder greatly of pou that you 
ſpeake ſuch thinges, fo J will rather 
belene mine epes than your woꝛdes, J 
ſz heere openlp, und ſo doe pc, that here 
is a hard wap and full of thoꝛnes, and 
as J haue heard ſaye, there be th:& 
Champions armed in this wape: redy 
to fight againſt all men that goe that 
way towardes the Citie of the Eaſt, 
and therfoze J will not goe that wap, 
but hers is (as ye may ſee) an other wap 

plaine 
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plapne and eaſie fo walk in, and in this 
way there ace there knights re adie to 
ſerue vs and giue vs all maner things 
neceſlarꝑ to vs, t therefoꝛe by this way 
will Jgoe, and not by that other wap. 
Then ſayde the wiſe knight, certamelp 
if we goe by that wap, we ſhall be ledde 
into the Citie of the Nozth , wherein 
there is no mertie, but perpetuall pane 
and ſoꝛrob, and there ſhall we be taken 
aud bound and caſt in pꝛiſon. 
Certainely ſapde the fwliſh laniaht, 
this wap is the ready way, and as J 
belteue it is moze p2ofttable then the os 
ther way. Then went they both foꝛth Þ 
fay:e wap, and anone thꝛe knights met 
with them, which receined themcurtes 
ouſip fo2 one night, and gaue them all 
maner of thing that was neceſſarie to 
them. And on the mozow thep toe 
their tourney foꝛth towarde the Citie, 
And when they were with. n the Citie, 
anone p Cmperours officers met with 
them and ſaid: dere friends why come 
pc hether, in ſo much that pe know the 
law of this cit ie is ſo cruel of long time 
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after the law Anone they toke p wife 
knight and bound him and put him in 
pꝛiſon, and after that they twite the fo⸗ 
liſh knight and bound him faſt and calf 
him into a dich. Sone alter it befel that 
the Juſtice tame to the Citie to giue 
tudgment on them that had treſpaſſed 
the law, and anone all the pꝛiſoners wer 
bꝛought foꝛth befoꝛc the tulkice among 
whome thele two knights wer brought 
foꝛth, one from pꝛiſon, the other from 
the dich. Then ſa:d the wiſe Unight to 
the Juſtice: Retierend Lo2de, J com⸗ 
pla:ne of my fellow that is guiltie of my. 
death, foꝛ when we two came to py twa 
waycs whcreofthe one le dde to the Ci⸗ 
tie in the Eaſt, and the other fo this ci⸗ 
tie, J told him all the perill of this 
Citie, and the reward of that other Ci⸗ 
tic, and he would not beleue mee, and 
fats to mee in this wiſe, J belerue mine 
owne epen better than thy wo2ds,and 
becauſe he was my fellow, J would not 
lette him goe alone in this wap, and 
thus came J with hum, wherefo2c her 
is the cauſe of mp death. Then ſaid p fœ⸗ 
lich knight, J complains that he is Us | 
| caule 
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cauſe of my death, 02 it is not bnknowy | 
en to vgu ail that J am a fle. and h. a 
wiſc man. and therfoze he ſhould not 
lo itghfiy gaue folowed mp fol:y,fo2 ik 
h bad fozſaken tins way, Hould haue 
followed hun, and ther foꝛe he is cauſe of 
my death. Then ſlaide the Juſtice to the 
wiſe knight, vecauſe that thou with all 
thy wiſedome and great vnderſtanding 
fo lightlv conlented and followed the wil 
of the fole and his fœliſh wozks, ⁊ thou 
fole becauſe that thou wouldeſt not do 
after the counlaile ne fullifi:1 the holeſom 
woꝛds of this wiſe man & belcue hum, 

IJ «tue tudginet that pe be both hanged 

to pour treſpaſſe. And ſo it was done, 

wherfoze all men p2aiſcd greatly the 
"Juſtice foz his diſcrete iudgmont. 


The Morall. 


Deere friends this Emverour is als 
mightie God, and in the Call, is the ci⸗ 
tie of heauen, mherein 1s treaſure infi⸗ 
mit. and vnto this citie is an hard way 
t full of thoꝛnes, that is to ſap, the wax 
of repeutancc, bp the which waye full 

few 
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few walketh foꝛ it is hard ſtraiłe ac⸗ 
co2ding to holy Scripture ſaping thus. 
Eſt arta via que duc.t ad vitam. It is a 
ſtrapte wap that leadeth to euerlaſting 
lyfe. | 

In this way are fh2& armed knights, 
that is to ſap, the diue:l,the wo2ld, and 
the fleſh, with whome it behoaeth vs to 
fight, and fo obtaine the victoꝛp oꝛ wee 
may come to heaucn. The ſecond Citie 
that is in the No2th is hell, and to this 
accoꝛdeth Scripture, ſaying thus. Ab 
aquilone pondetur omne malum. Out 
of the Qo2th commeth all euiil. Cer⸗ 
taincly to this Cit ie is the wap playne 
and bꝛoad, and walled abcut on euerie 
ſide with al! maner delicates, wherfoze 
many men walk by this way The th2& 
nights that giue to cuerp man going 
this wap what thing them needeth, are 
theſe. Pꝛide of lpfe, couetouſneſle of the 
N eyes, t cõcupicence of the fleſh,in which 
ö thꝛee p wꝛetched man greatly deliteth, x 
at the laſt they leade him to hell. This 
wittie knight betokeneth the ſoule,+ the 
= 
| 
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foliſh knight betokeneth the fleſh, the 
which is alway foliſh,and at all times 
C. die 
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redie fo doe enill . Theſe two are feos 
lowcs + knitte in one, foꝛ either of them 
dꝛinketh others blood, that is to ſay,th-p 
ſhall dꝛinke of one cup, either iope o: 


paine ſhall they haue after the dape of 


dome. 

The ſoule choſeth the way of repen⸗ 
taunce, and in as much as ſhe map ſhe 
ſcirreth the ficth to doe the ſame. But 
the fleſh fhinketh neuer what ſhal come 
after. and therefoꝛe ſhe goeth in the de⸗ 
light of this woꝛld, and fleeth the delight 
of repentaunce. .ind thus the ſoule after 
the death 1s caſt into hell, and the fleſh 
is caſt into the dit ch, that is to ſay, ins 
to the graue But then the Juſtice com⸗ 


meth, that is our L od Jeſus Chꝛiſt at 


the dape of dome, to iudge all mankind, 
Than the Soule ſhall complaine vpon 
the ſleſh, and the fleſh vppon the Soule. 
But than the Juſtice that will not bee 
decetu:d neither by pꝛaper ne by pꝛice, 
ſhall condempne the Soule bicauſe ſhe 
folowed the fra ltie of fleſhe , and allſa 
hee ſhall condempne the fleſh bycauſe it 
would not be'eeue the Soule, wheres 
foꝛe let vs ſtudie to tame our ſleſh, that 

we 
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we may obay God, and than ſhall we 
haue euerlaſting lyfe, Unto the which 
21ng vs our Lozo Jeſus Chzilf, Amen. 


The Argument. 


The ſoule of man beeing poſſeſſed in 
the princely territory ot Paradyſe, 
was by the diuell prouoked to ſinne 
againſt hir creator, and for the ſame 
tranſgreſoion ſo beeing thenee into 
this wide world exiled, loſt that hir 
former heritage. But by Chriſtes pre- 
cious death and paſsion was reſtored 
vnto a more happie heritage of euer- 
laſting felicitie. 


The 11, Hiſtory, 


EME dwelled ſometime in 
Rome a mightte Emperour nas 
med Fredericke, which had no 
thildze ſaue one only daughter,to whom 
this Emperour after his deceaſe bee- 
quethed all his Cinpy2e . This vnder⸗ 
ſtanding an Carle v dwelt there beſide 
tame vnto this young Lady & word hir. 
E.ii. and 
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and pꝛoͤuoked hir to ſinne all that h& | 


might, wherefo2e this young ladie in 
ſhoꝛt pꝛoceſle of tyme enclyned to the 
Earle, and thts Carle anone lap with 
hir and deſiled hir, and after that he 
departed from hir heritage, and exiled 


/ 
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hir out of hir Cmppꝛe, wherefoze ſhe | 
made a great lamentation, and fled vn- | 


to a realme there beſide, where as lhe 


dayly werept and mourned. It befell afs ' 
ter on a day py while lhe ſat mourning | 
by the hye way ſide, there came riding 
by hir a fapꝛe poung knight vpon a god 


hoꝛſe, which came toward hir a great 
pate, and very court eouſlp ſaluted hir 4 
aſked p caule why ſhe mourned ſo ſoꝛe. 
Then an\ wered ſhe and ſatde, 

My reuerend loꝛd Jam an Cinpcrours 
daughter deſcended ok roiall blood, mp fa⸗ 


ther is dead which loft me all his Em⸗ 
py2e, bit auſe he had none other heyze, 
and after his deceaſe an Carle there he⸗ 
de deteiued me, dellowꝛed my virgini⸗ 


tie, and after that he put me violently 
out of mine heritage, ſo that now Jam 
fayne to begge my bꝛead from do2e fo 
d02c,and this is the cauſe of my ſoꝛrow. 


Than 
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Then ſapde the Unight, faire damoſell 
J haue great compaſſion on thy beautie 
and on thy gent leneſſe, ther ſoꝛe if thou 
wiit graunt me one thing, J ſhall fight 
fo2 thee againſt the Earle, 4 J pꝛoteſt 
vnto thee the purchaſe of the vickoꝛp. 
Then ſapd ſhee, alas god ſir, J haue nos 
thing that J may giue vnto you but my 
ſclfe. And J alke no moꝛe of the laid þ 
knight but thou wouldeſt be my wyfe 
and loue no man ſo much as mee. Then 
ſapde ſhe, Kcuerend ſir, that J will doe 
gladlp, and moꝛe if J might. 

Then ſaid the knight J will that thon 
doe fo2 mer one thing, that if it foꝛtune 
mee to dye in fight foꝛ the, and obt aine 
the victoꝛie, thon ſhalt take my blodte 
chert and hang it vpon a beame in thy 
chamber, and this ſhalt thou do foz two 
things. The firlt is, that when lo euer 
thou beholdeſt the ſhert, thou ſhalt weep 
fo2 moe. The ſecond is, that what ſo euer 
man come to woe the to be his wyfe, 
then ſhalt thon haſtelp runne vato thy 
chamber and berhould my blodie ſherf, 
and thinke heartelpe within thy ſclfe 


thus | 
C.iit. The 
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The Lo2d of this ſhert dyed fo2 my 
loue in battaple, the which recouercd 
my heritage, God fozbid that J ſhould 
take any other man after his death. 
Then laide ſhe. Reucrend fir, all this 
ſhall J fulfil by the grace of God. And 
when the knight heard this, hee aſſapl⸗ 
led ta fight againſt 5 p ſaid carle and ob⸗ 
tained the victoꝛp, and the Carle was 
oucrcome and fledde: and this pong la⸗ 
dy was bꝛought and receiued agapne 
into hir heritage. 

Neuerthelelle this knight was deadly 
waunded in that battayle,whercof hee 
died, but oꝛ he died hee berqueathed his 
blody ſhert vnto this damolell, deſtring 
hir tokepe hir p2omiſe.Whf this pong 
Lady heard of his death, ſher wept ſo2e, 
q made great lamentat ion foz his death. 
And in his ſhert was cüninglp w2ought 
this verſe. Think on him and haue in 
minde: that to thee was ſo kinde. Anon 
when the had receiued ö chert, cher hãg⸗ 
ed it vpon a beame in hir chamber, and 
as oftentimes as ſhe beheld it, the wept 
bifterly. It berfell not long after p the 
fates of hir Cmpire came to hir ⁊ deſi⸗ 

red 
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red hir to take a hul band. ut then ſhe 
went to hir chamber à beyecid the blo⸗ 
dy ſhert, then warcd ſher ſoꝛofull x ſapd 
oftentimes, woe x alas thou ſufferedlt 
death foꝛ mp loue, 4 thou alſo recoue⸗ 
redſt againe myne heritage, God fo2bid 
that J ſhould take any other man mos 
but thee. And thus ſher ani wered euerp 
man that came to hir, and ep went 
away diſapointed of their purpole, and 
ended hir life in peace and reit. 
The Morall. 
Deere friends this Emperour is the 
father of heaucn, # his daughter is the 
ſoule of man, made to the ſimilitude 
of God, to whome God gaue and beques 
thed the Empyꝛe of Paradiſe, But ther 
came an Earle, that is the diuell, t pꝛo⸗ 
uoked hir to ſinne, whe ſhes eate ot p aps 
ple, and ſaid to hir thus. In what houre 
pee eat of p apple pe ſhalbe like Gods, 
wherfoꝛe wer bꝛeaking Gods commaũ⸗ 
dement we were all exiled out of Para- 
diſe, chaſcd to p realme of this wo2'd 
here to liue in great wetchednes, like 
as pᷣ pſal:ſaith: In ſudore vultas tui. Inp 
ſweat of thy viſage ſhalt y eate thy bꝛed. 
E.iiu. f 
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But then came a fapꝛe young Knighf 
and a ſtrong, that is to ſaye,our Loꝛd 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt, which had compaſſion vpon 
mankinde, taßing vpon hun our fleſh x 
and our blod, gaue battaille to the dis 
uell and ouercame bim, and thus wan 
her againe our heritage. Therefore let 
vs doe as this poung Lady did, lap wir 
vp this blody ſhert, that is to ſape, the 
minde of the paſſion or Chaiſt on the 
bcame of our heart, and think we how 
our Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt ſhed his pꝛecious 
blood foꝛ vs. And if any man, that is 
to ſap, the diuell oꝛ any other would ſtir 
vs to ſinne, anone think wer cf p palli⸗ 
on of Chꝛiſt, and ſay we thus, J ſhall 
take none other but thee which haſt ſhed 
they b'!od fo2 me, # thus ſhall wer win 
cuerlaſting lie. Unto the which Gop 
bzing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument, 


¶ Wee are heere generally aduertiſed 
of honorineg the Saboth day, how for 
the redeeming of tune to bee occupi- 
ed in Ghotiy y contemplation profi- 
cable 
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table to the ſoule and bodie, The 
preachers of Gods word oft timestor 
layinge trueth purchaſe inconueny- 
ence, if wee beeſtow our talents in 
the amplytying of fayth and furde- 
ring one another with good workes, 
Wee thall then inheritie the trunon 
of eternall bleſsing prepated tor the 
elect of Clift Ieſus. | 


The 12, Hiſtorie, 


Ometime diet in Rome a migh⸗ 
tie emperour named Apolloninus 
which oꝛdaine d fo2 a law that eu ⸗ 
ry man vpon paine of death ſhold 
celebꝛate the date of his atiuitie. 
This Emperour called to him a clarke 
that hight V irg ul, and ſapde. Py dere 
maſter, there bee many hainous offen⸗ 
ces done in my Emppꝛe contrary to the 
law, therefoꝛe J pꝛap th that thou by 
thy cunning would make ſome crafte 
wherby Jmight know who treſpalleth 
a.;amſt the law pꝛiuc ly oz appertly. 
Then ſaid VIrgill. My reuerend Lo2d 
Four will ſhall be done. Anone this Vir- 
E. v. gil! 
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gi'l thꝛough his craft made an Image, 
in the middeſt of the Citie of Rome, 
which denduͤced + fold the Emperours 
m-ffengers who treſpalled againft the 
law, c who not. There was that tyme 
dwelling in the Citie af Rome a ſmith 
v hight Focus which foz nothing would 
tcelebꝛate the natiuitie of the emperour. 
It befeli vpon a night as the ſmith lap 
m his bed, he thought vpon the Image 
that had accuſed fo many men beefoze, 
and dꝛead leaſt the Image would accuſe 


him, wherefoꝛe hee roſe and went to the 


pmage and ſaid. I make a vow to God, 
if thou actuſe mee , J ſhall bꝛeake thy 
head. and when he had thus ſapde, her 
went home. The Emperour on the mo⸗ 
row after following ſent his mellenger 


to that Image (as befoꝛe times he was 


attuſtomed) to know 4 vnderſtand who 
had treſpaſſed againſt the la we. And to 
them then ſaid the Image, lift vp pour 
tyne # beehold what is ingrauen in my 
foꝛhead. And then they lolicd vp and 
ſaw this poſte w2iften . Tempora mu- 


taniur homies determinatur, Times 


ba chaunged 4 men bee wo2le & woꝛſe. 
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Fo2 who will ſay the truth, ſhall haue 
his head bzoken,tberfoze goe pc fw:th 
to pour Lo2d and fell him all that pe 
haue reade and ſcene. The meſſengers 
went foꝛth and told the Cmperour all 
that they had hcard and ſane, 

Then lapde the Cmperour,arme pour 
ſelfe and goe to the Image, and if that 
pou finde any man that haue mencioned 
o2 thꝛeatned to hurt the Image, binde 
him hand and fte & bꝛing him to me, 
Then went p mellengers fw2th to the 
Image and ſaid fo if.Tel vs the truth 
if any man haue thꝛeatned the,and we 
hall auenge thee anone. Then ſaid the 
Image. Take the ſmith Focus, ſoꝛ hee is 
the man that will not honour the nati⸗ 
uitie of the Emperour: ſkraight way 
the meſſengers led eth the ſmith bre- 
foꝛe the Emperour and there vpon ex⸗ 
amined him why he kept not b day of 
the Emperours natiuitie in reuerence 
t honour acco2ding to » law. Then ans 
ſwered p ſinith + ſatd, Reverend Lozd 
J beſeech pou that ye will hcere mine 
excuſe and if J aunſ were not reaſona⸗ 
bly to all maner of poyntcs that = 
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will aſke me, J will yeld mee fully fo 
pour grace. Then ſapd Themperour, J 
ſhall heare the, and that is rightfull 4 
hall doe. Then ſapd the inuth, Jt beho⸗ 
ueth mee to haue v ii.d. cuery day in the 
werke, d y Jcannot get without great 
labour, and therefoze J map in no mas 
ner wile kepe that day holy day moꝛe 
than other dapes: Then ſard the Em⸗ 
perour. Why behoucth it thee to haue 
theſe viii. d. Then laide the Smith, J 
am bounde to pape dapelp u. d. and u. d. 
lend, and ii d. I l ſe, and ii. d. ſpcnd, 
Tien ſapd the Emperour, tel me moꝛe 
erpꝛellelp of theſe viui.d. Then ſapd the 
Smith. J am bound cuery daye to pay 
u. d. to my Father, foꝛ when J was 
young, my father ſpent on mer ii. d. dap⸗ 
Iy, and therefoꝛe am J bound to help 
him, and pay him againe his ii.d.foꝛ his 
ſuſtent ation. Alſo ii. d. J lecle on my 
wife. Then ſaid Emperour, why leſeſt 
thou that ii.d on thy wife. Then ſayds 
hee, where ſaw pe euer woman but 
the had one of theſe points, eyther ſhes 
is wilinll,o2 contrary to hir huſbande, 
oz oi hotte completion, and therekoꝛe 
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that J giue hir J l&ſe. Alſo ii d. lend 


to my ſonne, wyer with he is ſuſtained, 
that whan J come fo age and pouertie, 
he may pape me againec ii. d. like as J 
doe my Father. Alſo J ſpend ii. d. on my 
ſelfe in meate and dꝛincke, and that is 
little :nough. Then ſaid the Empe⸗ 
roar, thou haſt anſwered well + wiſe⸗ 
ly. Not long after it befell that the Em⸗ 
perour dyed, and this Smith Focus wag 
choſen to be Emperour, bicauſe he ſpent 
bis viii.d ſo wilely and ſo pꝛofit ably and 
thus he ended his life in peace and reit. 


The Morall. 


Deere friends this Emperour is our 
bleſſed ſauiour Jeſu Chꝛiſt, which 02s 


dained by his holy law that cuery man 


ſhould keepe holy the Saboth dap. 
This Virgill that made this ymage 
is the holy choft, which eſtabliſheth a⸗ 
mong vs, Preachers to teach vertues, 
and to repꝛoue vices, and that ſhould 
not ſpare the poꝛe ne the riche But 
now if a ꝛeacher would ſay the truth 
againlt any man, anon he ſhall be thꝛe⸗ 
| tfened 
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fened of the enimies of Cheiſt, that is 
to ſape, by euill men that neither loue 
God no2 man, wherefoze the Pꝛeacher 
may ſay now a dayes that poſep which 
was witten in the foꝛehcad of p image 
Times bene chaunged from good to ill, 
and men bene dayly worſe : For who ſo 
would ſaye the truth now a dayes, ſhall 
haue his head broken. Therefoze it is 
neede they be armed, that is to ſap, that 
euery Pꝛeacher be armed w vertuous 
examples of their god Iyfe towards o⸗ 
ther, and than it needeth not to dꝛead, 
in ſo much p they haue p truth of God 
to ſtand by them, accoꝛding to the Apo⸗ 
ftles ſaping.Si Deus nobiſcũ, quis contra 
nos. If God be with vs who is againſt 
vs. By this (mith Focus, is vnderſtode 
euery god Chꝛiſtian man, which daply 
ſhould ſpende his tyme in warie red&- 
ming cuery houres trauaile with ſome 
2ofif coꝛpoꝛall and ſpirituall, and then 
ought her to be pꝛeſented befoꝛe the hea⸗ 
nenly Emperour. This Focus paid ii.d. 
to his father, ⁊ ſo we ſhould pay to our 
ather of Heauen ii. d. that is to ſaye, 
ur & loue. Foz when we were the 
childzen 
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childꝛẽ of w2etchcdnes # put in bõdage, 
almightie God ſent downe to the earth 
his ſonne to redeeme vs, accoꝛding to 8. 
John the Cuangeliſt, laping : Deus dilex- 
it mundum vt fil jum ſuum vnigenitum 
daret pro mundo. Cod loueth the woꝛld 
ſo well y he would giue his onely ſonne 
fo2 the ſaluation of the wozld, 
Alſo this Focus lent ii.d. to his ſon, that 
is to ſay,cucry Chꝛiſtian man ought to 
lend to pᷣ ſon of god our loꝛd Chꝛiſt Jeſt 
god firme faith 4 fruit full god works x 
derds in our lyfe, and he wil repay vs as 
gaine at p day of dome with his heauẽ⸗ 
ly mercp, wh ſoule 4 body ſhalbe gloꝛi⸗ 
ficd,+ in that he is our bꝛot her, it map 
well be pꝛoued by p text of Eſay, ſaxing 
thus. Puer natus eſt nobis, &c. A child is 
bozne to vs. This Eocus toft ii. d. on his 
wife. Thy wife betokeneth thy fleſh, vpõ 
whom thou loſt ii. d. p is to ſap, vnlawful 
loue & conſent to ſinne, foꝛ why, the fleſh 
is contrary to the ſpirit, x euer is ri dy 
to harme. This Focus alſo ſpent ii.d.on 
bunſelfe, p is to ſay, by firlt penny pe 
ſhall vnder ſtand penance done, in which 
the ſoule greatly deligbteth in heauen, 
and 
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and there is gloꝛiſied. And by the ſecond 
peny ww ought to underſtand the ſted⸗ 
faſt per ſeuerance in amendment of life, 
foʒ he that abideth vnto the ende ſhalbe 
ſaued. And who that ſpendeth wel theſe 
two pens.{hal obtaine cuerlaſting lpfe. 
Uato the which bꝛing vs our Kozd Jes 
ſu T>:t.amen, 


The Argument, 

Man being blinde through ſin, & either 

bv inficmitie of fraile fleſh, or ſugge- 
ſvn, tre ſpaſsing with euill and lewde 
company, though God of his mercie 
be favorable vnto him in this lite time 
by reaſon of the foreſaid reſpects, yet 


if he accuſtomably walke himſelte in 


the dr nck of this worldly wickednes, 
his wiltul bI\ndnefſe ſhal not ther ex- 
cuſe him but accuſe him 1n the day of 
iudgement moſt grieucuſly to haue 
otfended God in abuſing his mercie 
offered, and therefore leaſt worthy to 


haue the reward of the ſimple ſoule, 


that repentantly, yea with modeſtie, 
liueth toward the fruition of euerla- 
ſting blelle. 


The 
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Ometime in Rome dwelled a nos 
ble emperoꝛ which amoz al cfher 
berfues loued beſt mercy, whe refoze he 
oꝛdained a law,that cuerp blind man 
ould haue an hundꝛed ſhillings vy the 
pere of his treaſure. It beſell on a dap 
that there came certain? mem to a Tas 
uerne to dzincke Mine, and after that 
theſe men had ſiffen in the Tauerne 
th: daycs, the fourth dap thep were 
greatly in the tauerners debt, and had 
no monp to pay fo2 tgepꝛ wine, where- 
fo2e the tauerner came to the-e charg- 
ed them that they ſhonld not voyde till 
they had payed foz their wine. Then 
ſaid one ofthe dꝛinckers tohis felowes. 
Spꝛs quod he, themperour hath made 
ſuch a law, that euer blinde man ſha'l 
haue an hundꝛed ſhillings of his trea⸗ 
ſure, theretoꝛe let vs caſt lottes among 
vs, and to whom the lot falleth, let his 
e pes be put out, and ſo map he goe to the 
| Cmpereurs pallaycs and gette an hun⸗ 
| dzcd ſhillings, | 
| F. i. And 
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And this greatly rrigpſed them, 4 ſaid * 


that the coaſcile was right gos, Wher⸗ 


foꝛe they cait lottes among theme le 


lotte fel on him that gaur the countal ec, 


and than his feliowcs fo2*{; with put out | 
his cyan. und whan he was bünde, hee | 
went to themporours pallaycs,3 alked 


of the teward an hundꝛed hin s, acs 
coꝛding to the Emperours law. 
Deere friend ſayde the ſteward. thou 
miahteſt ic with both thine epes peſter⸗ 
dar, 4 thou alſo viderffondeſt the law 


amis, foꝛ the law is made foꝛ men that 
are blinde through infirmit ies, o2 by 
the will of God, yeſter day thou badſt | 
thy ſight in the Tauerne, but wil'ully | 


thou haſt loſt thine eine, there foꝛe go to 
the tauerne again to thy friolwes 4 diſ⸗ 


charge there that thoi o well, fo2 heere | 


getteſt thou not a farthing, Then wen 


this wꝛetched man foꝛth and told his 
felowes of the ſtewards an! were, and 


with that came in the tauerner and diſs 


popled them of all their clothes and bet 
them, and thus dꝛoue them with ſhame | 


out of the citie, and ſo were they neuer 
ſœne there after. 


The 
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Deere friends this Emperour is our 
ſautour Ch2ilt , which o2datned foꝛ a 
law that euerp blind man ſhould haue 
an hundꝛed ſhillings of his treaſure , 
This blinde man betokeneth euerp ſin⸗ 


; ner, which ſinneth though infirmitics, 


02 ent iſing of the d:ucil, the world, and 
the fleſh, which hall receiue an hundꝛed 
ſhillings i he be inwardly repentant of 
his ſinnes, that is fo ſape, he hall haue 
an hundꝛed times moꝛe iope, acco2ding 
to ſcripture.ſaping thus. C entuplum ac- 
cipite: & vitam eternam poſidebitis. Pe 
ſhall recciue an hud2cd tunes moꝛe top, 


if ve be repenfaunt and turne from fit, 


and alſo pe ſhall haue cuerlaſting life. 
Theſe men that came to the Tauerne 
to d2inke wine, be finners , which of- 
ten times come to the Tauerne of cur 
aduerſary the diuell and deincke of his 
car nall appetites, that is to ſap, thep 
there conſume and waſt awap ail ghoſt⸗ 
ly vertues, which they reteiued when 
they receiued the ſacramet of baptume, 

F. li. Wher⸗ 


The Hiſtorie of 


wherefc2e the diuell our enimie diſpop- 

leth them and maketh them to leeſe all 
their god derds that euer thy w2ought | 
befoꝛe they caſt lotts, that is to ſap, the 
caſt among them the cuſtome of ſinne, 
and this lot of ſinne falleth on ſuch as 
are woꝛſhipfull and without mercie, 
t ſuch a man wilfullp becommeth vlind, 
that is fo ſap, he becommeth wilfully a a 
foule ſinner like Iudas,that bet raied our 
Loꝛd without any ſuggeſtiõ oꝛ cntiſing, 
and thereloꝛe ſuch men ſinne moze grie⸗ 
nouſty when they conte befoꝛe the ſtew⸗ 
ard, that is to ſap, befoꝛe the pꝛelates of 
the church, they may not lightip obtain 
the toyes ol heauen, foꝛ why, they de not 
in the right way to leaue their ſinne. 

Thereloꝛe ſtudie wee with all our dili⸗ 
gence, to pleaſe God, that we may ob⸗ 
taine euerlaſting life: which is lapd vp | 
in ſtoꝛe fo2 all thoſe that liue modeſtlp, 
loking foꝛ the eternall ſaluation. Un- | 
to the which bꝛing vs our Lo2d Jelus 
Chꝛiſt. men. 


The Argument. 
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A certaine Initiat vow of loue beeing 
made beetweene the ſoule of euerye 
faichfullciriſhan & the fayre daugh- 
ter of Ieſus, eternall life, wee haue to 
conſider the mercifull & gracious co- 
uenant of God towards the faithfull 
and carefull of his couenant, & theyr 
owne vow was ſtudie to bee furniſhed 
with all diuine vertues, ſo as they are 
the prefixed daye of promiſe vnde- 
ſiled, which ſhall then wiſely purchaſe 
the pronided place of euerlaſting glo- 
ry for all them that ſeeke the glory of 
God and their ſoules health, | 
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N Rome dwelled ſomen 
mightie emperour named, 
mus, which had onelp a dan 
ter a damolell, fapze and gra 
cions in the ſight of cuery man, which 
had to name Aglaes. There was alſo in 
themperours pallapes a gentle knight 
that loued this lady aboue all thing in 
the wo2ld, It beefcll after vpon A daye 
F. iii. that 


E 
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that this knight talked with this lady x 
vttred in ſecrete wie his diſtre to hir. 
I Then {avd ſhir courteoully, th y haue 

trod to me the pumty of pour heart, 
2 ſhall in like wife fo2 pour loue vitcr 
to pou the ſecretes ok mine heart, and 
truelp J ſap that aboue all other J loue 
pou belt. 

Then ſaide the knight. Jpurpoſe fo 
viſit the holy Land, and therefo2c gue 
me pour frouth,y this ſeauen peere pc 
ſhall take no other man, but ouclp ſoꝛ 
of ; we lotic fo tarry ſoꝛ mee ſo long, 4 ił 
| J come not againe by this day vu. vcre, 
| then what man per lyke beſt. vnd 
> wile J ſhall pꝛomiſe pou v with⸗ 
ſcucn yeere J ſhal take no wife. 
aid ſhe. this touenãt pleaſeth met 
Mhen this was laid, eche of them 
dthed other, and then this knicht 
Re his icanc of this Lady and went 
fo2th to the holy land. Anone after 
that the Emperour treated with the 
king of Hungary fo the mariage foꝛ 
his daughter. Then came the king of 
Hungay to the Emperours pallays fo 
ker his daughter, and when her had _ 

ir 
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hir, he liked maruactouſly wel hir beau⸗ 
tie anv hir godnelle, fo that the Empe⸗ 
rouc and the Ming were accoꝛded in all 
things as touching the — 
the cond ' cion that the damoſell Woul 
conſent . Then called p Cmperour t 
rung Lady to hin and ſaid,D my faz 
daughter, J haue pꝛouided fo2 thee t 
a Ring hall be thy huſband,if they 
ſo aſſent, thercfo2e tell mee whe 
f were thou wilt atuc to this. 

Then ſapde ihr to hir father, it 
ſeth mee well, but of one thing de 
ther J pou beſeech i it might plea 
to aranat me fo2 the loue of & 
haue auowed my chaſtitie onelp 
to? this vii. ptere, therefoꝛe dere 
J beſech pou foꝛ all y lone that 
t uieene pour gracidus fatherhe 
ma, that pe name no man to bee ut 
band till theſe vit. pre ber ended, f 
J ſhall be ready in all things to full 
pour will. Then layde the Emperou 
ſith it is fo that thou wilt no hul bande 
haue this ſeuen pœre, J will not bꝛeake 
thy vow, but when theſe ſeuen peerres 
bene palled, thou ſhalt haue the king of 
FF lit, Hun- 
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Hungary to thy huſband. 
And then themeperour (ent foꝛth his 
letters to yking of Hügary pꝛaying him 
iet it might picaſe him to abide vii. pere 
| p2 the loue of his daughter, and then 
ould he (pedo of his intent without 
ple. Yeereof the Ling was plcaſcd, 
graunted to abide p pꝛomiſed day. 
when thole vii. pres were ended 
a dap, p pong Ladie ſtode in hir 
per mindow and wept ſaze, fays 
vs, Moe and alas, as to moꝛom 
e pꝛomiſed to bee with me againe 
> holy lande, and alſo the King of 
ary to moꝛow will be heere {oz ta 
me; acco2ding to mp fathers 
and 17 my loue come not at a 
e honre , then am J vtterly des 
bf the inward loge of him. 
ku the dap came the king araped 
owardes the Emperour with a 
if company to marry his daughter, 
nd was ropally beeſ&ne and araped in 
purple. nd while the king was ri ding 
on his wap, there came a knight ſod ain⸗ 
iy riding by him, to whome he ſapde 
thus. 
Dre 
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Decre friend whence art thou, and 
whence commeſt thou. The knight ans 
ſwered and ſapd, J am of themppꝛe of 
Rome,and now am come late from the 
holy land and am ready to doe your ſer⸗ 
uice ſuch as J can, And as they rode 
talking by the wap, it began to rayne 
ſo faſt, that all the kings apparell was 
almoſt ſpopled. Then (aide the knight. 
My loꝛd, quod her, pœ haue done fwliſhip, 
fo2 as much as ve bꝛought not with vou 
pour houſe. Then ſapd the king whp 
ſpeakeſt thou ſo, my houſe is large and 
bꝛoad t made of ſtones & moꝛter, how 
ſhould J then beare with mee my houſe, 
thou ſpeakeſt to me like a fole. When 
this was laid they rod farther till they 
came to a great water and a Teepe,the 
king ſmote his hoꝛſe with his ſpur res 
and leapt into the water, ſo that her 
was almoſt dꝛowned. Then the knight 
ſaw this, x was ouer on that other ſide 
of the water without perill, hee ſayd to 
the king, Ver were in perill, and there⸗ 
foꝛe ve did ſoliſhly bicauſe ye bzought 
not with pou pour bꝛidge. Then ſaide 
the kinght, thou ſpeakeſt meruaplouſſp, 

4. b. my 
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my bꝛidge is made of lime # one, and 
concaineth in quantity moꝛe then halfe 
a myle, how thould J then beare with 
me my bꝛidge, therefoꝛe thou ſpcalicſt 
fœliſhlp. Mell ſaid the knighe wy fas 
liſhneſle map turne thee ko wiſdome. 
TAhen the king had ridden a little tars 
ther, he alked the knght what time of 
dape it was. Then lade the knight ik 
any man haue liſt to cate, it is tyme of 
the day to eat, and ther foꝛe my reuerẽt 
Loꝛd J p2ay you fo take a modicoms 
with me, foꝛ that is no diſwo2lhtppe to 
pou but great honour fo me befo2e the 
fates of this Emppꝛe. Then lapde the 
king, J will aladly eate with the. Thep 
fate both downe in a vyne garden, and 
all that were with the ing and with 
the knight dined. And when dinner was 
done, and that the king had walhen, the 
knight ſaide to the Ring. My Loꝛd quod 
her, pte haue done kliſhly, foꝛ 5 ya lead 
ot with vou pour father and pour mos 
ther. Then (aide the king, what ſaieſt 
thou, wy father is dead, and my mo⸗ 
ther is olde, and map not trauaile, how 
ou J then bzinge them with me, 
theres 
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therefo2e to thre J lay the truth, a folt- 


ſhcr man then thou art ſaw J neuer. 
Then ſaid the Knight , cucry wozke is 
p22!ſcd at the ende. UWhen the Unight 
had ridden a little far ther and was ny 
hand to themperours pailatcs,p night 
aſked icaue to goe from him, fo2 this 
cauſe. hee knew a nœrer way to the pas 
lays to the poung Lady that he might 
tome firſt and leade hir with him. Then 
ſatd the king, J pꝛap thee fir teil me by 
what place pur polſeſt thou to ride. Then 
ſaid 5 Knight J ſhall tell you truth, this 
day ſeuen pere J left a net in a place, 
and now J pur poſe to viũt it and dꝛaw 
it to me, ⁊ if it bee bꝛoken JF will leaue 
it, and if it be whole then will J fake 
it tome. and keepe it as a pꝛecidus Few- 
ell, and when he had ſayd what him liſt, 
he toke his leaue of the king and rodde 
foꝛth, and the King kept the bꝛoad high 
wap. 5 

hen themperour heard of p Kings 
tomming. he went towards him with a 
great company,t ropallp receicd him, 
tauſing him to ſhift his wet clothes and 
aͤttpze him againe with new clothes. 

And 


* 
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And when the Cmperour and the king 
were ſet to meat, the Emperour wel⸗ 
commed him with all the chere 4 ſolace 
that hee could. And when thep had dined 
themper dur al ked tidings of the King. 
My Lo2d ſatd he, J ſhall tell you what 
J heard this dap by the way. 

There came a knight to me and res 
nerentiy ſaluted me, and anone after 
there tame a great raigne, which great⸗ 
lp ſpoiled my apparell, 4 anone p knight 
ſaide, ſir thou haſt done foltſhlp, fo2 ſa 
much as thou bꝛoughtit not w ther thy 
houſe. Then (atd themperour, what clo⸗ 
thing had y knight on him. A cloake qd 
the king. The laid themperour, fo2ſath 
that was a wiſe man, foꝛ p honſe wher⸗ 
of her ſpake was a cloake, therefoꝛe he 
ſaide to you that pt did fœliſhlp becauſe 
pre came without pour cloake, foꝛ if pou 
had bꝛought with pon acloake, then had 
nat pour clothes ben ſpoiled with ratne, 
Then ſaide the king, when wer had ri⸗ 
den a little farther, we came to a dæpe 
water, I ſmote my hoꝛſe with mp ſpur⸗ 
res and almoſt J was d2cwncd,and he 
Code on the other ite ol the water and 

found 
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found no peril,and then ſaid he fo mer, 
pe haue done foliſhly, fo2 ſo much that 
pe ledde not with pou pour bꝛidge. Foꝛ⸗ 
ſoth, ſaid themper our he ſapd truth, fo2 
he called the bꝛidge your lquires, that 
ſhould haue ridden befoze pou and aſ⸗ 
ſapde the deepenes of the water. Then 
ſaid the king, we rode farther, & at the 
laſt he pzaycd me fo dine with him, and 
when we had dincd he ſaide, J did vn⸗ 
wilelp, foꝛ J ledde not with mee nip fa- 
ther and my mother. Sothly ſaide the 
Emperour he was a wiſe man and ſaid 
trouth, fo2 he called pour father E mo- 
ther bꝛead and wine, and other vitailes. 
Then ſaid the king we rode farther and 
ar.one after he aſ ked me leaue to noe 
from met, and J aſked diligent!y whe⸗ 
ther he went. And he anſwered agapne 
and ſapde . This day vii. yere J left 
a Nette in a pꝛiuie place, and now J 
will rpde fo viſit it, and if it bee bꝛo⸗ 
ken o2 toꝛne, than will J leaue it, and 
if if bee whole as J left it, then ſhall 
it be to mee right pꝛecious, and J ſhall 
beare it with mee. Whan themperour 
heard this he cryed with a lowde voice 

and 
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and ſaid. O ye my knights and my ſer⸗ 
uaunts come pe with mee ſpedily vnto 
my daughters chamber, fo2 ſothlp that 
is the nette whereof the knight ſpake. 
And andne his knights and his ſernats 
went vnfo his daughters chamber and 
found hir not, the foꝛeſapde knight had 
taken hir with bim. And thus the knig 
was decctued of [he damoſell. And hee 
went home againe to his owne country 
aſhamed. 


The Morall. 


Der re friends this Emperour is our 
Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt, and this faire daugh⸗ 
ter is euer laſting life, the which them⸗ 
perour had oꝛdained fo2 kings, knights 
and other men The knight that lo⸗ 
ucd this young Lady,is eucry god chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian ſoule, which holdeth him ſelfe not 
woꝛthp to come in the ſight of God, vn⸗ 
fo ſuch toy as the apoſtle ſaith, Non eſt 

condigne paſsionis huius teipporisad fu- 
turã glonz a They be not ſo woꝛthy of lut⸗ 
fering this time to attaine bnto y gloꝛy 
that 
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that is to come. This knight was vii. 
pceres abſent from his loue, like as a 
god Chꝛiſtian man all the dayes of his 
life ſhould labour and frauaile in ſul⸗ 
filling the vin. woꝛkes of mer cie. By the 
king that came without a cloake in the 
raine, is to vnder ſtande ſome m'ghtie 
men 6: this wo2ld as that haue cloaks 
to couer all their other clothes. Wp this 
cloake is vnder ſlod charitie, as the apo⸗ 
ſtle ſaith , Charitas cooperit multitudi- 
nem peccatoium. Charitie coucreth the 
multitude of ünnes. But many men 
haue not this cloake, wherefoze they be 
wet in the rayne of pꝛide, auarice, and 
lecherie. 

This king alſo was almoſt dꝛowned, 
bicauſe he lacked his bꝛidge, that is to 
ſape, perfect faith. Foꝛ we (ee daply that 
there map no man palle ouer a arcate 
water, bꝛoad t depe without a b2idge, 
oꝛ ſome other thing that is able to beare 
him . Right ſo with cut faith it is im⸗ 
pollible to plcaſe Cod. And thus may 
no man be ſaucd without faith, when 
thei let their life in wozldly tov 02 wo2ld 
ly heipe, moze than in the heip of God, 

which 
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which is mightie to doe all fhinges, 
wherefo2e he ſaith himſelfe thus. Si ha- 
bueritis fide ſitut granum ſinapis pote- 
115 &c. If pe haue faith as the grarne 
of muſterd, then map pe lay fo the hills 
remoue out of pour places, they chall 
remoue. But many of vs now a dares 
bath oner reeblc faith, t thercio2e they 
thall ſodainlp fall in the clay of deſpe⸗ 
ration and by deadly ſinne oftentymes 
they offend God, Alſo this king had not 
bꝛouaht with him his father © his mos 
ther. By the father which is cauſe of ge⸗ 
neration is bo onderſtande humilptie, 
without whom there is no vertue in a⸗ 
ny man. And thereto accoꝛdeth ſaint 
Gregoꝛp, ſaping thus. S1 quis cete- 
ris vertutes ſine hunilitate congregat, 

&c. He that gathereth all other vertucs 

wnthout humilptie, is like a man that 


c:itcth duſt in the winde. His mother 


betokeneth hope, therekoꝛe he that will 
obtaine euer laſting lpfe, hum behoueth 
to haue the cloake of charitie, bꝛidge of 
faith, a father of meckenes, 4 a mother 
of hope, as the apoſtle ſaith. Spe ſalui 
facti ſumus . Allo this knight — the 
ſtrait 
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ſtraight path way t the king the bꝛoad 
way. Foꝛ he that will be ſaued, it beho⸗ 
ueth him to go a ſtrapt wap, that is to 
ſape. the way of falling, almes deeves, 
chaſtitic and repentaunce. Ot᷑ the which 
wap ſpeaketh the apoſtie. Str.cta eſt via 
que ducit ad vitam eternam. The wap is 
ſtrapte that leadeth to euerlaſting life, 
But many men goe y other wap which 
leadeth to hell, that is to fay, by the wap 
ot fleſhlp luſt, ⁊ luch men bene gone out 
of the way of euerlaſting life, but ſuch 
men be deceiued thꝛough y way. Ther⸗ 
foꝛe ſtud:c we to walke that wap wher 
by we map obtaine euerlſt ing life. 


The Argument. 


TBy this hiſtory is figured as apeareth 
in themorall, the ſoule of euery good 
chriſtian to him holden as his daugh- 
ter. But beeing ſeduced, caryed away, 
and defiled by ſathan our fowle eni- 
my, ſhe is reduced by the helpe and 
valrant prowes of our heauenly cham- 
pion Chr iſt Ieſus vnto his former ha- 
& G. bita- 
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bitation. Vet man being vngrateful to 
his Redeemer forgetteth his dutie, 
and for good, rewarding euill to his 
champion Chriſt leſus deliuering him 
to be iudged by the law as an oſfen- 
der, but when the champion auouch- 
etli what he hath done tor man & his 
ſoule, than is he with ſhame of his in- 
gratitude conſtrained to haue remorſe 
call for grace to repent & amend 
his life by the death & paſsion of this 
champion Chriſt poſſeſſeth lyfe of 
cucrlaſting ioy and bliſſe. 
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Dmetime dwellcd in Rome a no- 
ble Emperournamed Agias,which 
had retaining vnfo him a Knight 
called Gerard, which was a wozthy 
warrioꝛ, neuertheleſſe he was as meke 
as a Lambe in the Emperours courte, 
but in the field he was like a Lion. | 
This Emperour had a faire daughter, 
whome the ſtrong and mightie Carle 
of Paleſter cat rꝑed perfozce away and | 


defiles 
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defiled, neuertheleſſe it diſpleaſed moꝛe 
themperour the defiling of his daughter 
than the carrying of hir away, where⸗ 
foe he called vnfo him his counſaple 
and ſapde. Deere friends it is not vn⸗ 
knowen fo you the deſpite and violence 
done to me in deflowꝛing of my daugh⸗ 
ter, and therefoze J purpoſe to giue bats 
faile to the Carle, wherefoꝛe J pꝛay pou 
to be ready at a day , that pe map pꝛo⸗ 
cede with me in battaile. And they 
ſapde, Lo2d we be readie fo line and 
dye with pou in battaile. 

When the apoinfed day of baktaile 
came, they met on both ſides, and a cru⸗ 
ell ſharp conflict was pꝛoſecut ed on both 
ſides, and all that were of fhemperours 
part were ſlatne , And as themperour 
humſelfe ſhould haue bene fo2ccably al⸗ 
ſapled, the knight Gerard put himſelke 
among his enimies befoꝛe themperour, 
and fought mankullp, and ſo Thempe⸗ 
rour eſcaped, and the knight aboad and 
flew the earle, neuertheleſſe this knight 
had diuers wounds . This not withſtä⸗ 
ding he aboao ſtill till y blood ran downe 


fo his fate, | 
Chi. and 
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And when his enimies ſaw that the 
Carle was llaine, they fedde, and the 
linigyt with his people tollowed ou the 
chace till be? came to the plate where 
thempersurs daughter wis, and !rdde 
hir with inm. And thus with triumph 
and victoꝛy he returned againe te them⸗ 
p2cour , Fo2 he which vito2p and res 
ohtaining of themperours daughter he 
was greatly pꝛatſed of all people. | 
Not long after it befel that this knight 
had a ſauce to moue themperours court, 
whercto2e the knight came vnto them- 
perour & pꝛaped him nieckely to be fas 
uoꝛable in his cauſe, and further moꝛe he 
pꝛaped him to doe the realon touching 
his honeſt demaund. | 

When Themperour had heard him, 
bc called fo him a Juſtice and ſard. Sir 
Juſtice our will is, that pou periozme 
all equitie bnfo this knight, and that 
that the Law will. And whe the knight 
heard this, he cryed with a lowd voice. 
Alas, alas, who heard euer ſuch a thing 
od an Emperour, thou wert, ſaid hee in 
battaile, where thy head ſhould haue 
beene ſmitten oll, and Jin myne owne 

perſon 
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perſon and none other man, put my lelte 
in icopardp foꝛ thœ, and faucd three, and 
now thou halt alligned an other man fo 
bs Judge in mp cauſe, alas that euer 
thon wert boꝛne. And with that wo2d 
the knight put of all his clothes a ſhew⸗ 
ed his wounds that her had receiurd in 
the battuiic, vnto ail the men p were 
there pꝛeſent, and ſapde. Loe, what J 
haue ſuffercd foꝛ the, Oh Emperour, 
and J put none other man in my ſtede. 
and now thou alligneſt an other man 
in my cauſe. oꝛ (oth J ſap to the, that 
J neuer ſerued luch a Lo2d bœfoꝛe. 
When the Emperour heard this, being 
almoſt confounded in himſelle, ſaid thus. 
O Deere fricnd all that thou ſapeſt is 
trouth, thou ſauedſt mee from death, 
thou diddeſt reobtaine mp daughter a⸗ 
gaine, and foꝛ my ſake thou haſt ſuffe- 
red many wounds. Foꝛ ſwth it is right 
that J in my owne perſon come downe 
and make an end of thy cauſe, ſuch as 
map bee honour and iope to thee. 
And when themperour labozcd buſity 
in this matter, and made thereof an 
ende acco2ding to the knights entente, 
G. iii. wheres 
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wherefo2e all men greatly commended 
the Emperour, 


The Morall 
Deere friends this Emperour map bee 
called euer y Chꝛiſtian man, 02 elſe all 
mankinde, which had a faire daughter, 
that is to ſap, the ſoule made to the ſi⸗ 
militude of God. This Carle bætoke⸗ 
neth the diuell, which carryeth away 
t dcflow2eth by ſinne the ſoule of man 
thꝛough cating of the fruite of the tete 
knowing god and cuill, wyercio2e all 
mankind was in thꝛaldom, til a ſtrong 
und valiant knight came and put him⸗ 
ſelfe on the Croſſe to ſuffer death, as a 
redermer ot mankinde from the diucl!, 
Fo? if that had not beene, wee had all 
beene partakers of thzaldome euer la⸗ 
iſtngly, and this night reduced and 
reobtayned the Soule of man vnto the 
Church, wherefoꝛe hee ſuffered many 
great wounds in his body. And now this 
knight, that is to ſape, our Lozd Jeſu 
Ch2lt bath a matter to doc among vs, 
that is to ſape, to fynde in vs perfecte 
like, wherefoze he calleth on vs _ 
tha 
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that wee ſhold bee redy at all times, ſap⸗ 
ing thus in p Apocaltple. iii. Ecceſto ab 
hoſtium & pulſo: ſi quis mihi aparuerit 
introibo & canibq. That is fo ſay, Loe 
A ſtand and knocke at the do2e, if any 
man will open to mee I ſhall come in e 
ſuppe with him. But mann men doe as 
the Emperour dyd, the which appoin⸗ 
ted the knight an other Judge then him 
ſelfe. But now a dapes there bee ſome 
men that will doe no repentaunce foz 
the loue of him, which alligned no man 
but himſelfe to fight foꝛ vs. And theres 
foꝛe againſt vnthankfull perſons it ſhal 
be ſapde thus. Loc he ſuffcred fo2 vs 
on the Crolle, deſpopled of all his clo⸗ 
thing, and ſhoweth to vs all his woũds 
that he ſuffered fo2 vs. 

Wee wee therefo2e thankfull vnto God 
fo2 his graces that wa map ſuffer foz 
his lone ſome ſozowfull repentaunce. 
Fo2 he that ſuffereth paine foꝛ the loue 
of God in this life, ſhall recctue an hun⸗ 
dꝛid tymes moꝛe reward in the lyfe 2 
uerlaſting, and allo he ſhall obtaine e⸗ 
uerlaſting life: vnto p which our Loꝛd 
Jeſus bꝛing all mankinde. Amen. 

G.iiii. The 
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The ſoule of man is heere warned to 
eſcne the pleaſant baites and ſubtill 
craft of the diuell, that ſhee yeeld not 
to his allurments, leaſt ſhee bee ouer- 
come of kanand hee get the vantage 
of this mortall courſe from hir, and 
bereue hir of the ioyes in the lyfe te 
come. 


The 16 . Hiſtory. 


Mere dwelt ſomtimes in Rome 

a witty emperour namid Pom- 

pey, which had a fapze daugh⸗ 

ter called Aglas. This daugh⸗ 
ter had manp vertues aboue all other 
women of that Emppee. 

Firſt, ſhee was faire and gractous in 
the ſtaht of cuery man. She was allo 
C\wift in running, that no man might 
ouertake hir by a great ſpace. When 
Themperour vndcrftod theſe two ver⸗ 

tues 
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fucs in his daughter, hee was right top- 
full, wherefoze hee made to pꝛocſaime 
thꝛougheut all his Emppꝛe, that what 
man poꝛe oz riche would runne with 
his daughter ſhould haue hir to wpfe 
with great riches, ik he might ouer⸗ 
runne hir and come ſeoner to the marke 
then ſher, and il thee ouer runne him and 
come ſoner to the marke then her, his 
hcade ſhould ber [mitten off. 

Whhen the ſtales of that Emppꝛe, as 
Dukes, Carles, Bartone and knights 
heard this crpe, thep oſter ed theriſciucs 
one after an other to runne with hir, 
but euer this young Lady ouer-ranne 
them all, wherfoꝛe they loi their heads 
accoꝛding to the law. That tune there 
was a po2e man dwelling in Rome, 
which thought within himſclfe J am 
a poꝛe man and come of poa2e kinred, 
there is made a common crie, that what 
man ſo euer might ouerrunne the Em⸗ 
perours daughter by any wiſe, ſhould 
be pꝛomoted to great honour and rich⸗ 
eſſe, therefoꝛe tf might ouercome hir 
by any maner wate, J ſhould not onley 
bee pꝛomoted to great honour but alſo 

G ev. all 
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all my kinred. This poꝛe man pꝛoui⸗ 
ded himſelfe of the Jewells, whereby 
he might winne hir. Firſt he made a 
gar land of red roſes and of white. 
Second!y,he made a faire girdle ot ſilke 
cunningly wꝛought. Thirdlp he made 
a purſſe of ſilke umb2odercd with pꝛeci⸗ 
ous ſtones, and within the purſſe was 
a ball of th2c& coulours, and vppon this 
purſſe was wꝛought this poſey. Who 
playeth with mee, ſhall neuer bee wery 
of my playe. 

Then put he theſe th:& things in his 

bolome, and went foꝛth to the pallapes 
cate crping and ſaying. Come foꝛth 
fapꝛe Lady come fœꝛzth, foꝛ J am redp 
to runne with you and fulfill the laws 
in all things. 
When themperour heard this, hee com⸗ 
maundcd his daughter to runne with 
him. This pong ladp went to hir cham⸗ 
ber window, and when ſhe ſaw him, ſher 
deſpiſed him and ſapd. J haue onercome 
many woz2thy knights, and now muſk J 
runne with a cho2le , neuertheleſſe J 
ſhall falftl my fathers cõmaundement. 

Anone the damolell araped hir foꝛ to 

runne 
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runne with him. And at the laſt they 
ranne together, and within ſhoꝛt ſpace 
the damolell went farre afoze him. 
Then thts Jugler ſaw this, he thꝛew 
fo:th p garland of flowers befoze hir. 
And when the damoſell beheld and ſaw 
tnat,ſhee Couped downe and foke it vp. 
and ſet it vpon bir head, and that while 
the Jugler went afo2e hir. And when 
this pong damoſell ſaw this, ſhee wept 
ſoꝛe, and fo2 ſo2zow ſhe thꝛew the gar⸗ 
land in a ditch and ranne after him di⸗ 
ligentlp,. at the laſt ſh& ouertoke hum, 
and lift vp hir right hand and gaue him 
a buffet, ſaping to him thus: Abide thou 
w2etch, it berſemeth not thy fathers 
ſonne to haue mee to his wife. And this 
poung Lady went biefo2e him a great 
ſpace. ind when the Jugler ſaw this, 
hee toke ont p girdle of his boſome and 
thꝛeb it bœfoꝛe hir. And when ſhee ſaw 
that, lightly ſhe ſtouped downe x foke 
it vp, and anone gy2de hir therewith, 
and then the Jugler went againe bees 
fo2e hir. 

And when ſhe ſaw that, ſhe made great 


lamentation, and toke the girdle with 


hir 
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hir teeth & fare it in thꝛee preces, and 
then th2ew it from hir, and then ſhe& 
ranne faſt after hum t at the laſt ouer 
to ae him, and then the toke vp hir hand 
t gaue hun a great blow, ſaping theſe 
woꝛds. O w2cich, thinkeſt thou to o⸗ 
w2rcome me, and with that ſhe ranns 
berfoꝛe him a great (peace. The Jualer 
. 16 llpe and ſubt il, and aboad till that 
ſheꝛ was almoſt at the marke, and then 
hee t92ew fo2th bœtoze hir the Purlle, 
and when the ſaw this Purſſe, anone 
ſhx ſtouped down? and toke it vp, and 
opened it, and found the ball, and red 
the poſey, Who playeth with mee, ſhall 
neuer bee weary of my play, And then 
began the to playe, and ſo long ſhe con⸗ 
tinued in playing fil! that the Jugler 
was beto2e hir at the marke. And thus 
be wanne thmperours daughter. 


The Morall 


Deere friends this Cmperour is our 
ſauiour Chꝛiſt, and his fay2e daughs 
ter is mans Soule, which was made 
cleane with the water of regneration 

02 


26471177 


E 


EP „6 


Geſta Romanorum, 47 


02 baptiſme, and was alſo ſ wilt in run⸗ 
ning, that is to ſape, in vertue, while 
that ſhe is in cleanneſſe, ſo that no dead⸗ 
ly ſinne might ouercome hir. 

This Jugler that is of ſo ſubtill and 
craftie liuing is the diuell, the which 
ſtudieth dap and night to deceiue inno⸗ 
cents. 

Her pꝛouideth him of thꝛer thinges: 
Firſt, ot the garland which betokeneth 
pꝛyde by this reaſon, foꝛ why a garland 
of flowers is not ſet vpon the arme noꝛ 
vpon the fte, but vpon the head, that 
it map be ſcene. Night ſo pꝛide would 
be ſeene: againſt pꝛoude men ſpeaketh 
ſaint Auguſtine, ſaping thus. 
Quemcunq; ſuperbum videris, filium di- 
aboli dici non dubites. That is to ſape, 
what pꝛoude man that thou maiſt ſ, 
doubt y& not to call him the ſonne of 
the diuell. 

Do thou fherefo2e as the maiden did, 
bewaple thy ſinnes and take of the gar⸗ 
land of pꝛyde and call it in the ditch of 
heartie repentaunce, and ſo ſhalt thou 
giue the diuell a great buffet and ouer⸗ 
come him. 

But 
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But when this Jugler, that is to ſay, 
our ghoſtlp enimie, the diuell ſeth him⸗ 
ſelte oucrcome in one ſinne, than he rc- 
furncth + tempteth a man in an other 
inne, and caſteth befoꝛe man the girdle 
of lecherp. 

But alas there be very manv ap2d 
with the gy2del of lecherp, of the which 
gyꝛdle ſpeaketh ſaint Gregory ſaping 
thus , Gyrde we our loyncs with the 
gyrdle of chaſtitic, for who ſo euer is 

yrt with this gyrdle ſhall not leeſe the 
courſe of lyfe. 

Then caſteth the Jugler foꝛth (that 
is to ſap, the diuell) the purſſe with the 
ball. The purſle that is open aboue 
and cloſe vnder , befokencth the hart, 
which cucrmoze ſhould be cloſe in the 
botfome againſt earthly things, 4 open 
aboue toheauenly top,+ the two ſtrings 
that openeth and ſhitteth the purſſe, bes 
tokeneth the loue of God a of our ncighs 
bours. The bal which is round mouca⸗ 
ble to euerp part ofhts difference, beto⸗ 
keneth couetiſe, which moueth euer both 
in pong and in olde, and therfoꝛe p poſey 
was god ẽ true p was wꝛought on the 

purlle 
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purfſe, Who ſo plapeth w me, 5 is to 
ſay,with couefouſnelle ſhal neuer be ſa- 
tiſffed,Therfoze ſaith Seneca: Cum om- 
nia pectam ſeneſcunt, ſola cupiditas iu- 
ueneſcit. UUhen that all ſinne was olde, 
than couetiſe all onelp wareth young, 

Ther foꝛe let vs take herd that wee play 
not with this ball of couefouſnes, x tha 
without doubt wer ſhal obfaine 4 gaine 
the game with the tennes Ball in the 
bliſſe of heaueny neuer ſhall haue ende. 
Unto the which bliſſe bing vs her that 
ſhed his pꝛecious blod foꝛ vs. Amen. 


The Argument. 

The preaching of Gods word euery 
good prayer & practiſe as it is a ſoũding 
melody in the cares of God, and hath a 
tyme of felicitie for the delectation of 
mans minde, yet there is now and than 
ſtirred vppe ſome one or other ſiniſter 
meanes,by ſathã our whiſtling aduerſary 
that the ſame is hindred for a tyme tyll 
the prouidenceof God ſend forth godly 
preachers winch with the hooke of gods 
word do win againe the loſt felicitie, & 


{o recover the fall of ſuch ſoules as were 
ſeduced 


we 
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ſeduced into the perpetuall feloſhip 


ot angells in heauen, 
The 17 Hiſtorie. 

8 Theodoſius, which aboue all other 
thinge hee loucd beſt two thinges, 
namely, the Muſicke vpon the Harpe, 
and paſtime of hunting. Jt befell after 
vpon a dap as this Emperour hunted in 
a fazreſt,he heard ſo [werte a nopſe of 
harp sthat thꝛough the ſweetnes ther⸗ 
of he was almoſt rauiſhed of his witts, 
whercfo2e he ſought about the foꝛeſt to 
ſinde that melody, and at the laſt he eſ⸗ 
pyed at the ende of the foꝛreſt a pœꝛe 
man ſitt ing beſide a water playing on 
a harpe ſo ſweetly, that fhemperour be⸗ 
foꝛe that day heard neuer ſo werte a 
melodp. Then ſaide themperour, god 
friend, pꝛoctedeth this melody from thy 
harpe 02 no. The pw2e man anſwered e 
ſapd. My reuerend Loꝛd 7 chal tell you 
the trouth. Beſide this water my wife 
and my childe and J haue dwelled. xx. 
pere, 


Omkt ime in Rome dbwelled a migh⸗ 
tie Emperour and a wile, named 
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peere, E God hath giuen me ſuch grace, 
that when ſo euer J touch my harpe, J 


make ſo ſweete melody, that the fiſhcs 
of this wafer come out to mp hand and 
ſo J fake them, whercwith my wife, my 
childe, and J be ſuſfarincddaylyin great 
plenty . But alas 4 wela wap, on the o⸗ 
ther ſide of this water there tommeth a 
whiſtler # whiſteleth ſo ſweetly that ma 
ny times the filhes foꝛſake mee and goe 
to his whiſtling, and therefoꝛe my reue⸗ 
rend Loꝛd 3 beſech you of help againſt 
his hiſſing a whiſteling. Then ſaid them⸗ 
perour, J hall giue thee god help 4 coũ⸗ 
ſaile, I haue here in my purſſe a golden 
hoke which J will giue the, take thou 
it & binde it faſt at the ende of a rod, & 
with ſome woꝛme foꝛ the bait vpon the 
hoke, then caſt thy rod into the water 
foꝛthwith, e ply thy play vpon thy harp, 
and when thou perceiueſt the fiſh fobyte 
on the baite, dꝛaw them vp to the lande 
with that hoke, F then his whiſteling ne 
hiſſing ſhall not auaile. When the poꝛe 
man heard this, he reiopſed him greatly, 
and did all thing as he had taught him. 
And whe this poꝛe man began to touch 

9. his 
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his harps the fiſhes came to the bavfes 
than he toke them vy with his hwoke, t 


liued thereby in better eſtate long time, 
and at the laſt ended gratiouſip his life | 


in peace and relt. 
The Morall. 


¶ This Emperour befokeneth eln 
Cheiſt, which greatly delighteth to hunt 
the ſoule of mankinde in the koꝛreſt, that 
is holy Church. Her loueth alſo the me⸗ 
lody ol the har pe, that is to ſay, he loueth 
much thoſe y teach the holy woꝛd of god. 
This poꝛe man that late by the water 
ſide betokeneth p pꝛelats of the church 
and the pꝛeachers of the word of god, 
Which ought to ſit beſide the world, and 
not in the world, 5 is to ſap, they ſhould 


not (ct their delight in wozldly things. 


The pꝛeachers ought to haue the harp 
of holy ſcripture, whercwith thep may 
pꝛaiſe and honour God, and alſo there⸗ 
with dꝛaw out of this wo2ld p ſinners. 
Thertoꝛe laith the plalmiſt thus. Pꝛaile 
pe god in timpanes and ſing pe to him 
on the harps 4 the plalter of px ſtringes. 

But 
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But now a dares the pꝛeacher map ſap 
alas, foꝛ when 5 pꝛeach and teach holp 
ſcripture, the diuell commeth x whites 
leth ſo l wetly, that the finners dꝛaw to 
him, and will not here the woꝛd of god, 
but they turne themſeines onelp fo the 
delight of ſinne. The diucli decciueth allo 
mankinde by diuerſe wapes . Firſt in 
tune ok pꝛeaching he maketh ſome to 


leepe, and them that he cannot make to 


lleepe, he cauſeth them to talke c clatter, 
and them that he cannot make to clat- 
ter, hee maketh them ſo dull that they 
map not vnderſtand what the pꝛeacher 
ſaith, and them that he cannot beguile 
by theſe meanes, her putteth in them 
buſineſſe, and cauſeth them fo goe out 
of the Church. 

Lo ſo many waies the dinell hath to 
deceiue mankinde, und to let the woꝛd 
of God. Thereſoꝛe euer pꝛeoelate æ euer 
Pꝛeacher berhoueth to haue the golden 
hoke of gods grace againft this whiſte⸗ 
ling, by the which grace they mayd2zaw 
ſinners onf of this world vp to heaucn, 
vnto the which bzing vs our Lo2d Je⸗ 


ſus. Amen. 
Mi. The 
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The Argument. 

i Mans ſouſe the da woheer of our Savi- 
uiour is ſo deere vnto him, that he be- 
ing careful for the conuerſation of hir 

in Nate of ſincere lite, is yet ſeduced 
by the ſugeſtion of the fleth , which 
becing a greeuous tranſgreſlor is by 
earne ſt repentance and amend. mctof 
life enforced to biing the ſaid ſoule a- 
gaine vmodlutifullobedience towards 
God & man, that thence forwards cõ- 
tinuing, ſhe may attayn vnto the 1o1es 


of euerlaſling bliſledneſle. &c. 


The 18. Hiſtorie. 

Here dwelled ſometime in Rome 
à mightie Empe rour and a wiſe, 
named Polemus, which had no 
childe ſaue onely a daughter, whem he 
loued ſo much, that dape and night her 
oꝛdapned to haue hir garded with ar⸗ 
med knight. And aboue theſe knightes 
he oꝛdapned a compt roller well erpe⸗ 
rienced in euerp thing foz to teach and 
inſtrua them how thep ſhould doe . Heer 
oꝛdapned alſo a ſteward fo2 to guide his 

houſchold 
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houſehold. And when all this was done, 
on a night as he lay in his bed hee bees 
thought him that her would goe viſit the 
holy land. And then when all thing was 
ready foꝛ his rdurney acco2ding to his 
pur poſe, hee called vnto him his ſteward 
and ſapd. My truſty ſeruant J purpoſe 
now to goe ſ& the holp land, and ther⸗ 
foꝛe J leaue mp daughter in thy keps 
ing, x alſo J charge thee p the lack nos 
thing, but that thee haue all maner of 
iope and aladneclle that pertaineth to a 
virgin. Secondly, J leaue in thy ke ping 
flue knights that bene hir keepers, and 
charge the yp they lack nothing which 
to them bechoueth. 
Alſo J leaue to thee my grephound coms 
maunding that thou nouriſh and f&de 
him as it appert aineth, and if thou ful- 
fill all this that J haue (apd, p ſhalt at 
my comming againe receiue a great re- 
ward. Thẽ ſaid y ſte ward, mp dere Lo2d 
in all p Imap J ſhall fulfill pour will. 
When this was ſaid p emperour, toke 
his iourney toward p citie of Icruſalem 
and the ſteward a long time kept well 
and truelp themeperours oꝛdinãce, and 
H. iii. charge 
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charge eniopned him. But at the laſt if 
befell bpon a dap that this ſteward had 
eſpped this pong Lady walking alone 
in an Dꝛchepard with whole loue her 
was ſodainly ſurpꝛiſed, wherfoze ſtrait⸗ 
way againſt hir will her deſloured hir. 
And when he had committed ſinne with 
hie, hee gaue hir tl language and hated 
Me moe after then euer hee loucd hir 
bectoꝛe, and dꝛoue hir out of p pallais, 
wherfoꝛe this damoteli by this meanes 
being dꝛiuen to nccellitie and great pos 
Ucrtte, went from doze to doze à begs 
ged hir bꝛead. But when the knightes 
that were hir kepers heard of this, thep 
repoꝛued ſhamekulip ev ſteward of that 
üüntull deede. Then the ſteward wared 
wꝛoth, and foꝛ great hate that he had in 
his hart, he diſpoꝛled p hnights of their 
gods, i dꝛoue them fro p pallapcs. and 
when they were thus robbed x exiled, 
{ome fo2 lack of liuings became theues, 
and ſome mankillers, which though 
this inconuemence they wzought great 
harme. 
Sons after this, ther came tidings that 
themperour was arriued in far lands 
com⸗ 
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comming hemeward. And when the ſte⸗ 
ward heard this, hee was greatly trou⸗ 
bled and moued in hunſclie , and thus 
thinking in himſelke, hee laid thus. This 
map not bee bat needcs J Hall ber accu? 
{cd foꝛ my treaſpalle 5 J haue commit⸗ 
ted againſt theinperours comandemet, 
her is my God and mercifull Loꝛd, ther⸗ 
foze better it were that 7 goe t mete 
hin with all honour and humilit ie, and 
accuſe iy ſelfe to him, c alke him mers 

ie, then any other ſhould pꝛeuent mer 
t accule mee tomy Loꝛdof my trealon. 
Then the Steward ſtreight put ok all 
his clothes ſaue his hoſen and his iHerf, 
and toke th2z& ropes with hin in his 
right hand, and bare fte went and met 
the Emperdour. But when themperour 
had eſpied him comming a far of in ſuch 
maner, he wondꝛed greatlp. And when 
the ſteward was come ſo nere that bee 
might ſpeake to the Emperour, he fell 
downe on his knees and ſaluted him res 


uerentlp. Then ſaid y Emperour, what 


is bietalne the that thou mæteſt mee 
after ſuch a ſozt,fo2ſo much as thou art 
my ſteward, thou ſhouldeſt haue mette 

V. iiii. me 
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mc with a great company of knights. 
A my Lozd, quod hee, there is bafa:!cn 
me an heauie caſe,fo2 the which it bee- 
houeth me thus to mate pour highnes. 
Then laid the Tmpcrour, what caſe is 
that, that is befallen th. Mprcucrend 
Loꝛd, quod her, it behoueth fir ſt your itch 
nelle to aſke of mo why J bꝛing with 
mee theſe thꝛe ropcs. Then ſapd them⸗ 
per our, mhp bearcft Þ theſe th:& ropes 
in thy hand, Then anſwered this wo- 
full ſteward and ſatd. This firſt co2de 
being with me to binde my hands 
aid feet ſo hard, til ö blood b2aſt out 
on euerp ſide, fo2 that J haue well de- 
ſerued. The ſccond rope J being with 
me fo dꝛaw mce by a hoꝛſe taple vppon 
the pauement, till that p bones bee bare 
without fleſh, fo2 p ſhall bee due to mer 
foz the great treaſon J haue done a⸗ 
ga inſt pou. The third rope that J haue 
bꝛought is to hang me with, vppon an 
high galous, lo long that the byꝛds light 
on mp head, and on my bodp, and fede 
them ſelues of my lleſh, and theſe things 
are due to ſuch treſpaſſers and bꝛeakers 
of the lawe as J am, and therefoze my 

reue⸗ 
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reuerend Loꝛd haue mercy on mee, foꝛ 
dare not knowledge my treſpaſſe till 
A bee certaine of thy mercy and pittie. 
The laid themperour, J ſex inthe great 
meeknelle and contcition, therofoꝛe tell 
fw:th thy treaſpaſſe, ſothlp thou ſhalt 
finde mercy and grace. Alas, alas, then 
ſaide hre, I haus defiled thy daughter, and 
dꝛiuen hir out of fhy pallais, and now 
in extreame neccfſitie ſhe beggeth hir 
2cad from doꝛe to do2c.J haue allo diſ⸗ 
poiled thy knights of all their gods, and 
now ſome of them by meanes thep lack 
linings become threucs and robbers, x 
ſome mankillers, and the comptrowler 
of the knights J haue llapne. But J 
haue fedde thy graihound with the beit 
meate as long as J might, and tied him 
with a chayne, but at the latt hee bꝛake 
his chaine à went his way,fo that now 

hee runncth about in the countrp. 
Then the Emperour heard this, hee 
was ſoꝛe aſtonied and ſaid. Haſt thou 
defloured mp daughter whome J loued 
fo well, and alſo criled my knights, and 
ſlaine their comptrowler,and the grey- 
hound which J loued beſt, ok whome J 
N. v. gaue 
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gaue the charge is gone alſo, cerfes 
wereit not that J had loꝛgiuen it thee, 
oa that thou humble thy ſelfe ſo great⸗ 

„ I ſhauld put thee to the molt vileſt 
— -ath that could bee thought. Ther foꝛe 
depart hence fo2th; with and bang as 
game my daughter, then imapylt thou 
ma rr with hir, tik any harme herc⸗ 
after bertall fo hir in thy default, then 
ſhall J double thy pumſhment. Allo 

ulig thou againe mp knights, and ics 
ſtoze to them their gods, and let them 
in their tate and cffice as they were 
b:7020.cind alſo ſeke diligẽ tip my grep⸗ 
hound till thou nde him 4 then make 
hin taſt, fo that in the hercafter map 
ba ſound no default. and when the ſte⸗ 
ward heard this, he bowed with molt 
humble ſubmiſſion downe his head and 
thanked the Eimperour ok his great 
merci. 

And then hoe went ſooꝛth and fought 
through all the Emppꝛe ſo long till he 
had found p Emperours daughter and 
the hniayta, and allo p grephound, and 
b29:13ht them againe. And attcr that he 
had got to wife y pong lady wich great 

hondur 
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hononr ⁊ iope, and alſo reſtoꝛed againe 
the knights gods. And at the laſt he 
ended his life in peace and reſt. 
The Morall 
This Emperour beetokeneth our Lo2d 
Aclu Chziſt. His daughter betokene: th 
the ſoule of man, made after the ſiimi'ti- 
tude of our Loꝛd God. And pv. knights 
betokeneth p v. wits, armed with the 
vertue of baptim foz p pꝛeſeruation cf 
ö ſoulc. The compkrouller of p nights 
is reaſon Which ought to rule p wits. 
The greyhound is p fleſh of man. The 
ſfeward betokeneth euerp man fo whoe 
god hath giuen life c ſoule tokepe vnder 
paine of leſing euerlaſting life. But a 
w2ckched F wicked man remembꝛyng 
not that is to come, full often coꝛrup⸗ 
teth and poluteth his ſoule with ſinne, 
and repelleth hir from hir Pallapes of 
heauen, and then wandꝛeth ſhe from 
doꝛe to doꝛe, that is to ſap, from ſinne to 
ſinne. Mer diſpoiled theſe v. knights of 
their gods, that is to ſap, che v. wittes 
of theirs, 02 rather gracious vertues, 
taking away the naturall light from 
their eres, exvozteth them diloꝛderlp, 
azid 
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and alſo mouyng the carcs to liſten vn⸗ 
to ſlaunder and backbiting,and ſo fo2th 
of all the other wittes, and thus ſome 
bee made thæues, k (ome mankillers. 
The maſter of theſe v. wittes is llaine 
when ſo euer man 1s ruled by will, and 
not by reaſon. The arcybound,that is 
the flelh, wherein a man deliteth, was 
fedde and bound with a chaine of rea⸗ 
ſon, which he b2ca'icth full o.t and runs 
neth out, and doth much harme. 

The comming againe of this Cmpe⸗ 
rour from the holy land betokeneth the 
comming of our Lo2d Jeſu Cheiſt at 
foe dap of dome to iudge all mankinde. 

Therefoꝛe doe wee as the ſtewarde 
did, accuſe wee fir fk our ſelle of our ſins 
nes icalt the duell à the world accuſe 
vs, then tt is to late to alhe mertie, 
therkoꝛe put wee off our clothes betime, 
that is to lap, our ſinkull life, and take 
wr thre ropcs in our hands. 

The firlt rope that ſhould bynd cur 
bands and feete,beetokeneth the rope of 
true repentaunce which not onely cught 
to binde our hands 4x fœte, but allo both 

our 
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our hearts within vs and our oufward 
conuerſation in luch auſteritie of life, 5 
the blood bꝛaſt out on euery ſide, that is 
to ſap, that ſiune might iſſue and vote 
it felſe, Dre to accozdeth Ezechiell 
ſaying thus. In quacunq; hora egerit pe- 
nitentiam pecator ſaluus erit . When ſo 
euer the ſinfull man doth repent him⸗ 
ſelfe he ſhall be ſaued. The ſecond coꝛd 
foꝛ to dꝛaw the treſpaſſer, is acknow⸗ 
ledging of our ſinnes which ſhould dꝛaw 
vs from the beginning of our life vnto 
our liues ende, by the partp reconſiliati⸗ 
on to our ſelues to God man, vnto the 
time that the fleſh be fallen from the 
bones, that is to ſay, tell the luſt of the 
lleſh bee turned away by the ſtones of 
repentaunce . Fo2 in like wiſe as the 
ſtone by nature and kind is hard, right 
ſo the wap of repentaunce ought to bee 
hard. The third rope that ſhould hang 
the felon „is the rope of amendement 
of life. Fo2 as the ſcripture laith, there 
is more joye in heauen over one {inner 
that turneth vnto the Lord in time, than 
ouer &c. Like as the ſteward bꝛoucht 
againe Thempercurs daughter. So it 

beho⸗ 
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behoueth vs to ſeke about by frniffull 
faith, pca to finde our ſoule that we loſt, 
and bꝛinging hir againe to the church, 
to ruic well our fius witts, to ſccde our 
grephound as we ſhould, and make our 
lie ſo cleane and pure, that we fall not 
againe to ſinno, (oz feare that it foꝛtuns 
to vs woꝛſe, and that we haue no lea⸗ 
ſure to aſke mercvagaine at our neede. 
And it we fullſil ali this truelp vnto our 
liues ende, without doubt wer ſhall ob⸗ 
taine euer laſting life. To the which our 
Koꝛd bzing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


¶ The viqlating of our innocecie in not 
immitatin g the lav of God, is heere 
deſcribed 1 wit! 1 being ac:udged after 
thc lleſh, yet by the merits of C hriſt 
our ſauiour, ve obtaine our ſaluation. 


The 19. Hiſtory. 


2 N Rome dbelt ſometime a mightie 
Emperour and a wiſe named Edtenne, 
which oꝛdained a law foz p wholoecuer 

rauiſhed 
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rauiſhed a maide , ſhould be at hir diſ⸗ 
cretion wherewith Te would put heim 
fo death oz that lhe wind tale him to 
hir huſ band. 

It befell after that a man rauiſhed 
in a night two faire maidene, the firſt 
damoſell which he rauiſheddeſired that 
he ſhould dpe, and the ſecond deſired him 
to hir huſband, The rauiſher was tas 
ken + ledde befoze the Judge, that ſhould 
ſatiſſte both theſe damoſells through his 
wil dome and entire of the caule. The 
fieſt damoſell deſired the death, accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to the law. Then laid the ſccond, 
J deſired to haue hun my hul band, ſoz 
like as thou halt the law fo thre, fe in 
like caſe J haue it foꝛ inch, and neuer⸗ 
theleſſe mp petit ion is moꝛe better than 
poucs, ſoꝛ it is moꝛc charitable, fheres 
foze me thinketh in my reaion tgat the 
Juſtice ſhould giue ſcntence in faudur 
and furtherance of mp dcfire. Then the 
Juſtice vnderſtanding the great mercy 
of the ſecond daineſyvil, gaue indgement 
that he ſhould falic hir to his wife, and 
ſo it was done. 

25 The 


The Hiſtorie of 
The Morall. 


This Emperour betokeneth our loꝛd 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt. The rauiſher betokeneth 
euer ſinner, which rauiſheth gods mer⸗ 
cy as often he violateth the commaun⸗ 
dements of God by ſinne, foꝛ the divicll 
may neuer ouercome man but if it bee 
ſuffered by will. Foz ſaint Auitin ſaith. 
Non eſt peccatum niſi ſit voluntarium. 
It is no ſinne but ifit be volatary. The 
rauiſher allo is called afoꝛe the Juſtice 
when the ſoule is departed from the bo⸗ 
die, and anon the firſt damoſell (Inno⸗ 
cency) lapde againſt the ſinner that he 
ought to dye cuerlaſtingly by the law ol 
righteouſneſſe. But that other mapden 
(that is Chꝛiſt his merits) layd foꝛ hir 
hob the mercyof God ought to help by 
har ty repentaunce and acknowledging 
our ſinnes, which is the high wap to e⸗ 
ucrlaſting life , Unto the which God 
b:ing vs all. Amen. 


Tic Arguinent. 


The 
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The mother of the childe of grace 

and of the reprobate, is heere decla- 

red which of them ſhall be ſaued, and 

which of them dampned , is not yet 

reuealed vnto the world, till the day 
of iudgement. 


Toe 20 Hiſtorie. 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome a 
mightie Cmperour and a rich na⸗ 
med Lipodius, which toke to wiſe 
a faire virgin 4 a gentill, ö daughs 
ter of the king of Alsiria, this pong las 
dy conceiued and beare a chi de. And in 
the bpꝛth of hir ſonne the dyed. And as 
none after hir d:ceaſe this Emperour 
maried an other wife, and had by hir as 
childe alſo. And immediatelp after that 
theſe childꝛen were boꝛne, he ſent them 
both into a ſtrange land fo2 to be noꝛi⸗ 
ſhed Then ſaid the mother of the ſecond 
childe. Py reuerend Lo2d tenne peeres 
be now fully expired ſince J bare my 
childe, and pet ſawe J him neuer but 
once, and that was the ſirſt dape of his 
4. by2ty 
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by2th, therefoze J beſeech you my Loyd 
to ſend fo2 him, that J may once rctoyce 
mee of his ſight . Then ſaid the Capes 
rour, J hau: another childe by my firſt 
wpfe, and if J {cnd fo2 thy ſonne than 
mult J ſend foꝛ both, and than anone 
he ſent foꝛ them. And when thep were 
come thep were of paſſing faiture and 
well trapned, well u.iructcd + paliing 
like in allmaner thinges : ſo as hardly 
the one might bee knowen from the o⸗ 
ther, but by the father onelp diſcerned, 
Than ſaid the mother of the ſccond 


childe. A my Lozd, tell mee which ok 
theſe is my ſonne, and he called to hum 
his ſonne y he begate on his firſt wife. 
WUhan the Empꝛeſle heard this , ck 


gaue all hir care to nou 2tth him, and 


deſpiſed the other child. Wihen the Em⸗ | 


perour ſaw this, he ſaide to his wife , 


Certainely I haue deccincd ther, foꝛ him 
that thou loueſt ſo much is not thy ſon, 


but that other is thy ſonne. 


Than ſette cher all hir care vpon the 


ſeconde, and ſoꝛſoke the firſt. 
hen the Emperour ſaw tyis, he 
ſaide , Truely J haue decctued the 
withs 
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without doubt, tis is not thy ſonne» 
but one of them two is thy ſonne. Then 


ſapde the mother. A my Lo2de foz his 


lone that dyed fo2 mankinde, tell me 
without caucliacton, which of them is 
my ſonne. The Emperour anſwered 
and ſavd,certaincly J will not tell you 
till they come both to mans ſtate, foꝛ 
this reaſon. Firſt J told you that this 
was pour ſonne, and him haue vou che⸗ 
riſhed as thy ſonne, and foꝛſaken that 
other, and when J folde you that this 
was pour lonne, than deſpiſed you the 
fir ſt and cher iſhed the ſecond, thereroze 
J will that you bꝛing vppe and cheriſh 
them both, till that you map haue iope 
of them. 

When thempꝛiſſe heard this ſhe nou⸗ 
riſhed them both a like. And when they 
were both come to age, the Emperour 
made a great ſupper, and beſoꝛe all his 
geſtes her tolde his wyfe openly which 
of them was hir childe. | 

Than reiopſed the Cmp2elle greatly, 
and with hir ſonne ſhe ended hir lyke in 
peace and reſt. 
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The Hiſtoric of 
The Morall, 


This Emperours ſonnes befokeneth 
thoſe that be choſen to cucrlaſfing life, 
and thoſe that be not choſcn . The mo⸗ 
ther of themis » pꝛouidence of God that 
nouriſheth the both. Therfoꝛe our Lozd 
will not that his pꝛouidence ſhould let 
the woꝛld know which bee choſen and 
which be not choſcn . Foꝛ if ſhee knew 
that , than would ſhe lone the one and 
hate the other, and ſo ſhould charitie be 
ouerthꝛowen among vs, and ſhould liue 
in diſcoꝛd and ſtrife, but trouth at the 
dap of Judgement ſhall tel! vs which 
of them (hall be ſaued, 4 which of them 
ſha'l be dampaed . Thercfoze pꝛap wee 
in this woꝛld that we may come to the 
euerlaſting feaſt in hcanen . Unto the 
which God being vs all. Amen, 


The Argument. 
The vngodly of this world will take 


no paines to liue vertuouſly, and yet 
often ty mes are they enriched for the 
moſt 
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moſt part with the guites of fortune, 
neither caretull of the reward laid vp 
for pure vertue in heauen, nor fearing 
the torments ot hell deputed for the 
rich and vicious worldluigs. 


The 21. Hiſtory, 


Crovicen there dwelt in Rome @ _ 


noble Emperour named Polenus _ 


which had thzee ſonnes whome hee 

loucd much. Jt beefel! vpon a date 
when this Emperour lay vpon his bed, 
he bet hought him to which of his ſonnes 
he might giue his Emppꝛe aſter his de⸗ 
ceaſe. Then called he to him his the 
ſonnes and ſaide. Which of pou thze 
that is loweſt ſhall haue mine Cmpy2e 
after my deceaſe , The firſt ſonne ans 
ſwered and ſayde . Thyne Empyꝛe by 
reafon ſhall bee mne: Fo2 J am ſo low 
that if mp fote were in the kyꝛe, J had 
rather it ſhou d be bꝛent then J to take 
if out. 

Then ſaid the ſecond, J am (quod her) 
moꝛe apt to the Emppꝛe then thou, foz 
though ther were a rope about my neck 

J. iii. wher 
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wherwith J ould bee hanged, and if J 
had a ſharp \woz2d in my hand foꝛ great 
ſlouth p J haue J would not put ſwzth 
my hande to cutte the rope foz to ſaue 
my life: And when theſe two bꝛethꝛen 
had ſatd,fye third ſaide foꝛ him thus, J 
ought to be Emperour befoze vou both, 
fo2 J paſle you in ſlouth, and that will 
J pꝛoue thus. J lye vpꝛight in my bed, 
+ there deoppeth water vpon both mine 
epen, & fo2 great llouth that J haue J 
moue not my head neither to the right 
ſide of the bedde noꝛ to the lefte ſide, foz 
ſauing of my ſelfe . When the Empe⸗ 
rour heard this, he beequethed the Em⸗ 
pyꝛe vnto the poungeſt ſonne as to the 
ſloweſt of the bꝛetheren. 


The Morall. 
This Emperour betokeneth þ dinell, 
which is loꝛd & father ouer the vngodly 
in this woꝛld, by the firſt ſon is vnder⸗ 
ſtoda man that chaũceth into euil com⸗ 
pamp by whom he falleth into miſdemes 
nour and had leuer to be bꝛent in y fire 
of ſin, then depart from them. The ſe⸗ 
cond lonne betokeneth him that 3 
et 
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efh himſelfe bound with p band of ſin, 
wicrwith he is to be hanged on ß gal⸗ 
lous of hell, 4 is ſo ſlouthfull p hee wil 
not put them away with the lawfull 
{wo2d of repentance. By p third ſonne 
is under ſlod a man 5 heareth the tea⸗ 
ching of the iopes of heauen and of the 
paines of hell and will not moue him 
ſelfe to the right koꝛ loue and deſire of 
reward, noꝛ to the left ſide to foꝛlake his 


ſinnes foꝛ feare of eternall paine. Such 


a man without doubt fo2 his ſloth ſhall 
obtaine the kingdome of hell, from the 
which keepe vs our Loꝛd Jeſus. Amen. 
The 22,Hiltorie, 
Lexander the mightie Emperour 
ſometime ruled, which beſerged a ci⸗ 
tie of the kinge of Egipt with a great 
hoaſt, neuertheleſſe this Cmperour loſt 
many mightie nights without any 
hurt of ſfroke. And thus frö dap to day 
his people dyed ſodenly , whereaf this 
Alexander wondꝛed greatly t was full 
ſoꝛowfull therof in his minde,and anone 
let call afoze him the wiſeſft Phtloſo- 
phers that might bee found, and pꝛaied 
them to tell him why his people dyed 
J.itt, thus 
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thus ſodainly without woũd. The Phi. 
loſophers anſ wered and ſatd, 

Mp Lo2d it is no wonder, foz bpon the 
walls of that Caſfell within the Citie 
is a Cocatrice,thzough whoſe ſight your 
men dye, fo2 they are infected with the 
venime that commeth of his eren, and 
therevpon they dpe. 

Than this Alexander aſketh if there 
wer any remedy againſt that cocatrice, 
The Philoſophers aaſwered and ſaid, 
Mp Lo2d,thcre is god remedp, which 
is this, pleaſeth it yon to ſet vp a large 
mp2rour of cleere glaſſe ouer againſt 
this Cocatrice, bet wen your hoaſt i the 
wall of the citte, 2 when the cocatrice | 
beholdeth him ſelfe in the mp2rour, the 
deadly nature of this venimous ſight 
ſhall returne againe to himſelfe, # thus 
be (hall die, and pour men ſhal be ſaued. 
The Emperour w2ought by the couns 

' ſell of the Philoſophers, and let ſet vp 
ſtraight a large my2rour of glaſſe, and 
thus was the Cocatrice flapne, and tge 
Cmperour with his hoaſt made an aſs; 
ſault to the Citie, and obtained the vice 


fo2r. 
The 
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The Morall. 


This Emperour may bee called euer 
Chꝛiſtian man which ought to gather 
an hoaſt of vertues, foꝛ without vertue 


there map no man fight ghoſtlp. 


The Citie againſt whom pee ſhall fight 
is the woꝛlde, wherein there is an high 
Caſtell, that is to ſape, vanitie of vani⸗ 
ties. Vanitas vanitatum. And all vani⸗ 
tie, in this vanitie ſtandeth p Cocatrice 
that is to ſap, pꝛide of life, deſire cf the 
epes, and luſt of the fleſh, whertoze this 
pꝛide infecteth ſo manp, that they dy af 
the laſt euerlaſtingly. Therfoze p grea⸗ 
teſt remedy againſt this pꝛide, is p con⸗ 
ſideration of our vncleannes, how wer 
came naked into this woꝛld, x if it be aſ⸗ 
ked why a man is p20ude, cer tainelp it 
may be anſwered thus, fo2 defanlte of 
robbing himſelfe W vertues, what thall 
wer doe whe wee die thus goſtly but ſet 


vp a pure mirrour of conſciente, and by 
that conſcience wie may cõſider our wil 


sour bzittilnes as in a claſſe, where 5 
mailt (& thy owne default, r if weer doe 
J. d. thus 
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thus without doubt þ Cocafrice, that 
is pꝛide of life, deſire of the epes, and 
luſt of p fleſh, wer ſhall vtterly dcftrop 
and obtaine the victoꝛp of this woꝛldlp 
titie, x then be we ſure to winne euer⸗ 
taſting life, vnto the which God being 
both vou and mw. Anen. 


The Argument. | 

The ſoule of man being occupied in the 
body with the fleſh, ſhe ſeeketh by fi- 
miſter meanes to ouerthrowẽ the ſoule 
with hir vncleane luſts, after y world, 
wher though tlie ſoule for a time ſuf- 
fercth ſhipwrack of worldly felicitie, 
yet the Lvon of the tribe of luda is | 
of power, not onely to comfort him in 
neceſsitie, but alſo to reuẽge his imu- 
ry, & make him to repoſſeſſe with his 
former eſtate a more firmer euerla- | 
ſting felicity in the world to come. | 


The 23. Hiſtorie. | 


Mightie Emperour ſoinefyme 
J ruled the Romaynes maned Ar- 
* 


chelaus, the Which in his olde age 
clpowſed 
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efpowſed a fapꝛe young ladye,whome a 
young knight loued, t had to doe with 
hir as oft as him liſf. 

It beefell on a night that this Em⸗ 
perour beethought him in his bedde to 
vilit the citie leruſalem, wherfo2e with⸗ 
out any moze delap he oꝛdainid al thing 
neceſſary to his tourney , and twke his 
leaue of the Empꝛiſſe and of the ſtates 
— thempyze, © went towards the ſayd 

itie. 

When the Empziſſe heard this, ſhe 
foke the maſter of yp ſhippe and ſapd: 
If thou wilt conſent to mee & bee true, 
aſ ke of me what thou wilt & thou ſhalt 
haue it. The maſter of the ſhippe was 
co2rupt with couetouſneſſe and ſaid. O 
my deere ladpe, what ſo euer you will 
commaund mee J ſhall without fayle 
fulfill it, ſo that pee will reward mee fo2 
my labour. Then ſaide the Empꝛeſſe. 
oꝛ thou doe ought fo2 mee J ſhall giue 
thee what thee liſt to haue, ſo that thou 
wilt ſweare to bee true to me & keepe 
my counſlaile, 

The mailter of the ſhippe anone made 
bis oath to bee true to hir. N 
Then 
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Than laide the Empꝛelſle. y Lo2d 


goeth with you in pour ſhip, thcrefoze 
when be is in p middeſt of the ſea, taſt 
hun ont that hee may ba dꝛo wned, and 
pee (hall obtaine pour reward without 
anp withlaping. 

Chen the maſter of the hippe l ware 
a great oath and ſapde. By the great 
God Jubiter after he commeth once 
within my ſhip, pee ſhall neuer ſee him 
moꝛe. Then the lady paide him as much 
gold as he would haue, 4 fo2th he went 
to his ſhippe. 

And within ſhoꝛt time after the em⸗ 
perour tote his (hip, and when he was 
in the middes of the (ca, the maſter of 
that ſh:ppe toke Themperour & thꝛew 
him ouer bo2de into the (ea. 

Then the maſter returned againe and 
tolde the Empꝛeſſe that the Emperour 


was caſt into the ſea, whereof he was 


full glad. 

This Emperour p was thus eaſt info 
p ſea had learned in his pouth fo ſwim, 
and ſwam forth till he ſaw an Jlands 
in the ſea, but euer in his ( wtmming 
when be was faint & like to haue beene 

dzowned 
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downed, hee pꝛaped to God fo bee his 
help, and wept ſoze, tyll at the laſt her 
came into a little Jland wherein was 
nothing but Lyons and Lybberds and 
diuerſe other beaſts that ſwam thether 
from other lands. 

When this Emperour had taken land 
in that ple, her ſpyed & pong Lyon fighs 
ting with an olde Lpbbard,and the Lys 
on was almoſt ouercome. The Empe⸗ 
rour had great compaſiion on the Lion 
and dꝛew out his {wo2de and flcw the 
Lypbbard. The Lyon euen from ᷣ tyme 
fo:th followed the Emperdur, t would 
not leaue him foꝛ nothing, but :nery day 
the pꝛap that this Lion toke he bzonght 
and lapd it beefoze p Emperours feete, 
and anone the Empercur ſmote fire on 
the flint fone, and bopled the body in 
the ſkinne, and thus was he fedde long 
tyme, tpll at the lalt hee walked to the 
Sea ſtrand, where he ſaw a ſhip come 
ſapling bp, & anone with an high voice 
b& crycd. And when the ſhipmen heard 


the voyce, they wond2cd what it night 


be, wherfoꝛe they (apicd foward him, 
and when thcy were come to him hee 
ſa}d, 
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fayde god friends take me with pon, 
and J thall pay you a god fraight. 
And anone they toke him info thepz 
ſhip,and the Lyon followed him ſwims 
ming in the Sea after the ſhippe: And 
whan the Lyon was in point to haue 
bene dꝛowned, the ſh:pinen had pittie on 
him, and toke him into the ſhippe. And 
when the Emperour came to lande her 
payd his fraight, and when he had papd 
them he went fo2th tyll he came nere 
his owne Pallats, wher he heard trum⸗ 
pets and Claryons, with all maner of 
other minſtrelſte, and as he hearkened 
what it might be, there came from the 
Pallayes a Squire towards him that | 
was of his knowledge, but the Squire 
knew not him, to whome the Empe⸗ 
rour ſayde thus. God friend J pꝛape 
thee tell mee what melody is this that 
I heare . The Squire aunſwered and 
ſayde . The Empꝛeſſe is married this 
daye, and there bee all the ſtates of the 
Emppꝛe at hir feaſt, and therefoꝛe they 
make (uch melodie to make hir geſtes 
merry. 

Then ſapde the Cmperour fo the 
ſquire 
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fquire,where is hir huſband that was 
the Cmperour befoꝛe. The ſquire ſaid 
that he was gone to the holp lande, and 
was dꝛowned by the wap in the Sea. 
Then lapd the Emperour, J pꝛay thee 
fir that thou wouldeſt doe mp errande 
to thempꝛeſſe & to the Loꝛd that would 
be hir Huſ band, that J may come in⸗ 
to the Pallapes and ſhow they2z mates 
ſties ſome diſpo2t with my Lion. 

The ſquire graunted to doe his er⸗ 
rande, and went in and folde the Loꝛd 
and the Ladpe, that at the gate was a 
godly olde man that deſpꝛed to come 
in and play with his Lyon afoze you, 
Then ſayds the new wedded Lozde, 
bꝛing him in, and if he be woꝛthy per⸗ 
caſe he might gette his meate foz his 
plape. 

Whan the Emperour with his Lyon 
was bꝛought in, the Lyon anone with⸗ 
out any comfoꝛt o2 ſetting on, ranne 
vppon the young knight that was new⸗ 
lp maried and ſlew hum, and when her 
had ſo done, he ran vpon the Empꝛeſſe 
E deuoured hir to the hard bones befo2e 
all the Loꝛds of the Cmpy2e,Knd when 


the 
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the ſtates ſaw this, they were greatly 


agaſt and began to flee. But the Empe⸗ 


rour W his fapꝛe ſpeach comfoꝛted them 
# ſaid. Lo this is the vengeance of god, 
fo: this is my wyke that hath vſed ads 
uout rp long time with this knight that 
lpeth here dead, and ſhe pꝛactized my 
death with the maſter of the ſhip, and 
here vpon the malker thꝛew mee into 
the Sea, but God ſaued mee from the 
death, and bicauſe J holp once the Lys 
on at a need, her foꝛſwke mee neuer ſith, 
and now as pe ſe all when J come in⸗ 
to my Pallays without any comfoꝛt of 
nee, hee hath ſlaine both the adoulter⸗ 
ers, and therefoꝛe vnderſtande pe foz 
trouth that J am your Lozd the Em⸗ 
perour. 
Anone when they heard this, they lift 
vp thepꝛ epen and beehelbe him, and at 
he laſt they knew him fo2 thepz Lo2d, 
tzhercfoze they were greatly reiopſed 
and pꝛapſed God foꝛ py miracle, which 
had ſaucd their Lozd and Emperour. 
And they liued after in reſt and peace. 


The Mor all. 
By 


; 


Geſta Romanorum, 67 

By this Emperoꝛ pc map vnderſ ad 
evcry Chꝛiſtian man that pur poſeth to 
bꝛũt the Citie of Hieruſalem, that is to 
la , to get cuerlaiting life th2ough fruit⸗ 


full fat . But his wife, that is, b wꝛet⸗ 


tued ſleih murmurcth againlt the ſoule, 
and loucth better an adultecer, that is, 
deabip ſine, thon hie huſband . This 
emperour went into the ſhip, taking his 
journey toward the citie of Hieruſalem, 
that is :o lap, ge went to the Chur ch of 
Gad, wich is the wap te God. But the 
wife, that is to ſay ſleſijly men, accu ed 
hun to the maſter ofthe ſhip, p is to ſay, 
to the Bꝛelates of the church, fo2 great 
rewards, wyich ofte times blindeth the 
ſight of manp Juſtices, where though, 
many perfcc men be caſt out of the ſhip 
into the ſea to be dzown:d,that is to ſay 
out of the Church, in o tho Sea of thys 
wo:lde. But what ſhall he doe then, 
that is thus caſt to be troubl:d in this 
wozldec,certainely this ought he to dee, 
let him learne to ſwimine, that is to 
ſave, let te him put all his hope in God, 
and then by his grace her ſhall come to 
an Jlandthat is to ſape the religion of 

B. heart, 
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heart, and that he hal loue euer the bet⸗ 


ter to kepe himſelfe out of this wozld, _ | 


and therefoꝛe ſaith ſaint Jeames thus. 

A cleane relig ion & vndefiled is a pre- 
cious thing in the ſiglit ot God. And be 
that is in this religion ſhall finde a Lys 
on whome he behoueth to hauc againft 
the diuell. This Upon is our Lozd Jes 
ſas Chzift, that came o? the tribe of lu. 
da, which fighteth euer age inſt the di⸗ 
uell, and i a man haue holpen this Lp⸗ 
on at any pme, tcvſt well then that her 
will not fo: ſake him, but be with him 
in all his ner de, accoꝛding to the Pial⸗ 


miſt ſaying thus: Cum ipſo ſuin in tribu- 
latione. J am with him in trouble. B 
this Lyen thou matift take thy wife, that 


is to ſap, thy fleſh, with repentance, and 
Qlay thy ſinne, and then without doubt 
thou ſhalt obtain the empire of heauen. 
Unto the which bzing vs our Lozd Je⸗ 
ſus. Amen. 


The Argument. 


The ſoule of manne eſpouſed to Chriſt 
in baptiſme, yet dyeth by * of 
nue 
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finne, leauing beliinde hir ſonne tal- 
led reaſon, or rather the wordof God, 
which healetli the diſeaſe of man hir 
ſinfull father , and becing ſent for to 
cure the maladie of hir ſtepmother, 
will, refuſeth to adminiſtrate ghoſt- 
ly comfort vntohur, 


The 24. Hiſtory, 


Ometime in Rome bare ſ wap a 
mightie Emperour named Gorgo- 
nie; which had married a courte⸗ 

ons Lady and a fapze, to his wife. 
This vong Lady in due pzocefle of time 
concctuedand bare a ſonne, a fapꝛe child 
t an amiable. Uhen this child was ten 
vere old, his mother the Empꝛeſſe died. 
And anon after the Emperdur maried 
an other wife. The ſecond wife loued in 
no wiſe the Emperours ſonne, but dpd 
him all the ſhame and repꝛoch that ſhe 
might. When the Emperdur perceiueb 
this, willing to pleaſe his wife, exiled his 
ſonne out of his Empier. And when this 
child was exiled, he went and ſtudyed 
Phiſicke, ſo that within ſhozt time her 
R. ii. was 
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be fe {tf ns After 1 C MI ESUC IS Tg 
ther (13004 was a aA de it, \w 17199 
foꝛc when he heard that Vis :vntie was 
ſuch a Phiſition, he ſent (02 ian : h let⸗ 
ters, pꝛaping hum that he weulo com: to 


bim r hout any d2lay . And then (he 
ſonif*willing fo obey and fulfill 5 3 79 


thers commaundemenk, in all haſt came 
vnto him. and when he had ſerene his fa⸗ 
ther, and felt his ulſes and 51s veineg, 
all tie ſickne le he had was ſone healed 
with his medicines from all manner of 
dangers. 
Sone after that, the emy2cfle his ſtep⸗ 
mother began to ware ſicde, and many 
phiſitions ſaid that ſhe would dye. Aud 
when the emperour heard this, he paat- 
ed his ſonne to helpe hir of hir ſickneſſe. 
Then laid his ſonne, cer tamnolp father, J 
will lay no hand on hir. Thin the E.n⸗ 
perour began to ware wꝛoth x (aide, at 
thou wilt not obay my cemmandement, 
thou ſhait hẽcefoth depart my enppꝛe. 
Eis ſonne an“! wered and ſaide: If fte 
doe ſo dere father) pe do vnrightſully, 
foz well pou kno b, that rou cxiled m, 
out 
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out of peur Emypꝛe though hir ſug⸗ 
geſtion, and mine abſence was cauſe of 
pur ſoꝛro w and ſi.hneiſe, in line wiſe 
mp pieſence is cuuſe of hir Ackneũc,. and 
thereſoze 4 | . {1 not meddle with bir k : 
alſo J will vſ. no m92” medieineg, 162 
oflentimes phiſitieus are deceiued, and 
theretoze J dare nat lape hand on hir, 
leaſt men wutd (ap, (it it foꝛtunc d hir 
to dye) that J were te cavie therecf. 
Then ſapde the Emperour: She yath 
toe ſame flcknelffe that J had. 

Dis ſonne aunſſhered 4 ſaz d, though 
He hath ſame ſickneſle, neuertheleſſe 
per bee not both of ons complection. Fez 
wharlocuer J did to pou, pœ helde you 
tontent, and when pee lawe mee come 
mithin the Pallace, pe reiopced of my 
co: ming, and greatly were caied to ſe 
him tgat p beegat. 

But when my ſtepmother ſaw ick, Ker 
ſweiled (02 anger, and toke tcoꝛ e at hir 
heart, and therkoꝛe 17 5 chouid ſpeake to 
hir, hir ſo2row ſhould increaſe, and if 
F ſhouid touch hir, ſhee would bee from 
hir ſelfe. And aifo a hiſition pꝛofitethj 
naught, but whereas the ſicke patient 

N. iii. delight⸗ 


The Hiſtory of 
delighteth in him. 

And when the Emperours ſanne had 
ſavd his mind, ha elcaped and went his 
Wap. 


The Morall. 


This Emperour beetokeneth euerie 
chꝛiſtiã man which is wedded to Chꝛiſt, 
in the baptiſme of regencration . Foz 
then ſoule is made p ſpouſe of Chꝛiſt, 
on whome man getteth a ſonne, that 
is, reaſon. But this wife, that is to lap, 
Chultendome dieth, whenſoeuer a man 
lpeth in deadly ſinne, and after hir a 
man matcheth hunſelfe with a bitter 
woman, a ſtepdame, that is to ſay, wick⸗ 
edneſle, as oftentimes as he is ruled 
by will, and not by reaſon, wherefoꝛe a 
man that liueth by fleſhlp luſt, oftens 
times exileth reaſon, # then anone the 
ſoule wareth ficke, fo2 the abſence of 
reaſon is p cauſe of the ſickneſſe of the 
ſoule. Foz when Gods woꝛd is woꝛking 
in the reaſonable ſoule, as a god & ghoſt 
ly Phiſition, ſhe recoucreth health vn⸗ 
to the ſicke ſoule. 

But 
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Wut when the ſtepmother warcth 
ſick, that is to ſay when froward will 
wareth ſick, then is p fleſh kept in awe 
by repentance. and therfo2e ſtudie wee 
to kœpe in aive our ficlhe fo by repens 
tance, that we may come to cut rlaſt ing 
io gc. Amen. 


| The Argument. 


| Clecfus Chriſt the ſonne of God,oughe 
| to bee cheriſhed and foſtered in our 
| harts by faith and fruitfull good lyfe. 
Whch is taken from vs when we are 

vnthankfull vnto him. in gods graces, 
| Wherfore the prechers of? gods word 
| as good Phiſitians, are comfortably 
| ſent vnto vs for the admoniſhment of 
| vs in perſeuerance to amendement of 
| lyfe, and conſtancie in Chriſtes me- 
| rits, ſo toharbour him in our harts, as 
| he may therby beſtow on vs the pro- 

motion of lieauenly bliſſe cuerlaſting. 


K. ij. The 
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The 25. Hiſtory, 
Ometun dw.ilt in Rome a mighs 
tie Emperouc named Folenus, who 
hid taken to wife the Kings daughter 
of Germany, : faire lady 4 a courtcouse, 
winch wit in tho? time concetued and 


bare a ſonne , Minen this chi de was 


boꝛne, p ſtates of the Cmpyꝛe come ro 
the Emperour, and cuerp one of them 
beeſought the T:nperonr to nouriſh his 
ſonne .. The Cmperour aui wered and 
ſaid. To mo20w ihall be a tonen ; p, and 
there ſhall ye ali be, x witch of you doth 
beſt, x obtaincth the vidoꝛp, ſhall haue 
the keeping of my ſonne. 

And if ver t raine him vp well. J (hail 
pꝛomote him to great dianitie à heneur. 
And ik he doe the contrar y, he ſhati dye 
the fouleſt death that can bee thought. 
Then layd thep. Dere Loꝛd, all this 
pleaſeth vs well. 

On the moꝛow when cuerp man was 
come to the tournep, the ſtates iuſted F 
held tournep with great valiance a long 
tune. till at p laſt there tame a woꝛthie 
knight named loſias, that ſo couragiouſſp 

bare 
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bare himſelfc among the, y he obtained 
the victozy , ind immediat lp after the 
tournep was all done, this loſias, toke 


the childe and led him fo2ty with him. 


2nd beecauſc this Emperours tome 
ſhouls be receiued in his cout rv, pe ſent 
befo2e to h:s Caltle 4 commaunded his 
off cers that it ſhould bee ropalip pꝛoui⸗ 
ded fo2, and pꝛepared both without and 
within, u that y childs lodging ſhould 
be in the middeſt of the Caſt le, and alſo 
that p ſeuen Sciences ſhould bee pours 
traped about the childs bid, that when 
the Childe waked out of his fleepe; hee 
might lpe in his bedde and bezhold the 
ſame. This knight had a fruitfull and 
a wholeſome well by the childes beddes 
ſide, wherein bee vſcd to bath himſelfe & 
the knights wife bare the kepe of this 
well, and there was a window where 
at the Sunne might comfo2tably ſhine 
vpon htm. It foꝛtuned vpon a dape the 
Lady that kept the keye, left the wins 

dow open thꝛough negligence. 
Which beinge ſo done, there came a 
care and ſawe the Mindow open, 
and went to the well. and bathed him 
B. v. therin, 
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therein, of whoſe bathing the well ſas 
uonred aſter fo2 the great hrate which 
lvas y tim in the chafcd beare, wheres 
fo2e 10 ſo euer dꝛanke thercot wared 
lepereus with in ſhozt tune. Ind lo it 
faztuned within a litt ie ſpace, that by 
meanes of vſing the ſame water. p Loꝛd 
the Lady and all their houſchold were 
lepers, and notwithſtanding it appea⸗ 
red not ſodamlv. And in y meane time 
there came agreat Cagle in at the win⸗ 
dow where the Cmpercurs tonne lap, 
and bare y childe away out of his cra⸗ 
dell. And when the knight percetucd 
this, he wept bitterly and ſatde . Alas 
alas and woe to me, Wyctched crea⸗ 
ture, that cuer I was bo2nc, what ſhall 
J doe, fſoꝛ now à am the ſonne of death, 
fo2 J am become a lothſome leaper, and 
ſo in my wiſe and all my houſehold. 


And while he was thus mourning, ther 


tame to him a I hiſit ion à ſaid to him. 
Dir, ik pe will doe after my counſatle, 
it ſhall not repent you. Firſt it bæho⸗ 
ueth you ⁊ pour wife, & all pour houſes 
hold to bee letten blond, and after that 


to bi bathed and walhed cleane. And 
then 


———ñ — — — _ 
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then ſhall J lay to my medicine. 

And when pre are whole, then ſhall you 
and your houſehold walke to p moun⸗ 
taines, and ſeeke the Emperours ſonne, 
fo2 the Cagle hath let him fall in ſome, 
place. The knight wꝛought all thing by 
the counſaile of this Phiſition, and in⸗ 
tont inent after was letten bioud and 
receiued the medicine, and then hee was 
all whole and his wife & all his houſes 
hold, wher foꝛe her toke his hozſe,accom- 
panped with th2& Squires, and rode 
foꝛth to ſeeke the childe. And at the laſt 
her found him whole and ſound lying in 
a valep, wherat he greatly reiopced. 
And foz the great iope & gladneſſe that 
was in him foz finding of p Emperours 
ſonne, hm led the Childe home to his fas 
ther. And when the Emperour ſaw his 
ſonne in god health, her was right glad, 
wherefoze hee pꝛomoted him to great 
woꝛſhip, and fo after that long time li⸗ 
ued he ther in heauenlp ſtate, and at the 
laſt he ended his life in peace and reſt. 


The 


The Hiſbory of 


The Morall, 

This Emperour becokeneth the father 
of Heauen, his ſonnc beetokincth our 
E929 Jeſus Chziſt, wyome many men 
deſired to nourtch, at uch tuncs as thep 
recctued the ſacr ament of h.s deatij and 
piſſion. Mee nouriſheth hun that bc it 
tuſteth with the diuell, + cuercommeth 
him th2oug) godly lite. The knight that 
toke this chiibe with him, beetatcneth 
ago? chꝛiſtian man that euermoꝛe abs 
ſteineth truelp from doing euill, and la⸗ 
bo2cthcotinually to doe god to all men. 
Therkoꝛe doe we as p knight did, ſend 
wee veefo2e meſſengers fo pꝛepare and 
make clcane the Caſtle of our hearts, 
from al! ſpo:s of fin by fruitfull faith, 
and fo ſhall this childe Jeſus reſt and 
light in the middeſt of our hart. 

The well beto3cncth mercy, which 
ought to be next cur Loꝛzd. Foz who ſo 
euer is without marcy x truth may not 
nouriſch that bleſſed childe Jeſu. But it 
happeneth ofte that the Knights wie 
(that is the floſh ol man beareth y key 
of mercie, ołte leaueth that well open, 

and 
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and then cc:ameth the beare ) that is, 
the duell, t leaneth the loathſome filth 
in the well of mercy,+ who that taſteth 
thereof (al: be infcued with lepꝛoſie of 
fin. The window wherein the Sun (its 
neth, is the grace of the Holp ghoſt, by 
wjome nen line 4 are com2ted ghoſts 
ly. By this window the Eagle com⸗ 
meth in, that is to lap, the people of all⸗ 
mightie G d, and toke awap the chi de 
Jeſus from the heart of man, and then 
manne hath great cate co weepe , but 
wha: ſhall we doe when the Childe is 
gone, but ſend foꝛ a ſubtill phꝛſit ion, that 
is to ſap, a diſcreet miniſter of the woꝛd 
of God which ſhall giue him counſayle 
t tet him bid i all his houſehould, that 
is to ſap, to put out ſin thꝛough acknow 
ledging thereof, + reconciling himſelfe 
with earneſt repentaunce onto his hea⸗ 
uenly Father. 

Then mult her bath himſelfe with 
fearcs of contrition, and Compunction 
of heart, and aiter that, take the mcdts 
cine of amendement of like, and fo ling 
pure and cleane from ail manner of ſin, 
and when he hath done thus, be _ 

cape 
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leave on the Palfray of god yerſene- 
raunce from cull, and ryde ſ@2th with 
his th: ſquires, that is fo ſay, faſting 
from euill, pzxaycr vnto God, and well 
deſerued towards man, t then without 
doubt, he ſhall finde the childe Jeſus in 
the valep of humilitie, and not on a hill, 
that is to ſap, pꝛide. And if he doe thus 
doubtleſſe he ſhall haue might e power 
to nouriſh that bleſled chiide Jeſus, fo2 
whoſe nouriſhing , the father of heauen 
ſhall pzomofe him vnto everlaſting iop. 
Unto the which toy, God being vs all. 
Amen. 


The Argument. 


I] Chriſt the king of euerlaſting glory, 
hath proclamed mutuall ioy & bliſſe 
inheauen , as well to the poore as to 
the rich, But the rich oft times co» 
ucting all, looſeth that prerogatiue 
which the poore in hart enioy by the 
prouidence of god. et as he is a righ- 
teous God, he ordayneth both for the 
rich and the poope, in ſuch ſorte, that 
ithey will, they may together ioyfully 

be 
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be fatilfied with the fruition of his a» 
bundant graces, 


The 26. Hiſtorie. 


Dmefime dwelt in Rome a migh⸗ 
tie Emperour named Fulgentius, 
which gouerned his people noblp, x 
loued them ſo much, that he made 
fo pꝛoclapme thꝛoughout all Nations, 
whoſocuer ſhould come to him rich oz 
poꝛe at a certain dax, ſhould haue their 
petitions whatſocuer it were. 

hen the mightie inen heard this, 
thep were glad, and came at the day aſs 
ſigned, t eucry man put {@2th their pe⸗ 
titions, onto the Emperour, and imme⸗ 
diatelp their petitions were arantede 
fulfilled, inſomuch that a great part of 
the reuencwes of the Empire was dls 
ſtributed among them. Thẽ euery man 
was iopfull, and went home agatne and 
toke ſeaſon of ſuch lands and Caſtells 
as the Emperour had giuen them. 

Straight way after, the poꝛe men 
in the Emperours dominions, gathe⸗ 
red them together and ſaid, A common 
crys 
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tre was made, that al! men both prove 
and rich, ſhould come to the emperours 
pallaice, i there they ſhould haue what 
ſocuer they aſ ked. The rich men haue 
bene there latelp, and obtained their pes 
titions. Therekoꝛe goe wee now and 
frye ii we map obtaine any gad of the 
Cinperour , The counſell was appꝛo⸗ 
baic t allowed among them all, wher⸗ 
foꝛe they went kfoꝛth tyll they came fo 
the emperours pallaice, and there they 
put fozth their petitions acco2ding to 
the emperours pꝛoclamat ion. 

When the emperour had heard them, 
he ſipo to them. Dere friends, J haue 
heard all pour petitions, à it is troufh 
that my pꝛoclamation was, that euerp 
man indifferent lp ſhould come and haue 
their petitions, but the rich and mightie 
men haue benhece befo2c pou, to whom 
J haue giuen all that J had, ſaue onelp 
the ropaltie of mp ILo2dthip, + fo haue 
J nothing left to qiue you, whereat the 
poꝛe men pitioufly rep:p-d. ay g od and 
gratious louereigne, haue copaiſicn on 
bs,+let vs not go hence emptic away, fo2 
we know wel,y it is our ozne defalt, 5 

we 
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wer came not rather with theſe other 
rich and mightie men, buf fith it is fo, 
we al ke pour grace that wir may obs 
taine ſomewhat by the which wee map 
line. Than ſapde the Emperour. God 
friends though J haue giuen molt of my 
lands, rents, tenements, and callcils ta 
the rich men that came befoꝛe pou. 

Neuerthelcſſe J haue kept ſlill in mine 


owne hands the Soueraigntie and do⸗ 


minion ouer them, and that J doe gius 
to pou, and ſo ſhall they be pour ſer⸗ 
uaunts, and be obcdient to pou all. And 
when khe poꝛe men heard this, greatly 
hereat reiopſing, kncled downe to the 
Emperour and thanked him laping. Lo 
though wee come late, pet er be mads 
Lo2ds ouer all theſe other. And with 
this they toke their leaue x went home 
againe. But when p rich 4 the might ie 
men heard that, they were greatlp mos 
ued and oꝛdained a common par liamẽt 
among themſelues. And thus it was 
ſpoken among them. Alas, alas, how 
map we ſerue them that ſometime were 
but peſants and our ſubiects in all ma⸗ 
ner thinges, and now they be made 

L, Lo2ds 
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loꝛds ouer vs. Thercfoze goe wee all 
with one allent to Thcmperotft æ pꝛap 
him of remedy. When this was ſapd, 
their counſaple was commended , and 
foꝛthwith they went to the Cmperour 
and ſaid to him. Reuerend Lozd what 
may this bee, thoſe that were our ſer⸗ 
uants be our loꝛds, we beſ&chyou meek» 
ly that it map not be ſo. 
Than laid the Emperonr, Cod friends 
I doe port no wꝛong, fo2 my crpe was 
common, that what ſo euer you afked 
of me pou ſhould obtaine pour petition, 
and ye aſked nothing of me but lands, 
rents and honours , and all that hane 
JA graunted pou at your owene will, in 
ſo much that J kept nothing foz my 
ſelfe,and each of yon were well content 
at pour away going, & after that came 
ſimple and poꝛe men, and aſked of mer 
ſome gods accoꝛding to my pꝛoclama⸗ 
tion, and J had nothing to giue them, 
onelp the Soueraigntie and Dominion 
duer you, which J kept in mp handes, 
and when the poꝛe menne ſo crped on 
me, J had nothing to giue them, ſane 
onelx 
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dnelp the authoꝛitie ouer vou, and ther⸗ 
foꝛe pe ſhouid not blame mee, fo2 Þ ye 
aſked pe had. Than layd they. a god 
and gracious Lo2d, we pꝛap pou effec⸗ 
tuouſly of pour counſaple in this caſe, 
and of pour help. The Emperour an⸗ 
ſwered and ſapd. Sirs, ift ye will work 
after mer, I ſhall giue you god and pꝛo⸗ 
fifable counſaple. Than ſapd they, wer 
be readie to fulfill whatſoeuer pe ſape 
fo vs fo2 our pꝛoſit. Then ſaid Them- 
perour. Mp god kriends, ve haue of mee 
both landes and tenements, with other 
moueable gods, and that great plentp, 
the which by my counſaple pe (hall de⸗ 
part with to the poꝛe menne, that they 
may graunt pou the ſoueraigntie and 
dominien which they haue. And anone 
theſe rich men gladly graunted to this, 
and departed all their gods among the 
poꝛe men, and than they gaue them as 
gaine the authoꝛitie ouer them, like as 
they had ok y rich men. And thus were 
they both content, and the Emperour 
was greatly commended of all the peo⸗ 
ple, bit auſe he accoꝛded both the partes 


ſo wiſely. | ; 
I. ii. The 


The Hiſtoric of 
The Morall. 


By this Emperour is bnderffod our 
Lo2de Jeſu Chꝛiſt, which made a pꝛo⸗ 
clamat ion by his Pꝛophets, Patriarks, 
Apoſtles and P2cachers , that euer pe 
man both poꝛe and riche ſhould come 
and aſke euerlaſting iy , and with- 
out doubt they ſhall obfaine their peti⸗ 
tion. But the rich and mightie men 
aſked none other thing but wozldly ho⸗ 
nour & franſitozy riches, foꝛ this world 
hall pale 4 all the couctouſnellc there⸗ 
of, wherefoꝛe he gaue them fo much of 
wo2ldly gods, that he had nothing left 
or himſelfe, accoꝛding to the Scripture, 
The byp2ds of heauen haue neaſtes, and 
the Forcs in the earth haue caues, but 
the lonne ok GO Dhath nothing in the 
earth where he map put his head. The 
pwꝛe men bee ſuch as be merke in hart. 
Df the which po2e men ſpeaketh our 
Lo2de ſaving. Bleſled bee the poꝛe in 
heart, fo2 the kingdome of heauen is 
theirs. 

And if it ſhould ſerme that they haue 

ſouerain⸗ 
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ſoeueraintie in Heauen aboue mightie 
men of this world thereloꝛe theſe rich 
men ought to depart thir teinpoꝛall ri⸗ 
ches with poꝛe men, acco2ding fo the 
ſcripture, ſaping thus. Giue pte almes, 
and all thing ſhal be cleane to pou. And 
thus map pee attaine vnto p kingdome 
of heauen, vnto the which J beeſech al⸗ 
mightie God to bꝛing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 

The Emperour of eternall glorie Chriſt 
hath two daughters, the one faire the 
other foule, the faire daughter is this 
world, and the pleaſures thereof: the 
ſoule is pouerty & trouble. The fayre 
daughter is deſired of many, the foule 
daughter of fewe, who ſo loueth the 
world ſetteth not by god nor heauen- 
ly things, but by the vanites of this 
world, who ſo loueth God & heauen- 
ly things will ſuſfer in Chriſt all per- 
ſecution & trouble for the obtaining 
therof, diſpiſing the world & all that 
therein is. 


The 27. Hiſtorie. 
L iii. Some⸗ 
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Ometime in Rome dwelt a migh⸗ 
tic Emperour named Domician, 
— which had two daughters, the one 


of them was paſſing fapꝛe, but the 


other foule and cuill fauoꝛed, wher foꝛe 
her lette crpe throughout all his Em⸗ 
ppꝛe, that what man would haue his 
faire daughter to wyfe,ſhoutd haue no⸗ 
thing with hir but hir beautiſull and 
comelp perſonage. And who ſo would 
marry his foule daughter ſhould haue 
all his Emppꝛe after his death. And 
when þ pꝛoclamat ion was made, thero 
came many Lo2ds that deſired to mar⸗ 
ry his fairs daughter. To whome the 
Cinperour anſwered thus. Strs,quod 
he, ye wote not what ver deſire, right 
well ye know that if p marry hir, pe 
ſhal haue nothing with hir but hir beau⸗ 
fifull t comelp perſonage, and farther⸗ 
moze if J giue hir to one of vou and not 
to an other, then will pee ſtriue ſoꝛ hir, 
therefo2e if vc will needes haue hir and 
foꝛſake my ſoule daughter, it ſhall bx - 
hone pou firſt to Juſt fo2 hir, her that 
winneth hir,ſhall wed hir. 

Then 
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Than the nobles x ſfafs of the Cmpire 
greatly reiopſed, and anone onely fo: 
loue of p beautiful damoſell they would 
iuſt and alſo fight, wheretoze thy ſet a 
date of battaile, and many wo2thy men 
were ſlaine on both ſides, neuer theleſſe 
one obtained the chiefe vicozy, and el⸗ 
pouſed that faire Lady. 
The ſecond daughter which was foule 
and cull fauo2ed,ſ&ing hir ſiſter ſo.bes 
ſtowed with great ſolempnitie mour⸗ 
ned t wept daplp, thereſoze the Empe⸗ 
rour hir father came to hir and ſaide. 
Decre daughter why mourneſt then 
thus. Alas dere father, quod (hee, it is 
no wonder though J mourne, ſœing my 
ſiſter is married with great honour r 
gladneſle, and euerp man ts iopfull of 
hir, à no man loueth my companp, and 
ther foꝛe deere father, what J may beſt 
doe, ſothly J wot not. Then ſaide the 
Emperour. O my dere daughter, all 
that is mine is thine, and it is not vn⸗ 
kno den to you that hee which marrieth 
thy ſiſter had nothing w hir but hir beu⸗ 
tikul coꝛps, e therfoꝛe J ſhal pꝛoclaim in 
mine $wnperſls thꝛough all my empire, 
L. iii. that 
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that what man marrieth ther, I ſhall 
make him aiſurance by letter patent of 
all mine Cmppꝛe after my death. Then 
this young Lady though ſhee was foule 
F cuill fauozed, neuer theleſſe ſhee reiop⸗ 
ced in the pꝛomiſſe of hir father , imme⸗ 
diatly after p pꝛoclamation was made, 
ther came a pong knight + a gẽtil which 
eſpouſed the lady, and after the death of 
the Emperour ſeaſed vpon all the Ems 
pyꝛe into his iuriſdictionand was crou⸗ 
ned Emperour and ſhe Empzeſſe. 
* 


The Morall 


This Cimpcrour betokeneth our Lo2d 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt which hath two daughters 
the one fatre and the other foule. 

The faire daughters vetokeneth this 
Wo2lde, which is full faire and delecka⸗ 
ble to many men. Che other foule, bœ⸗ 
tokeneth pouertie and trouble, whome 
few men deſtre lo marry with. 
Noeuerthelefſe a common cry was made 
by p holy ſcripture, that wo ſo would 
hate his faire daughter, Sts the wozld 

Gould 
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ſhould haue nothing with hir but hir 
fairnes, that is to ſay, the wo2ldly vas 
nities which fade and fall away like as 
the bewtie of man. 

But who that will marry the foule 
daughter, that is to ſaye,voluntarily 


reteiueth pouertp and trouble foꝛ gods 


loue, without doubt he ſhall obtapne 
the Emppꝛe of heauen, accoꝛding to the 
Scripture, ſaping. Yee that liaue forſa- 
ken all thing for my loue to folow mee, 
ſhall haue euerlaſting life. 

Many noble and woꝛthie men haue 
Juſted fo2 the fapꝛe daughter, that is 
to ſaie, haue foughten both by Sea and 
by lande foꝛ this wozlde foz couctiſe of 
wo2ldly riches, and at the laſt there bee 
many llapne, foꝛ there is nothing here 
but pꝛide of life, couetouſneſſe of the 
epes, and of the fleſh, where though 
theſe greetous ſinnes, all the world ts 
put to great miſchieke, 

But her that marryefh 5 faire daugh⸗ 
ter, that is to ſape, the woꝛlde, is her 
that ſetteth all his affection # deſire in » 
w2etchcdncſle of this world, à will not 
foꝛ any thing foꝛſake this wozld, like a 

* L. b. w2ctch 
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ꝛetch and couetous man. But her that 
marrieth the foule daughter, is a god 
chꝛiſten man, which fo2 the loue of the 
kingdome of Heauen fo2ſaketh all this 
woꝛld, and not onelp both thus, but alſo 
deſpiſeth himſelfe, bodily obeping vnto 
his ſoueraines in all thing. Such a man 
certainly hall obtaine the Emppꝛe of 
heauen. Unto the which Jcſu Chaſt 
b:ing vs all. amen. 


The Argument. 


Deuotion, prayer, and thankes giuing 
vnto God for his giftes, is a ſounding 
Rluſick delectable in y eares of God, 
Wee are warned not after our firſt 
offending, , to returne to our vomit 
with the dogge, no, rather let vs bath 
our Soules in the Well of ſorowſull 
and harty repentaunce and perceiue- 
raunce of good lyte, that wee may 
lyue with Chrift in euerlaſting ioye 
and bliſſe. 


Tlie 28. Hiſtory, 


Somce⸗ 


. STer  e oy *) 
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Ometime in Rome dwelt a mighs 

tie Emperour named Andromick, 
which aboue all thing loued the har⸗ 
monp of Puſicke. This Emperoz 
had within his Caſtel a wel of ſuch vers 
tue, 5 whoſoener were dꝛonk by b2tnk- 
ing, the water therof ſhould incont inẽt 
make him freſh againe, # deliuered fro 
all kinde of dꝛonkenneſle. There was 
alſo dwelling in this Tmperours court 
a knight named Ydrony, whom b Em⸗ 
perour loued much, but often times hee 
was dꝛonken, which vice the Emperoꝛ 
hcted aboue all thing. And when this 
knight perteiued himſelfe dꝛonken, then 
would hee goe to the well and dꝛinck of 
that water and refreſh himlelke, ſo that 
what ſo euer The Emperour fayde to 
him hee would aunl were him ſo reaſo⸗ 
nably, that no dꝛonkeneſſe might be 
ſcene in him, and foꝛ his witty anſ were 
he was greatly beeloued of the CEmpe⸗ 
rour. euertheleſſe his fellowes of the 
court enuied him much, and imagined 
amonge them ſclues how they myght 
withdꝛawe the Emperours loue from 


him. 
It 
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The Hiſtory of 
It foꝛtuned on a dape that this Empe⸗ 
rour went to the Foꝛzreſt and heard a 
Nightingale ling ſo merrelp, that often 
tunes after he would rife carely in the 


moꝛning, ſometuncs from his meate, 


and walke to the wod fo2 to heare the 
ſwertneſſe of hir ſonge, wherefoze mas 
np of. hts men lard among themſclucs. 
Our Lo2d delighteth fo much in the 
Night ingales ſonge, that he rekoneth 
little of cur pꝛolit, in ſo much that tho⸗ 
rough two things his loue is withdꝛaw⸗ 


en from vs that is to ſape, by Ydrony 
the knight, and by the werte ſong of 


the Nightingale. 

Then (aide an olde knight that was 
among them. Spes quod he, if pe will 
doe by mp counſell, J ſhall deliuer pou 
of the knight Ydrony,and of the Nigh- 
tingale without hurt oz death. 

They ſware and (aide, what fo euer 
px bidde vs doe, wer ſhall ſtraight way 
fulfill with all our heart. When this 
knight heard this, within a while af⸗ 
ter it chaced he eſpied this Ydrony dꝛon⸗ 
ken, wher foze, he locked (alt p well, and 
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as this knight Ydrony came fo refrcthy 
hunſelfe, he found the well faſt locked. 

The Emperour had a great matter 
to treate of, whercfo2c in haſt he ſent 
fo2 this knight, bicauſe of his great wif 
dome to haue his counſell . And when 
her came befoze the Emperour he was 
ſo dꝛonken that he might not once meue 
his tongue, neither had witte, realon, 
no2 vnderſtanding to ani were þ Em⸗ 
perour to his matter. 

But when the Emperour ſaw this, 
he was greatly grœued, foz ſo much as 
hee hated that vice, wherefo2ze he com⸗ 
maunded anon that from p dape kweth 
he ſhould no moꝛe bee ſeene within his 
land, vpon paine of death. 

This hearing his ſoes, were very glad 
and ſaid vnto the aide kij ght. Ne w wee 
be deltuered of this knight Yedrony, ther 
is no moꝛe to doe but that wee might 
finde the way fo be deliue red of Þ Pigh⸗ 
tingale, in which the Emperour deligh⸗ 
teth ſo much 
Than ſapd this olde knight. pour cares 
(hall heace. and pour eyes ſhall ſœ, that 
this Nightingale (hall be deſtroped in 
thozt 
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ſhoꝛt tyme . Not long after this o!de 
knight eſpied that the Nightingale. vs 
ſed to ſit vpon a free euen aboue p foꝛe⸗ 
ſapd wel, wheras hir make came t cou 
pled with hir, neuerthelelle in p abſence 
of hir make ſhe toke oftentymes an o⸗ 
ther make and coupled with hir, when 
ſhte had thus done, than would ſhe del⸗ 
cend to the well to bath hir ſelfe, that 
when hir make came, he ſhould fle no 
ſauour ne euill odour of vᷣ ſhe had done. 
Then the knight had lerne this, on a 
tym he locked the well, and when the 
Nightingale would haue deſcended to 
bath hir ſelfe after hir coupling with p 
other make, the found the well cloſed, 
wherfoꝛe ſhe flew vp into p tree againe 
and mourned ſoꝛe in hir maner, and left 
hir lweet ſong. Then came hir make # 
ſaw that ſhe had done againſt hir na⸗ 
ture. he returned againe & in ſhoꝛt time 
bꝛought a great multitude of Mightin⸗ 
gales which flew his make, + tate hir 
all to pœces. 
And thus was fhe wiſe knight put a⸗ 
way and the Hightingale ſlapne, and 
the Emperour put from his pleaſura, 
and 
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and ſolace ſuchas he was wont to haue. 


The Morall, 


This Emperonr betokeneth our [02d 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt which loueth greatly the 
ſong of deuot ion, foꝛ when we pꝛap, wer 
ſpeake with God, and when we reade, 
God ſpeaketh vnto vs. The well that 
was in the pallaies, betokeneth acknow 
ledging of our ſinnes to God, therefo2e 
if any man be dꝛonken with ſinne, lette 
him dꝛincke of p well of acknowledge⸗ 
ing his ſinnes e without doubt hcſhatl 
be ſafe. This Ydrony betokeneth euery 
man that wilfullp returneth againe to 
ſinne after his acknowledged ſinne, like 
as a dogge that maketh a vomit and ca- 
ſteth vp the meate that he hath eaten be⸗ 
foꝛe, & after warde when he is hungry, 
tommeth and eateth it againe . euer⸗ 
theleſſe if a man that hath ſinned thus 
will dzinck of the well of acknowledges 
ing his ſinne, he ſhall recciue his ghoſtly 
ſtrength. The Nightingalo 5 ſat cn the 
tre, betokeneth d ſoule vᷣſitteth on the 


tree 
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The Hiſtorie of 


free of holy doctrine. And hir ſong beto⸗ 
keneth the ſoule that ſitteth on the tree 
in dcaout p2aiers to God. But this 
ſoule doeth commit euill as oftentimes 
as the conſenteth to ſinne. Meuerthe⸗ 
leſſe if ſhe runne to the well of acknow⸗ 
ledged ſinne, and bath hir with the wa⸗ 
ter of tontricion, God ſhall lone hir. 
But hir foes that be the fendes of hell, 
ſceing this that God is ſo mercifull, they 
ſtoppe the well of acknowledgement of 
ſinne, that is to ſay , they would with- 
dꝛab vs from dut#ul acknowledaemet 
t from due reconciliation of our ſclucs 
betweene bs and God, and betweene vs 
and man, without ſhame and d2cad of 
repentaunce, not to declare our ſinnes. 
Am thus beene many ertled and put to 
death euerlaſting. And therekoꝛe ſtu⸗ 
dy we to bath our life in the well of ac⸗ 
knowledging of ſinnes with the water 
of contrycion, and than map we be ſure 
to coms to cuerlaſting life , Unto the 
which God bing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument, 


The 
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The ſoule of euery good Chriſtian 
man, hath to prepare him armed ver- 
tues to withſtand the aſſaultes of the 
diuell, we are heere put in minde of 
our deliuerance out of thraldome by 
the precious bloud ſhedding of Ieſus 
Ckriſt, which is a terrour to all the 
hagges of hell, not to dare to aſſault 
vs, lo long as we liue firme in Chriſtes 
faith, and beleeue in him, the bulwarle 

of our ſaluation. 


The 29. Hiſtorie, 


Nome there dwelf ſometime a 
mightie Cmperour named Darmes, 
which had a mightie ſtrong Citie e 
exceeding ſtrongip walled about, g a 
Well hanging in the middeſt of the Ci⸗ 
tie, and when ſo euer this Emperour 
went to batkaple with out the Citt ie, 
this Bell Chonld be roung , buf there 
Gould no manne ring the Well but a 

M. i. vir gin 
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virgin. Mithin ſhoꝛt time alter it bees. 


fell, that Dꝛagons, Serpents, and ma⸗ 
ny other venimous beaſtes empopſoned 
much people, lo that the Citie was al⸗ 
molt dceftroved,. wherefo2e the ſtates of 
the Citie went with one allent to the 
Emperour and ſapde , Lo2d what ſhall 
wee doe, lo, our gods and our Citie is 
almoſt deſtroped, and pou and wer be in 
perill to periſh, thꝛough theſe fell beaſts 
that conſume vs, ther foꝛe take wer god 
counſaile, oꝛ elle we are but loft. 
Then ſaide the Emperour, what ſay 
vou is beſt to be done in this matter, 
and how map wer belt be defended, 
Than anſwered one of the wiſeſt and 
ſapde. Mp Loꝛd, heare mp counſaile, and 
doe there after, and pe lhall not foꝛe⸗ 
thinke it, ye haue (quod he) in pour place 
a pon, and ſet bppe a pece of timber 
foʒ the purpaſe , and there vpon let the 
Lyon be nailed x made faſt , and when 
other venimous beaſtes ſie him thus v⸗ 
ſed and dealt withall, they will dꝛead, 
and ſo ſhall they foꝛſake this Citie, and 
we ſhall be in reſt and caſe. Then ſayd 
the Emperour, it pleaſetyme well os 
| * 
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be be hanged in ſauing of pot . Than 
toks they the Lyon & vſed hininmaner 
as afoꝛeſaid. And when the other Lyons 
venimous d2agons came toward the 
cifte and ſawp Lyon thus hanging,thep 


led away fo2 dzead,and durſt come no 


nearer. | 
The Morall, 

This Cmperour betokeneth the Fa⸗ 
ther of heauen, the Citie well walled 
with the bell in the middeſt, betokeneth 
the ſoule walled about with vertues. 
The bell befokeneth a cleane conſciens 
that warneth a man to battayle, when 
he ſhould fight againſt the dincll , that 


he might arme himſelf befoze with vers: 


tues. The virgin that ſhould ring this 
bell is reaſon, the which as avirgin en⸗ 
clinzth all vnfo rightfull clenneſſe. The 
venemous dꝛagon that beareth the ſire. 
betokeneth v fleſh of man which bearcth 
fire of gluttony s lechery,y which bꝛent 


Adam our fo2efather , when he cate of 


the ſoꝛbidden Apple . The venemors 
beaſtes that poyſoned the men beetoke⸗ 
neth the fiendes of hell, which tc2 the 
molt part haue deſtroped mankind. 

MP. ii. The 
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The ſtates of the Citic,betokeneth the 
Patriarks &P2ophets, which belought 
God of coaſayle ⁊ remedy that mankind 
might be ſaued, and anon it was coun⸗ 
ſapled fo2 the beſt remedp, that a Lyon 
(that ia Chꝛiſt) ſhould be napled vppon 
the Croſle, accoꝛding to the Scripture 
ſaying thus. Expedit vnus moi i tur ho- 
mo pro populo vt gens non pereat, &c. 
That is fo ſay. It was requiũt᷑ that one 
man ſhould dye foꝛ the people, Icalt all 
fleſi (hon'd periſh, Thã toke they Cheiſt 
and hong him on the Croſſe, ſoꝛ y which 
the dinell dꝛeadeth Chiſten people, and 
dars not come nigh them. And thus by 
the grace of God, chꝛiſten men ſhall come 
to euer laſting bitſe . Unto the which 
bzing vs the Lambe of God which ſhed 
his pꝛecious b!od foꝛ be. amen. 


The Argument. 


¶ Heere is ſignified the thraldome of 
man vnto ſathan by ſinfull life , till 
Chirſt the ſonne of God deſcænded 
with the power of the holy Ghoſt to 
ſet him at libertie, and put him in poſ- 
ſelsion 
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ſionof tlie pallais of euei laſting felicity. 


The 30, Hiſtorie. 


N Kome dwelled ſometime a 

I as mighty Emperour t a merciful, 
named Menalay, which oꝛdained 

ſuch a lawe, that what mil doer 
were taken & put in pꝛiſon, if hee might 
eſcape t come to p Empcrours pallais, 


he ſhould be there ſafe fo2 all maner fe⸗ 


lonp, treaſon, oꝛ anp other treſpaſſe that 
he had done in his liſe. It was not long 
after but it befell that a knight treſpaſs 
ſed, wherefoꝛe hee was taken x put in a 
ſtrong 4 darke pꝛiſon, wher he lap long 
time, ⁊ had no light but at a litle wins 
dow, whercas ſcant light ſhone in, that 
lightened him to cate his ſimple meate 
that was b2onght hun by his keeper, 
wherfoꝛe hee mourned greatly # made 
ſozrow that hee was thus faſt ſhette vp 
from the ſight of men. Ncuertheleſſe 
when the keeper was gone there came 
dayly a Nightingale in at the window 
and lang full ſweetly, of whoſe ſonge 
this woefull knight oft times was fed 

M. iti. with 


The Hiſtory of 


with toye, and when this by2d ceaſed * 


of hir ſong then would ſheer flpe into the 
knights boſome, and there this knight 
kedde hir many a dape, of the vittaple 
that God ſent him. 

It beefell after on a dap, that this 
knight was greatly deſolate of comfort. 
Neuerthelcllc the byꝛd that ſat in his 
boſome feeding vpon kpꝛnells of Nuts, 
and thus hea laid vnto the byꝛd. Swert 
bird J haue ſuſfaincd ther many a dap, 
what wilt thou giue me now in mp de⸗ 
ſolation to comfoꝛt me, remember the 
well, that thou art p creature of God, 
t J alſo, thereſoze help me now in my 
grert nede.Uhe the by2d heard this, 
lhe flew foꝛth fro his boſom, t faryed 
from him thꝛe dates. But the third dap 
ſhe came againe, t bꝛought in hir mouth 
a pꝛecious ſtone, t laid it in the knights 
bolome: And when the had fo done the 
toke hir flight + flew from him againe. 

The knight meruapled of the ſtone 
and of the Byꝛd, and ther with he toke 
the ſtone in his hande and touched his 
giues and fetters ther with, and anone 
fell of all his fetters t chaines where⸗ 

with 
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with hr was bound. And then her a⸗ 


role and touched the doꝛes of the pꝛiſon 
and anone they opened, and ſo her eſca⸗ 
ped and ran faſt to the Emperours pal⸗ 


lats. When the keeper of the pꝛiſon per⸗ 


ceiued this, he blew a hoꝛne thꝛiſe, and 
raiſed vp ail the folke of the Citie, and 
lead them foꝛth crying with an high 
voice. Loe p thefe is gone, follow wee 
him all. And with that hre ran beefoze 
all his felowes toward the knight, and 
when he came nigh him, the knight bent 
his bow and did ſhofe an arrow wher⸗ 
with he ſmoke the keper in the lungs 
and ſlew him, and then he ranne to the 
Pallays, wheras hee found ſuccour, ac⸗ 
coding to the law. 


The Moral], 


This Emperour beefokeneth our 102d 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt, which oꝛdained a law, that 
what mil doer, that is to ſay, what ſin⸗ 
ner might eſcape t come to the pallapes 
of his heauenly habitation thꝛough re⸗ 
pentaunce and true amendement ok life. 

M. iii. ſhould 
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ſhould linde perpetuall ſuctour 4 help. 

This kniahe brtokeneth euerp ſinner 
that is taken in deadly ſinne, and iudged 
vnto the pꝛiſen oi heil by y law of God, 
and he is ſtraightly bound with chaines, 
of ſinne, wherefo2e hee weepethg mours 
neth daylp his treſpaſſe, 

The kepcr of this pꝛiſon betokeneth 
the diuell that kepeth ſuch a man hard 
bound in ſinne, and ſerueth him with 
riches and delightes of this world, that 
bee ſhould not eſcape from him. 

The Wy2d. that ſinacth ſo ſwertelp 
bertokeneth the voyce of heauen p ſaith 
to the ſinner. Reuertere reuertere ſu- 
namitis. Turns agatne, now furne 
againe thou pꝛiſoner, that is to ſape, 
turne againe thou ſinner, and J ſhall 
receiue the to grace. 

Fo2 when mankinde was in thꝛal⸗ 
dome to ſathan in the pꝛyſonnc of bell. 
Then came a y2de , that is to ſape. 
the Godhead bearing with him a ſtone 
that beetokencth our Lo2d Jeſt Chaiſt, 
acco2ding fo the holy Scripture, ſays 
inge. Ego ſum Lapis,&c.F am a ftone, 
The Soule of Chzilt decended _— the 
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Godhead,and bꝛought with him al man 
kinde out of the p2iſon of hell, therfoꝛe 
if any ok vs bre in the pꝛiſon of deadly 
ſinne, touch wee our finnes with the 
ſtone, that is to ſate, with the vertue 
of our Lo2d Jeſu Chzilt, by actnow⸗ 
ledging our ſinnes,and by true confrys 
ſion, and then without doubt the chains 
of our ſinnes, with his one, hall bee 
bꝛoken and fall from vs, and the doꝛes 
of heauenlp grace, ſhall bee opened, and 
wee ſhall obtatne help and ſauccour in 
the pallaves of Hceauenly habitation. 
And if the keeper of the pꝛiſon, that is 
to ſape, the diuell (which is the blower 
of the hozne of pꝛyde, lecherie, 02 cos 
netiſe) (ty2re vp any finners,then turne 
we againe foward him manfully, and 
ſhote at him the arrow of faith in Jes 
ſu Chꝛiſt, by tcue and vnfained repens 
taunce, and without doubt he ſhall fler 
from vs. 

And then by the grace of Almightie 
God we may obtaine fo the pallais of 
Heauenly bliſſe, where wee ſhall beehold 
the King of all glozy. Unto the which 
bzing vs Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt. Amen. 

P. v. The 
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The Argument. 


¶ A poore man exalted to dignitie, is 
here admoniſhed not to be vnthank- 
full, and to render euill for good. But 
euen to the moſt ſimple ones to bee 
gratefull for any benefit, elſe ſurely 
the God that giues thee this promo- 
tion, will make the brutiſh creaturs 
of tlie earth thine enimies, & depoſe 
thee fro thy dignitie, & he that hath 
helped thee , bee hee neuer ſo baſe, 
may then in fine, haue better fauour 
with God and man then thy ſelfe, 
wherfore bee warned of ingratitude, 
by this example, and know thy ſelfe, 


thy God, and thy friend. 
The 31. Hiſtory. 
Te mightie Emperour named E- 
bolides. It foztuncd on a day, 
that this Cmperour walkcd into the 
Foꝛreſt, where he mette ſodainly with 
a phꝛe man, & ſo ſone as this Empe⸗ 
rour 


Here dwelt ſometime in Rome 
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rour ſaw him, her was greatly moued 


with mercie & ſapd. Cod friend whence 
art thou. My ſoueraine Loꝛd quod he, 
am pour ſubiect, boꝛne in pour land, and 
now in great pouerty and neede, Then 
ſaid Emperour. It J knew that thou 
wert true in euerp thing, J ſhould pꝛo⸗ 
mote the to great riches,therfoze tell 
me what is thy name. 
My Lo2d quod he, J am called Lenticu- 
lous, and J plight you my troth & true 
ſeruite, #1f J doe other wiſe, J ſubmit 
mee vnto pou & to all maner of puniſh⸗ 
ment that pe can put me fo.Wlhen the 
Emperour heard this, he pzomoted him 
incontinent to great riches, not long 
after that he made him a knight & ſte⸗ 
wardof his land. And whe he was thus 
cralted to riches x hono2 , he wared ſo 
pꝛoude, that he deſpiſed both his ſuperi⸗ 
oꝛs & his inferiours. Mot long after it 
berfell p this ſteward rode by a fozreff, 
whers as hee met with the foſter, and 
charged him that he ſhould make an 
hundꝛeth pitts in the ground, and couer 
them ouer with areene grafſe and ſmal 
bowes, that if wild beaſtes foztunecd to 
| goe 
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goe in the fo2relf that ſame way, that 
they (ould then fall in, and ſo (ould 
thep be taken and bꝛought to the Em⸗ 
perour. The Foſter aunſ wered and 
ſapde. Sir as pe hauc layde it ſhall bee 
done. Not long time aitcr it foztuned 
that this Steward rode to this foꝛreſt 
againe to ſe if theſe pittes were made, 
and as he rode he beethought him how 
wolthy a man +4 how mightie in power 
hee was made, and hol all thing in the 
Emppꝛe obeped to him, and was redte 
at his will. 

As her rode thus thinking, hee ſaide to 
himſelfe. There is no GO D ſaue ones 
Ip J, and with that hye (mote his Hoꝛſe 
with his ſpurres, and ſodainlp he fell 
into one of the deepe pittes that he had 
oꝛdained beefoze himſelfe, fo2 the wilde 
beaſtes, foꝛ the great deepeneſſe theres 
or hee might not ariſe againe by no ma⸗ 
ner of craſt, wherefoꝛe hee languyſhed 
in great perplexitie. And ſtraight wap 
after-hun came a hungerp Lpon and 
fell in the lame pitte, and alter the Lys 
on an Ape, and after the ape a Ser⸗ 
pent , When the Stewarde was thus 

walled 
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walled with theſe thꝛe beaſtes he was 
greatly moued, and feared much. 

There was that time dwelling in the 
Citie a poꝛe man named Guy, that had 
no god ſauc onely an Afſe , wherwith 
dapelp he car rped ſticks and wod that 
fell from tres and ſuch as he could get 
in the Foꝛreſt, and thoſe he bꝛought to 
the market and ſould them, and in this 
wiſe he ſuſtauned himſelfe # his wife as 
well as he might. 

It foꝛtunev that this poze Guy, went 
fo the toꝛreſt as he was wont, and es he 
came by the deepe pitte. he heard a man 
crys ſav. O deere friend what art thou, 
fo2 gods ſake helpe me, and J ſhall res 
compence thœ ſo well, that thou ſhalt 
euer akter be the better. i 

When this poꝛe Guy heard that it 
was the vopce of a man, he meruapled 
greatly, and ſtode ſtill on the Pittes 
b2inck and ſapde Loe god friend J am 
tome fo2 thou haſt called mœe. Than 
ſapde the knight, deere friende J am 
Steward of all the Emperours lands, 
and thus by foꝛtune J am fallen into 
the Pifte , and heere be with mee thꝛer 

beaſtes 
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beaſtes, that is fo ſap, a Lyon, an Ape, 
and an hoꝛrible Serpent, which J feare 
niolt of all, and J wot not of which of 
them J ſhall be firſt dcuoured,therefo2e 
J p2ay the fo2 gods ſake get me a long 
coꝛd wher with thou maiſt dꝛaw me out 
of this depe pit, and J ſhall warrant 
ther to make thre rich in all thing foꝛ e⸗ 
uermoꝛe heœre after, and but J haue help 
the rather, J ſhall be deuoured of theſe 
beaſtes. Thẽ ſaid this poꝛe Guy J may 
full ill entend to helpe the, foꝛ J haue 
nothing to liuc on, but that J gather 
wed and carry it to the market to ſell, 
wherewith J am ſuſtained, neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe I ſhall leaue my pꝛetended labour 
and fulfill thy will, and if pe rewarde 
mee not it ſhall be great hinderance to 
me and to my wife. Than the ſteward 
made a great oath and ſapde, that her 
would pꝛomote him ? all his, to great 
riches . Then ſapde Guy, if you will 
fulfill your pꝛomiſe, I ſhall doe that pou 
byd mee. And with that went againe to 
the Citie and bꝛought with him a long 
rope and came to the pit and ſapd. Sir 
ſteward, lo, J let downe a rope to thœ, 
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binde thy ſelfe about the middle theres 
with, that J map pul thee vp. Than was 
the ſteward glad, and ſaide. Gad friend 
let down the rope. Arid with that he caſt 
the ende of the rope downe into the pit. 
And when the Lyon law that, he caught 
the rope c hild it faſt and Guy dꝛew the 
Lyon vp, wening to him he had dꝛawen 
vp the ſte ward, and when he had fo done 
the Lyon thanked him in his maner, and 
ranne to the wad. The ſecond time that 
Guy let downe the rope, the Ape lept 
to it and caught it faſt, 4 when he was 
dꝛawen vp, he thanked Guy as he could, 
and ranne to the wod. The third tyme 
he let downe the rope and dꝛew vp the 
Serpent, which thanked him, and went 
to the wood. The ſtewarderped with an 
high voice. O deere friend now J am des 
liuered of thꝛe venimous beaſtes, now 
let downe the coꝛde to mee, that J may 
come vp. And this poze Guy let downe 
the rope, and the ſteward bound hunſel? 
faſt about the middle, and anone Guy 
dꝛew him vp. And when he was thas 
holpe out of this der pe pitte, hœ ſaide to 
Guy as followeth, 

Come 
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Come fo me at thzee of the clock fo the 
paltaies, and than J ſhall make the rich 
foꝛ euer. This poꝛe Guy reioiled therof 
and went home Witheut any reward, 
Than his wite demaunded of him why 
he nather d no wod wherewith thep 
mighe line that vave Zhen told her hir 
all che pꝛoteſſ as it brſell, ho p ſtew⸗ 
ard i:l:imto the pyt, and alſo the Lyon, 
the Ape r the lerpent, that he had made 
in the laid foꝛreſt, and how he had hols 
pen him with a coꝛd, and ſaued him from 
deuduring ol p thꝛeœ venimous beaſtes, 
and how he ſhould goe fo the Steward 
and fetch his reward on the mozrow, 
Uhen his wife heard this, ſhe reioyſed 
greatly and ſaide. If it ſhall be ſo god 
fir ariſe to moꝛrow at a due houre, x 
goe to the pallapes and receiue pour re⸗ 
—_—— map be comkoztcd theres 

p. 

Do in the moꝛning Guy aroſe # went 
to the Pallays and knocked at the gate, 
Than came the 13o2ter and aſked the 
cauſe ofhis knocking. I p2ay the quod 
this Guy, goe to the ſteward and ſap fo 
him that here abideth a poze man at the 

gate 
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gate that ſpake with him yeſferday in 
the foꝛreſt. The poꝛter went and tolde 
the ſteward as the poꝛe man had ſayd: 
Than ſayde the Stewarde, goe thou a- 
game & tell him 5 her lpeth, foz peſter⸗ 
dap ſpake J with no man in the fozreſt, 
and charge him that he goe awap, and 
that Jſ# him there neuer after. The 
poꝛter went foꝛth and told poꝛe Guy, 
how the ſteward had ſapd, and charged 
him to goe away. Then was this poꝛe 
Guy ſozowfull æ went home, and when 
he was come he told his wyfe how the 
ſteward had anſwered him. 

His wyfe comfoꝛted him in all that 
ſhe might, and ſayd, Sir goe pe againe 
and pꝛoue him thꝛiſe. Then on the mo⸗ 
row this Guy aroſe g went to the pa⸗ 
lays againc, pꝛaping the poꝛter to doe 
his er rand once againe to the ſteward. 
The poꝛter anſwered and ſayd, gladly 
J wil doe thine er rand, but J ſeare mee 
ſoꝛe that it ſhall be thy hurt. 

And then went he in and told the ſtew⸗ 
ard of the comming of this page man. 
Uhen the ſteward heard that, he went 
gut and all to beate this ſilly Guy, and 
N- lekk 
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left him in peril of death.Uhe his wife 
heard this, he came with hir Alle and 
led him home as lhe might, and all that 
the had ſhe ſpent vpon ſurgions # Phili⸗ 
tions to help him. And when hee was 
perfectly whole, he went to p foꝛreſt as 
he was wont, fo2 to gather ſticks and 
ſmall wod foz his liuing. And as her 
went about in the Foꝛreſt, he ſaw a 
ſtrange Lyon dꝛiuing befo2e him Aﬀes 
that were loden with chaffer and mars 
chandiſe. This Lyon dꝛoue foꝛth þ Alles 
befoꝛe Guy, which dꝛead ſoꝛe the Lyon, 
leaſt he would haue dcuoured him, ne⸗ 
uertheleffe whe he beheld the Lyon bets 
ter, he knew well that he was the ſame 
Lyon that he dꝛew out of the pit. This 
L pon left not Guy till all p Alles with 
the mat chandiſe were entred into hys 
houſe, and than the Lyon dyd him obep⸗ 
ſaunce and ranne to the wad, 
This Guy obtained theſe fardells, and 
found great riches therein, wherefoꝛe 
he made fo pꝛoclaime in diuerſe Chur⸗ 
ches,if any man had loſt ſuch gods, but 
there was none that challenged them. 
And when Guy (aw this, her toke the 
gods 
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Pgds, bought therewith houſe and land, 


and ſo was made rich. euertheleſſe he 
haunted the Foꝛreſt as he did beefoze, 

And after that as he walked in the fo2s 
reſt to gather won, he eſpied the Ape in 


the tope of a tre, the which bꝛake bowes 
buſelp with hir teeth e clawes, & thꝛew 
them downe, ſo that in ſhoꝛt time Guy 


had laden his Aſſe. And when the Ape 


bad ſo done, che went hir wap, and Guy 


went home. And on the moꝛrow Guy 
went to the foꝛreſt again, and as he ſate 
bynding his faggots, he ſaw the Ser⸗ 
pent that he dꝛew out of the pytte come 
toward him, bear ing in his mouth a pꝛe 
cious ſtone of thꝛœ coulours the which 


one the Serpent let fall at Guy es fete 


and when ſhe had ſo done ſher kiſſed his 
fete and went hir way. This Gap toke 


vp the ſtone, and mer uailed greatly of 
what vertue it might be,wherefoze hee 
| aroſe vppe and went to a Jeweller na⸗ 
med Deter, and ſayde . Deere bꝛother 


I p2ay thee fell mee the vertue of this 


| p2ectous ſtone, and Iſhall reward ther 


well foz thy labour. 
N.ii. When 
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Mhan this Jeweller had well beholden 


and vnderſtod the nature of the ſtone, 
he ſapd. Gad friend if thee liff to ſell thy 
ſtone, Iſhall giue the an hüdꝛeth mark. 
Then ſaydGuy, J will not ſell my ſtone 
till thou tell me truely the vertues 
thereof. Then ſapd the marchant, with- 
out doubt this tone hathth2e& vertues 
the firſt vertue is, that whoſocuer bcas 
reththis ſtone vpon him, ſhall haue iop 
without ſozraw: the ſecond vertue is, 
that he ſhal haue plenty without want: 
the third vortuc is, he ſhall haue light 
without darkcnefle. And it hath alſo an 
other vertue, that no man map ſell it 
but fo2 as much as it is woꝛth, and if 
he doe the contrarp, the ſtone returneth 
againe to the fir ſt owner. 

When Guy heard this, her was right 
toyfull , and lapd to himſelfe, in a god 
houre J dꝛew thele beaſtes out of the 


pyt. 

Not long after it beefell that this 
Guy by the vertue of this ſtone was 
made paſſing riche and bought greate 
poſſeſſions and liuelode, wherefoze with 
in a while be was made knight, At 
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gt was not long after the Emperour 
had knowledge how ſir Guy, had a ſtone 
of ſuch vertue, wherefoꝛe her ſent foꝛ fir 
Guy, commaunding him to come to him 
in all haſt, and ſo he did. And when fir 
Guy was come to the Emperour, the 
Empercur ſapde to him. Py friend, J 
haue heard ſaye p ſometime thou werte 
in great pouertie, and now thou arte 
made rich by ö ver tue of a little ſtone, 
therefo2e J pꝛay the that thou ſell mee 
that ſtone. @p2 Guy anſwered and 
ſayd,that may J not doe, fo2 ſo long as 
J haue that fone, J am ſure of th:e& 
things, that is to ſape, of toy without 
ſoꝛrow, plenty without want, and light 
without darkeneſſe. When the Empe⸗ 
rour heard this hee had greater deſire 
to buy that ſtone then he had beefo2e, 
and ſaid to him, Sir Guy, ot two things 
thou muſt choſe one, that is. choſe whe- 
ther thou wilt foꝛſake this Emppꝛe and 
all thy kindered, oz elſe ſel me thy ſtone, 
Then ſayde Sp2 Guy. 
My Lo2d,if if muſt nedes bee thus, bee 
it at your will, neuertheleſſe J ſhall 
tell you the perill of this ſtone, if yes 
N. ui. pay 
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pape not therfoꝛe as it is woꝛth, withs 
ont doubt if will come fo mee againe. 
Then ſaid the Emporour, ſothlp J ſhall 
giue the ſufficient, foꝛ thou ſhalt receiue 
of ma thercfoze a thouſand pound, and 
ſo if was donne. Sp2 Guy receiued the 
monp and went home. Dn the mozs 
row early he opened his cofer & found 
the ſtone, and then her told to the Lady 
his wife how he had ſouid the ſtone fo 
the Emperour and delinered it, # how 
he found it againe in his cofer.The ſaid 
his wife, god ſir in all p haſt pe can gog 
agapne to the Cmperour and fake him 
the ſtone, leaſt that he be diſpleaſed, 
and thꝛough mallyce repute ſome de⸗ 
cetpt in vs. 

Then went fꝛth ſir Guy againe fo 
the Emperour and ſayde to him. My 
Lo2p yefterday J ſolde you a ſtone the 
which if if pleaſe you J would faine ſ&- 
The Emperour went foꝛ the ſtone to 
bis treaſure and found it not, where 
foze he was right ſoꝛowfull, and came 
againe and told Sy2 Guy how it was 
loſt, Then ſayde Sp2 Gup, Mp Lo2d 
grieue you not, fo2 J tolde you peſter⸗ 
day 
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dap that J might not ſell it, buf ik F 


had the valew thereok, and peſterdap I 
recetued a thouſand pound of pou theres 


; foze,and this dap J found it in my Cos 


| @ 


fer againe, and therefoꝛe if J had not 


bꝛought vou the ſtone againe peraduen⸗ 
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ture you would haue ſhewed mee your 
heaute counfenance, and with that her 
ſhewed fꝛth the fone , whereat the 
Emperour maruailed greatly ſapd. 
pz Guy by thy troth that thou oweſE 
to mer, tel me how thou cameſt by this 
Stone. 

Then ſayde ſir Guy, By my faith that 
J owe to pou, J ſhall tell you the very 
troth as touching this ſtone. 

Pour ſteward that is pzomofed vp of 
nought, let make many deepe pittes in 
your Foꝛreſt, and it foꝛtuned not long 
after, p he fell downe into one of them 
himſelfe, and might not ryſe againe foʒ 
deepeneſſe ol p pit, it foztuned alſo the 


ſame dap, that a Lon, an Ape, # a ſer⸗ 


pent fell into the Pitte with him, at 
which time J was a verie poꝛe man, 
tte great pains fo2 my liuing . as A 
walked into the foꝛreſt w mine Liſe foz 
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to gather wod, hee cryed fo mer that 
J ſhould help him out of the pitte, and 
ſaue him from death, foꝛ there were in 


y pit with him thꝛer venemous beaſts, 


that is to ſap, a Lyon, an Ape,t a foule 
Serpent, and then hee pzomiſed mee by 
his wozde to pꝛomote ine and all my 
kinne to great richcs. and whe J heard 
that, J was glad, 4 lette downe a long 
co2de unto him, ſuppoſing to haue dꝛaw⸗ 
en him vp, and then J haled vp a Upon, 
and after that an Ape, and then a Ber⸗ 
pent, and at the laſt pour Steward. 
The Lyon gaue me ten Alles charged 
with marchandiſe, the Ape gane mee as 
much wod as mine Alle might beare, 
and the Serpẽt gaue me this fone that 
IJ haue ſold pou, but pour ſteward beat 
me and wounded mes full ſoꝛe fo2 mp 
cod deede, that J was bozne home bps 
on myne Alle. 

When the Emperour heard this, his 
heart was greatly moued againſte the 
Steward, wherefoze her examined him 
of that falſe deed, bulk he was dome and 
would not fpeake , fo2 ſo muche that 
ber could not deny his falſchod. 

Then 
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k -Thenſayde the Emperdur, O thou 


w2etched creature,vnreaſonable beaſts 
as the I pon, the Ape, and the Serpent, 
rewarded him fo2 his god dede,+ thou 
that arte a reaſonable man haſt almoſt 
beaten him to death that ſaued thee, 
and toke thee out of the pitte, ther foꝛe 
fo2 thy fallehod 4 wickedneſſe J iudge 
ther to bee hanged this dape on the gal⸗ 
lowes, and all thy gods and landes J 
graunt to Sir Guy, and alſo J ozdayn 
that Sir Guy ſhall occupy thy place, & 
bee Steward, and ſo it was done. 
When Sir Guy was thus rewarded by 
the Emperour, and made ſteward, her 
was well beloued of euery man, as long 
as he lined, and at the laſt ended his 
life with honoz and god peace. 


The Morall. 


This Emperour befokeneth the Fa- 
ther of Peauen,the poꝛe man beetoke- 
neth euery man that commeth info this 
woꝛlde, fœble and naked from his mo⸗ 

N. v. thers 
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thers wombe,and at the laſt is pꝛomo⸗ 
ted to great riches and woꝛldly honoz, 
as the Pſalmilt ſaith . De ſtercore eri- 
gens pauperem. God lifteth vp the pwze 
man out of the myꝛe, and many ſuch 
men know neither God, ne themſelefe, 
but cauſe to make depe pittes, that is 
to ſave , vnkindenefſe and mallyce they 
oꝛdaine againſt imple menne, in the 
which pit the diuell cauſeth them oft to 
fall, accoꝛding to a text in Eccleſiaſtico. 
Boueam qui alteri facit, ipſe incidit in 
eam. That is to ſape, who maketh a 
Pyt fo2 an other man, hunſelfe falleth 
ther in, which text was well pꝛoued by 
Mardocheus. 

This Guy that went dapelp to the wꝛ⸗ 
reſt with his Alle to gather wod betwꝛ⸗ 
keneth euer tuft and godly man, fea⸗ 
ring God in the foꝛreſt of this world, 
the wod that he gathereth b:2tokeneth 
bis ſimple meaning to liue fveil , that 
be carrpeth on his Alle, which bertoke⸗ 
neth the bodie of man, wherewith his 
ſoule may iope and liue in the taherna⸗ 
cle of Heauen. And as the Steward, 
the Lyon, p Ape, and the Serpent __ 
el 
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fell inko the Pitte, right ſo when a ſin⸗ 
full man falleth in the pitte of ſinne. 
The pon ot the ſkocke of Iude (that is 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt) decendeth with him as of- 
tentimes as p inner hath will to come 
to grace. Ther foꝛe ſaith the Pſalmiſk, 
Cum ipſo ſum in tribulatione. Chat is 
to fate, J am with him in tribulation. 
CThis Guy dꝛaweth vp the Lyon , that 
is to ſap, Jeſu Chꝛiſt out of the pitte by 
the coꝛde of vertues. Yee dꝛew bp the 
Ape alſo, that is to ſape, contrarp will 
to reaſon, that he might obap to reaſon. 
Foz of all manner beaſts p Ape is moſt᷑ 
Ipke to manne, right ſo among all the 
ſtrengthes of 5 ſoule, will ought to ber 
Iykened vnto rcaſon, and fo obey rea⸗ 
ſon.Þ& dꝛew vp alſo a Serpent, by the 
which is under ſtode repentaunce, foz 
two cauſes. Foꝛ the Serpent beareth 
in his mouth venim, and his tayle is a 
medicine. Night ſo repentaunce bea⸗ 
reth at the beginning bifferneſſe to the 
doer, neuertheleſle it is full ſweefe and 
medicinable vnto the ſoule at the ende, 
t thertoꝛe euerp iuſt man ſhould dzaw 
to him the ſerpent ol „ e | 

nd 
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And at the laſt he d2ew vp the Stew⸗ 
arde from the py of ſinne, accoꝛding to 
Chꝛiſtes ſaping. 

Jam not come onely to call the righ- 
teous, but ſinners to repentance. 

Alſo it is witten, that Seneca which 
taught an Emperour many lawes and 
vertues of truth, and at the laſt like 
as this Steward dyd, ſo dyd this Ems 
perour ſœke the drath of his maiſter 
Seneca. 

Alſo Chꝛiſt gaue power to Iudas to 
woꝛke myꝛacles, like as he did to ot her 
Diſciples, ncuertheleſſe hee bat rayed 
him at the laff. 

Right ſo now a dates bee many chil⸗ 
dꝛen of Beliall which delight moze ts 
doe harme the god, in eſpeciall to thein 
that wou d inſtruct them perfectly both 
fo2 the ſoule and fo2 the bodp. 

The Lyon gaue to the iuſt and god⸗ 
ly poꝛc man tenne Aſſes charged with 
marchandiſe, that is to ſape, our Lozd 
Leſa Chꝛiſt gtueth to every righteous 
man tenne commanndements charged 
with vertues, by p which hee groweth 
to the riches of heaucn. 

The 
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The Ape alſo gathered him wod as oft 
as the iuſt man woꝛketh the fruites of 
faith. Foz wod valuntarplp is pꝛofita⸗ 
ble foz two thinges , that is to ſape, to 
make fire and to builde houſes. 
Right ſo perfect char itie heateth the An- 
gell, accoꝛding to ſcripfure ſaying. Qua 
magis gaudium eſt angelis, &c. 
That is to ſap.Moꝛe iope is among an⸗ 
gells foz one ſinner doeing repentance 
ec. Charitie alſo reyſeth the houle of 
heauen againſt the comming of y ſonlc. 
The Serpent aiſo gaue him a ſtone of 
th:& diuers coulours: the which betok⸗ 
neth our Loꝛd Jeiu Ch2ift, whome wee 
ſeke by repentaunce. Therefoze ſapth 
ſaint Jerome in the ſccond table thus. 
Poſt naufragium eſt penetendum. That 
is to ſay . We ſhould repent vs after 
our tr eſpaſſe. That Ch21lt is the ſtone, 
may be pzoucd by him ſolfe ſaping. 
Ego ſum lapis viuus, That is to ſaye 
J am a liuing ftonc , Chꝛiſt hath thze 
coullours, which betokeneth the power 
of the father, the wildome of the ſonne, 
and the humilitie ofthe holy Shoſt. 
Thcres 
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Therefoꝛe who ſomay get this ſtone, 
ſhail haue the Empyꝛe of heauen, top 
without fo2row, plentie without any 
want, and light without darkeneſſe: 
Unto which light bzing vs our Lo2de 
Jeſa Chꝛiſt that dy«d foz all mankinde. 
Amen. 


The Argument. 


y the natiuitie of Chriſt proceedetli 
ioy full gladneſſe to the world & ſal- 
uation vnto mankind. Vet man is vn- 
thanktull vnto God contrary to his 

romiſe made in Baptiſme - we are 
warned in all worldly tempeſtes ts 
cleaue vnto Chriſt by faith & hope, 
to coutinue in well doing and to im- 
pugne the mallis of the diuell: the 
prechers of gods woord are ſent of 
god to confound the diuel] by ſound 
doctrine and good life, life & death is 
ſette beefore man, we ought then to 
choſe that life that may be tor « our 
euerlaſting comfort, | 
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N Rome dwelf ſometime a mightie 

Emperour named Anſelme, which 
had wedded the kings daughter of Icru- 
ſalem,a fapze Ladie anda gracious, in 
the ſight of cuery man,but ſhe was long 
tyme with the Emperour o2 ſhe bare 
him any childe, wherefoze the Nobles 
of the Empy2e were right ſozowful,be- 
cauſe their Lo2d had none heyꝛe of his 
bodie begoften. Till at the laſt it befell 
that this Anſelme walked after ſupper 
in an euening in his garden, and be⸗ 
thought himſelf how he had none hepze, 
and how the king of Ampluy warred 
on him continually fo2 ſo much as he 
had no ſonne to make defence in his abs 
lence, whereloꝛe he was right ſoꝛowrul 
and went to his chamber and ſlept. 
And at the laſt him thought hee ſaw a 
viſion in his ſlepe , that the moꝛning 
was moze clerer than it was wont to 
bee, t that the Mone was much moꝛe 
paller on the one ſyde, than on the o⸗ 
ther. 
Aud after he ſaw a bird of two colours, 
and 
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and by that byꝛd ſtod t wo beaffs which 
fed that little byꝛd with their heate. 
And after that come many mo beaſts, 
E bowed their bꝛeaſts toward the by2d, 
and went thepꝛ way. 

And than came ther diuers byꝛds that 
loung fo [weetly & pleaſantly that the 
Emperdur awaked . Jn the moꝛning 
earelp this Anſelme remembꝛed his vi⸗ 


ſion and wondꝛed much what it might 


ſigniſie, wherefo2e he called to him his 
Philoſophers, and alſo the ſtates of his 
Emppꝛe, and tolde them his d2came, 
charging them to tell him the ſignilica⸗ 
tion therof vpon paine of death, e if they 
tolde him the true inter pꝛet at ion ther⸗ 
ot, he pꝛomiſed them great reward. 
Then ſapde they. Deere Loꝛde fell vs 
pour dꝛeame, and wer ſhall declare vn⸗ 
to vou what it betokeneth. 

Than the Emperour tolde them krom 
the beginning to p ending as it is afoꝛe 
ſayd.When ; Philoſophers heard this, 
with glad chere they anſwered # ſayd, 
Loꝛd, the d2came that pe ſaw, betoke⸗ 
neth god, foꝛ the Empyꝛe ſhall be moze 


cicarer than it is. 
The 
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The one that is moze pale on the one 
fide than on the other, beetokencth the 
Empꝛelle, that hath loſt part of hir cot1- 
lour thꝛough the conception of a ſonne 
that ſhe hath conceiued. The little byꝛd 
betokeneth the ſonne p (hee ſhall beare. 

The two beaſtes that fedde this bird 

betokeneth all the wyſe men and riche 
menne of this Emppꝛe ſhall obey thy 
ſonne. Theſe other beaſtes that bows 
ed theyꝛ bꝛeſtes to the by2de , beetoke⸗ 
neth that many other nations ſhall doe 
him homage. The Byꝛd that ſoung ſo 
ſweefly to this little By2d, betokeneth 
the Romaines, which ſhall reiopte and 
ſing, bycauſe of his by2th, 
Lo this is the verpe interpꝛetation of 
pour dzeame . When the Emperour 
heard this, he was right iopfull. Sane 
after that the Empꝛeſſe trauailed in 
childe byꝛth + was deliuered of a fapꝛe 
ſonne, in whoſe byzth was great toys 
made without ende. 

When the king of Ampluy heard 
this, he thought in himſelfe thus. Loe, 
haue warred _ the Ener 

b fa 
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all the dayes of my life, and now 


bath a ſonne the which will reuenge all 


thee wzonges that J haue done and 
w2oucht againſt his Father when her 
commeth to full age, thereſoꝛe it is bet⸗ 
ter that J ſend to the Emperour and 
beſtech him of frewſe + peace, that his 
ſonne may haue nothinge againſte me 
when he commeth to manhode. When 
he had thus ſaid to himſelfe, he w2ote 
vnto the Emperour , beſeeching him to 
haue peace. When the Cmperour ſaw 
that the king of Ampluy wzofe to him 
moꝛe foz fearc then fo2 loue, hee wrote 
againe tohim, that if he would finde 
god and ſufficient ſuertie to ktepe the 
peace, and bynde himſelfe all the dapes 
of his lyfe to doe him ſeruice # homage, 
and fo giue hiin perelp a certaine ti p⸗ 
bute, he would receiue him to the peace. 
i When the king had read the tenour 
of the Cmperours letters, he called his 
Counſaple, pꝛaping them to giue him 
counſaple how he might beſt doe as tous 
ching this matter. Then ſaid they. It is 
god that pe obey the Cmperours will 
and commaundement in all *. 
0: 
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Foꝛ in the firſt he dcſireth of you ſuer⸗ 
tyfo2 the peace, and as to this wer ans 
[were thus. Ver haue but a daughter, 
and the Emperdur but a lonne, wher⸗ 
foze lette a marriage be made between 
them, and that may bee a perpetuall cos 
uenant of the peace. And allo bee aſketh 
homage and rents which is god fo ful- 
fill. And than the king ſent his meſſen⸗ 
gers to the Emperour, ſaping that hee 
will fulfill his entent in all thing, if if 
might pleaſe his highneſſe 5 his ſonne 
and the Kings daughter might bee wed⸗ 
ded together. All this pleaſed well the 
Cmperour,neuertheleſſc he ſent again, 
that if his daughter were a cleane Urs 
gin from hir by2th vnto that daye, be 
would conſent fo that marriage, Than 
was the king right glad, ſoꝛ his daugde 
ter was a cleane virgin. 
Therefoꝛe whan the letters ot touenät 
t compact were ſealed, the king kurmſcht 
a. faire ſhip, wherein he might ſend his 
Daughter with many noble knightes, 
Ladies, and great riches vnto the Ems 
perour foz to haue his ſon i in mar riage. 
O. ii. And 
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And whan they were ſayling in the ſeg 
toward Rome, a ſtozme aroſe ſo ex⸗ 
fremely and ſo hoꝛriblp that the ſhippe 
all to bꝛaſt againſt a rock of ſtone, and 
they were all dzowncd ſane onelp that 
young lady, which firt hir hope and hart 
ſo greatly on God, that ſhe was ſaned, 
And about th2e of the clocke the tem⸗ 
peſt ceaſed , and the Lady dꝛoue forth 
oner the waues in that bꝛoken ſhippe 
which was caſt vp agine, but an huge 
whale folowed after, ready to deuoure 
both the ſhippe and hir, wherefoze this 
fay:e yoting Lady whan night came ſhe 
ſmote fpꝛe with a ſfone,wherewith the 
thippe was greatly liahtencd,and than 
the whale durſt not aduenture toward 
the ſhippe fo2 feare of the light. At the 
cocke crowing this young Lady was fo 
weary of the great tempeſt and trouble 
of the ſea , that the ſlept and within a 
little while after the fire ſurceaſed, and 
with that came the whale and deuoured 
this virgin. 
And when thee wakened and found hir 
ſelfe fwallowed vp in the whales belly, 
Ge (mot fire, t within a little while ſhee 
woun- 
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wounded the Whale with a knife in 
many plates, and when the Whale felt 
hunſelfe wounded, acco2ding to his nas 
ture began to ſwim to land. | 
There was that time dwelling in that 
coiitry an Carle that was a noble man 
named Pyrris, the which foz his recrea⸗ 
tion walked by the Dea ſhoze, and as 
he was walking thua, hee ſaw where. 
as the Whale was comming foward 
that lande,wherefoze hee turned home 
againe, gathered many ſtrong men and 
women and came thether againe, and 
fought with this Whale,and wounded 
him ſo2e, & as they ſmote, the Mayden 
that was in his belly cried us an high 
voice and lapd. 
O gentle friends haue merey and coms 
paſſiõ on me, foꝛ I am a knights daughs 
ter and a true virgine from p houre of 
my byꝛth vnto this daye . When the 
Carle heard this hee wondꝛed greafly, 
and opened the ſide of the Whale and 
founde the young Lady, and tanke hir 
out. And when ſhe was thus deltnered, 
ſhe told him foꝛthwith whole daughter 
the was, and how thee had loſt all his 
O. iii. gods 
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gods in Þ ſea,and how ſhe ſhould haue 
bene married vnto the Emperours ſon. 
And when 5 Carle heard this chere was 
right glad, wherefo2e her comfoꝛted hir 
the moꝛe, and kept hir ſtill with him 
killiſhee was well refreſhed. And in the 
meane time ha ſent mellengers to the 
Emperour, tetting him to wit how this 
knights daughter was ſaved. Then 
was the Emperour right glad of hir 
fauefy and comming; e had great com- 
paſſion un- hir, ſaying : A god Hayde 
fo2 the tonic of my ſonne thou haſt ſuffcs 
red much wbe,ncuertheleſſe if thou be 
woꝛthy to be his wife ſ@nethal Jpzone. 
And when he had thus ſapd, her let bꝛing 
fozth thꝛeꝛ veſſells, the firſt was made 
of pure Gold well breſctte with pꝛeci⸗ 
qus ſtones without and within, full of 
dead mens bones, and therevpon was 
engrauen this poſey. Who fo chooſeth 
mee ſhall finde that he deſerueth. 
The ferond veſſell. was made of fyne 
ſtluer, fplled with earth and wozmes, 
and the ſuperſc ription was thus. 
Who fo chooſeth me ſhall finde that his 


nature 
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nature deſireth. The third vellell was 
made of Lead, full within of pꝛecious 
ſtones, and therevpon was inſculpt this 

poſey. Who ſo chooſeth mee, ſhall finde 
* God hath diſpoſed for him. 
Theſe th:& veſſells the Emperour 
ſhewed to the Bayden and lapde. Loe 
here daughter, theſe bes noble veſſclls;if 
thou choſe one of theſe wherin is pꝛofit 
to thee and to other the ſhalt thou haue 
my ſon. And if thou choſe-that wher in 
is no pꝛofit to the noz to none other, 
ſothly thou ſhalt not wed him. 
When the Mapden ſaw this, ſhee lift 
vp hir hands to God and ſayde . Thou 
Loꝛd which knoweſt all things, graunt 
mee grace this houre lo to choſe, that J 
may yeceine the Emporours ſonne. And 
with p ſhe beheld the ficft veſſell of 
— which was grauen royally,x reade 
this ſuperfcription .' Who fo chooſeth 
mee. &c. ſaying thus. Though this veſlel 
be full pꝛecious and made of pure gold, 
neuertheleſte know not J what is with 
in, therefoꝛe my deere Lozd this veſſell 


will J not choſe. 
O it. And 
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And then behelde ſher the ſecond veſſel 
that was of pure ſiluer, and reade the 
ſuperſcription,who ſo chooſeth me, ſnall 
finde that his nature deſireth. Thinkes 
ing thus within hir ſelke, if J choſe 
this veſſell, what is within J know not, 
but well J wot there ſhall J finde that 
anture deſireth, mp nature deſireth 
the luſt of the fleſh, and thercfoze this 
bcllell will J not choſe, 
When lhe had ſ@noc thoſe two veſſells, 
giuen an anſ were as touching two of 
the,the beheld the third veſſell of lead, 
t read the ſuperſcription, who ſo choo- 
ſeth me,ſhall finde that God hath diſpo- 
ſed „Thinking wit hin hir ſelfe this vel⸗ 
ſell is not paſſing riche, ne thozowlp 
pꝛecious, neuertheleſſe the ſuper ſcripti⸗ 
on ſaith, wha fo chwſeth mer, ſhall finde 
that Godhath dilpgfed,+ without doubt 
God neuer diſpoſed any harme , theres 
foze as now J will choſe this vellell,by 
the leaue of God, 
tahen the Emperour ſaw this, he ſaid, 
O god 4ayden,. open thy vcflell,foz it 
is full of pzccious Stones z and ſ if 
thou 
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thou haſt well choſen oꝛ no. And when 
this pong Lady had opened it, ſhe found 
it full of fine gold and pꝛecious ſtones, 
lpke as the Emperour had fozetold hir 
befoze, | 

And than ſayd the Emperour, O my 
deere daughter, becauſe thou haſt wiſe- 
ly cholen, therefoze ſhalt thou wed my 
ſonne. And when he had ſo ſatd, he oꝛdai⸗ 
ned a marriage, and wedded them to 
gether with great ſolempnitie, æ much 
honour,and lo continued to theyz liues 
ende. 


The Morall 


This Emperour betokeneth the Fa⸗ 
ther of heauen, p which was long tyme 
without a naturall Sonne, wherefo2e 
many men were indanger of periſhing 
in hell, 

The Empꝛiſſe conceiued when the 
Angell Gabziell fayde. Loe thou ſhalt 
conceiue and beare a childe. And than 
the firmamet began to cleere when this 
little childe lightened the wozld with 

D.v. his 
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his byzth. The Mane that bergan to 
ware pale when the face of the Uirgin 
Mary, was ouerſhadowed by vertue of 
the grace of y holy ghoſt, and not one⸗ 
ly hir face was thus ſhadowed, but alſo 
hir bodie , fo2 ſhe was conceiued with 
childe as an other Woman, wherefo:e 
Ioſeph would haue foꝛſaken hir pꝛiuilp 
and gone away . The little byꝛd that 
came krom the one ſide of the Mone be⸗ 
fokencth our Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt, which 
at mpdnight was boꝛne of our Ladie, 
wꝛapped in clothes, & lapd in an Dre 
ſtail. The two beaſts bætokeneth the 
Dre and the Alle that loſeph bꝛought 
— him, which honoured him in his 

pꝛth. Theſe other beaſtes that came 
— far re, betekeneth p heards in the 
ffeld, to whom the Angell ſaid thus. 
Ecce nuncio vobis gaudium magnum. 
Lo, J ſhew to vou great iope. 

The by2ds that ſung ſo wert ly, bee⸗ 
tokeneth the Angells of heauen which 
lung at his birth this ioyfull ſong. Glo- 
ria in excelſis. Jop to God abdue, and 
peace to men in carth. pry 
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The king ol Amply which held warre 
againe the Cmperonr , bætokeneth all 
mankinde, that was contrarie to God 
as long as he was in the diuells power. 
But immediately when our Lozd Je- 
ſu Chꝛiſt was bo2nezhe& bowed himſelfe 
to God, x beeſonght him of peace when 
he receiued his baptim, foꝛ at our bapti⸗ 
ſing we pꝛomiſed to dꝛawonelp to God, 
and fo2ſake y dinell and all his pomps. 
This king gaue his daughter in mar- 
riage to the Emperours ſonne. Right 
ſo eche of vs ought to giue his ſoule in 
marriage to Gods ſonne, foꝛ hee ts al⸗ 
wapes redye to reteiue our ſoule to his 
ſpouſe acco2ding to p ſcripture ſaying 
thus. Deſponfabo ipſam nbi. J will 
ſpouſe hir to me But oꝛ the ſoule map 
come to the pallays of heauen, hir bes 
houeth to ſayle by the fea of this woꝛld 
in the Shippe of god lyfe , but often⸗ 
times there aryſefh a Tempeſt. in the 
Hea, that is to ſape, trouble of this 
TWoꝛlde, the temptation of the fleth, 
and the ſuggeſtion of the diuell arp⸗ 
ſeth ſodainelp 4 d2owneth the vertues 
that the @oule receiueth in Baptiſme, 

neuer⸗ 


The Hiſtory of 


neuertheleſle yet falleth ſhe not out of 
the ſhippe of charitie, but keepeth hir 
ſelle ſurcly therein by fapth and hope. 
Fo2 as the Apoſtle laith. Spe ſalui facti 
ſumus. By hope wee bee ſaued. 
Fo2 it is impoſſible to be ſaued without 
hope oz Faith. The great Whale that 
followed p Paiden bertokeneth the di⸗ 
nell, which by night and by day lyeth 
in a wapte to ouercome the Soule by 
ſinne, therfoze doe wee as dyd the Pats 
den, lmyte wee fire of charitie and loue 
out of the ſtone, that is Chꝛiſt accoꝛding 
to this ſaying : Ego ſum lapis, J am a 
ſtone. And certapnelp the diucll ſhall 
haue no power to grieue vs. 
Manp men begin well as did the Mai⸗ 
den, but at y laſt they bee wery of their 
god wozkes,and ſo ſlcepe they in ſinne. 
And anone when the diuell perceiueth 
this, ha deuoureth the ſinner in cull 
thoughts, delights, conſent and wozke. 
Therefoꝛe if any of vs fele cur ſelle in 
ſuch life vnder the power of the diuell, 
let him doe as the Mapde dyd, [mite 
the diuell with p knife of bitter repen⸗ 
taunce 
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kaumce, than kindle the fire of charitie, 
and without doubt he ſhall caſt ther on 
the lande of god life. 
The Earle that came with his ſeruants 
to ſlay the Thale, betokeneth a diſcreet 
Pꝛeacher, which dwelleth beeſide the 
ſea, that is to ſay,beeſide the wozld, and 
not in the wozlde, that is to ſape, not 
dꝛawing to wozldly delectation, but e⸗ 
ner is redye with god woꝛdes of holpe 
ſcripture to fly the diuell and to diſtrop 
his power: wee muſt all crye with an 
high voice as did this Mapden, know- 
ledging our ſinnes , and than ſhall we 
be deiliuered from the diuell, and nouri⸗ 
ſhed with vertuous exerciſe. 
The Emperour ſheweth this Mapden 
thꝛee veſſells,that is fo ſap, God putteth 
befoze man life 4 death, god and euill, 
t which of thele that he choſety hee ſhall 
obtaine. Therefoꝛe ſaith Sampſon: An- 
te hominem mors & vita. Death and 
Ivfe is ſette befoꝛe man , choſe which 
him lyſt . And pet man is vntcertaine 
whether he ber woxthy to choſe lyfe bre⸗ 
fo;e death. 
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The Hiſtorie of 
By the fir ſt vcſell ofgolde full of dead 
mennes bones we ſhall vaderftandſome 
woꝛldly men, both mightie men + riche, 
which eutward!y ſhine as golde in ris 
ches and pomps of this world. 
Neuertheleſſe within they be full of 
dead mennes bones, that ts fo ſaye, the 
woꝛkes that they haue w2ought in this 
woꝛld bene dead in the ſight of god tho⸗ 
rough deadly ſinne . Thereloꝛe if any 
man choſe ſuch life he ſhall haue that he 
deſerueth, that is to ſap, hell. And ſuch 
men be like toumbes that be white and 
roiallp painted and araped without and 
couered with cloth of gold and ſilke, but 
within there is nothing but d2y bones. 
By the ſecond veſſell of ſiluer we ought 
to vnderſtand ſome Juſtices wiſe men 
vf this woꝛld which ſhine in faire ſpeach 
but within thep be full of woꝛmes and 
earth, that is to ſapc, theyꝛ faire ſpeach 
ſhall auaile them no moꝛe at the day of 
iudgement, than woꝛmes of earth, and 
paraducafure leſſe, fo2 than ſhall they 
ſuffer euerlaſting paine, if they dye in 
deadly ſinne. | 
By 


—— 


By the third veſſellof lead full of golde 
and pꝛecious ſtones, we ought to vnder⸗ 
ſtand a ſimple lie and a poꝛe, which the 
choſen men choſe, that they may be wed 
ded to our bleſſcd Loꝛde Jeſu Chꝛiſt by 
humilitie and obeyſance, and ſuch men 
beare with them pꝛecious tones, that is 
to ſape, faith and hir fruitfull woꝛkes, 
pleaſinge to God: by the which at the 


iudgement day they be eſpouſed to our 


Lo2d Jeſu Chziſt and obtaine the heri⸗ 
tage of heauen, vnto the which bꝛing vs 
he that dped on the Croſſe. amen. 


The Argument. 


¶ Manne by Baptiſme promiſeth to liue 
in the feare of God, and forſake the 
diuell. Chriſte ſorroweth for our 
ſinnes, he requireth dutifull ſeruice of 

vs at vi. ſeuerall ages, but we are al- 
wayes vnreadie for him, yet the mer- 
cie of God is ſo fauorable towards vs 
that hee ſpareth vs euen till the laſt 
age of manne , youchſahug if than 
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The Hiſtorie of 
we repent vsand call for grace, bele« 
ting in hismercies , he will receiue 
vs into the throne of his heauenlye 


grace. &c. 
The 33. Hiſtorie, 


Ometime in Rome there dwelf a 
mightte Tmperour named Calopo 
du, which toke a fapꝛe ladie fo his 
wife, they were not long together 
but that this Empꝛeſle conceiued bare 
him a ſonne, a godly childe and a fapꝛe, 
when he was of age, he was ſet to ſchole. 
And when he came to twenty yeares of 
age, he deſired his Fathers heritage, 
ſaping. Deere father, pe are an olde 
man &t map not gouerne pour Emppꝛe, 
therefoꝛe if it pleaſe you to giue it mer, 
it ſhall be to your pꝛofit. Then aunſ⸗ 
wered the Emperour and ſapde. Deere 
ſonne, J dꝛead mee ſoꝛe that when the 
Empyꝛe ts in thy power thou wilt not 
fulfill my will ne my deſire. 
Then aunſwered the Empꝛeſſe (foꝛ ſo 
much as ſhe loued hir ſonne better than 
bir huſband) and ſayd. My Lozd quod 
ſha 
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the that map not bee, foꝛ thou haſt but 


one ſonne, therefoꝛe as J belteue he wil 


fulfill thine entent in all thing, this Em 
ppꝛe may help him well, and fherefoze 
it is not belt to graũt him the Empire. 


Then anſwered the Cmperour t ſayd. 
J will firſt haue of him a letter obliga⸗ 
toꝛp, that whe ſo euer he doth any thing 
againſt my will, that than J thall de- 

pꝛiue him of the Emppꝛe wanne any 
withſtanding. 

The ſonne graunted fo this, and let 
make the obligation, and ſealed it. And 
when this was done, this pong Empe⸗ 
rour wared ſo pꝛoud, that he feared nei⸗ 


ther God noz man, and dpd verp much 


harme. But euer his father ſuffered it 
pacientlp, foꝛ he would not be coꝛrccted 
by no man. Till at the laſt there fell a 
great dearth in p; Emppꝛe, ſo that many 


* men dycd foꝛ want of fode . This oide 
Emperour was all alone himſelfr and 


began to haue ne&de, wherfoze h& went 


do his ſonne foz to haue ſome ſubſtance, 


which his ſonne graunted and ſuffercd 
fo2 a tyme. 
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But within ſhoꝛt time his father began 
to war? ſicke, wherekoze he called his 
ſonne, and pꝛaped to him to giue hinrn 
dꝛauaht or muſt. His ſonne anſwered 
and ſaide. That will J not doe, foz my 
muſt is not god fo2 your complection. 
Than ſapd the Emperour, J p2ay the 
lonne giue mee a d2aught of thy wine. 
His ſonne an(wered and ſapde, that her 
(ould haue none, foꝛ 1ty wyne is not 
pet fincd,+ ik J touch it, it will trouble, 
g therfoꝛe J will not bꝛoch it till it be 
tlre and fined. Then ſayde his father. 
Oiue mee ſome of the ſecond tonne. 
That will J not doe, quod he,fo2 p wine 
is paſſing mtghtie 8 ſtrong, 4 ſuch wine 
is not god fo2 a ſick man. Than his fas 
ther pꝛaied him hartely foꝛ a dꝛaught of 
the fourth tonne. Than anſwered hir 
and ſayde,thercof get pe none, fo2 it is 
feeble and without any ſuſtentacion, # 
ſuch wyne is not god fo2 you, fo2 it is 
not comfoꝛt able. 

Than ſaid his father, now god ſonne 
giue me tha of the fift tonne, That wil 
A not quod he, foꝛ that tonne is full oł 
ls 02 dꝛegges, and ſuch is not fo2 men 
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noꝛ vnnethes fo2 hoggs. When his fa⸗ 


ther ſaw he might get nothing of him, 
e after was as whole as euer he was, 
than went he to the king of Hieruſalem 


and made his complaint of his ſonne, x 
che wed him the letter obligatozy which 
his lonne had made, wherefoꝛe his fa» 
ther might put him out of the Emppꝛe 
without any wifhſaping . Than the 
king heard this. he called p:Emperci:s 
fonne to aunſwere his father. And whF 
he came he could not aunſ were to his 
father with no reaſdn, wherefoze the 
king put him from his Einpyꝛe, x ſealo⸗ 
ned his father therein againe, and ſo he 
contincued all the dapes of hns ute. 


__ Morall. 


This Emperour betokeneth our loꝛd 
Jeſu Chzilt,acco2ding fo the Pſaimul, 
Me is thy father that hath thee in poſſef- 
ion and made thre of nought. The ſon 
betokeneth man, to whome he gaue all 
the Emppꝛe of this wo21d,acco2dinge to 


this ſcrpture. 
Pai. Celum 


The Hiſtoric of 


Celum celi domino, &c. That is to ſape. 
Heauen he hath giuen our Loꝛde, and 
carth to man. Pankind made an obli⸗ 
gation vnto dur Loꝛd Jclu Chꝛiſt when 
he receiued the laccament of Baptiſme, 

herehe pꝛemiled him ſuertie to ſerue 
him trucly,and to loꝛſake the diuel and 
all his nomps and vainegloꝛzp. 

This Emperour began to ware ſicke 


on a dap, that is to {ay , our Lo2de - 


Jelu C\23it is troubled as oftentimes 
as a chꝛiſtian man ſinneth and bealict 
his commaundements, wher elo e bee 
thyꝛſteth greatly the helpe of our ſoule, 
and than he aſked a dꝛaught of the fir ſt 
tonne, that is to ſape, he ac kethj of man 
his firſt age of his childhood to bee ſpent 
in his leruice. But incontment the wick 
ed man an: wercth and ſaith. 
JF map not doe ſo, fo2 my childchod is 
muſtie, that is to ſape, it is ſo tender 
and ſo younge, that it may not attempt 
ſo ſaae toſerue God, which is manifeſt⸗ 
ly againſt the truth, foʒ the chilo of one 
day is not without ſin. Fo2 ſatiit Gre- 
gory in his dt-logucs ſaith, the childꝛen 
of b. pcœres of age put out finds from 
the 
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the boſoms of their fathers, and when 
God ſeeth that he map not haue of the 
mult of his childhode, then deſireth hee 
the wine of the ſecond konne. Then ans 
ſwereth p wicked man and lapth, that 
his wine is not pet cleere cnough, that 
is to ſap, he is not apt to ſerue Cod. 


And when God map not haue of the ſe⸗ 


cond tonne, then aſketh he of the third 
tonne, that is to ſap, of the third tonne 
of his pouth. Then anſwereth y wick⸗ 
ed man and ſaith, the wine 1s ſtrong 


and mightie, and therekoze his routh 


ought to bee ſpent about vertuous dads 
in this woꝛld, and not in god life, which 
ſhould make him feeble and weake. 
Then God ſeeth that he map not haue 
of this tonne, then aſked her the fourth 
tonne. « 

And then anſwered the wicked man 
and ſatth , that an aged man is feeble x 
may not faſt, ne doe noheard repẽtaunce, 
and if he died. he ſhould be cauſe of his 
owne death. and then alked our Lo2d 
ok the fift tonne, ÿ is to ſap, ok his olde 
age when hx doth ceeepe and map not 
goe without a ſtaffe. 
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The Hiſtorie of 


But the wicked man crcuſeth himſelfe 
and ſaith , that this Wyne is feble to 


giue ſuch a feble'man, fog if he ſhould. 


faſt one dap, it were time on p moꝛow 
to make his graue. 
And when our Loꝛd ſeth that h map 
not haue of the aft tonne, then alketh 
he of the ſirt tonne, that is to ſap, when 
a man is binde + may not goe to ſinne 
no moꝛe, pet deſireth her of ſuch a man 
dꝛinck, y is to lap, the help of his ſoule. 
But the wꝛetched manne lying in dil⸗ 
papꝛe laith. Alas, alas to mer, bæcauſe J 
ſerued not almightie God my maker & 
red&mer , hare in times paſt while J 
was in youth # in pꝛolperitie, but now 
there is nothing left bur onelp the lees 
and the dꝛegges of all weckchedneſle, 
ther foꝛe what ſhall it auaple ine now 
to turne toward GDD. But foꝛ ſuch 
men we ſhould lament, 
Bcuerthelefſe, Gad ts ſo mercifu!l, that 
though he might haue no ſeruice of man 
in all his tpme, pet is he contente to 
haue the I&s of his tonne, that is to 
ſape, his god well, though he may not 
ſerue 
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ferne him otherwiſe, z ſo ſhall his god 
will ſtand hun in ſterde of penitent life. 
Foz in what houre the, ſinner doth re⸗ 
pent him. hee ſhall be ſaucd, as Ezechiel 
witneſſeth. But there bee many that will 
giue no wine, ne none other thing to him 
wherefoꝛe god ſhall complaine unto the 
Uinge of Icrulalem,that is to ſay, fo 
his Godhead af the indgement dap, and 
then as her is God x man, ſhall he gine 
a ſentence defeniible againſt ſuch men, 
ſaping. Eſuriui & non dediſtis, &c. 

J haue hungred,t ve gaue me no meat, 
J haue thirſted, ⁊ ye gaue me no dꝛinck. 
Loe, thus thall he rchcarſe to the the 
fruits of faith. 

And when this is done then ſhall they 
be put to euerlaſting payne, and þ tuft 
men into euerlaſting bliſſe, where they 
Gall haue Jope withauten ende. Unto 
the which bꝛing vs our loꝛd Jclu Chzilf. 
Amen. | 


The Argument. 


D. iii. Man 


The Hiſtorie of 


«Min beeing captiued by ſathan, the 
worlde refuſeth to doe for him: till 
the godhead of the heauenly Father, 
bearing an eameſt aſfection vnto hun 
dya elpoule him and inibrace him 
within the boſome of inward and en- 
tyer loue, aduentured what he miglit 
to ſet mankinde at libertie, vet orud- 
geth the world that we thould alway 

- terue our God and forſake the world 
therfore to eſchew all the ſnares ther- 
of, wee are taught in this hiſtory, 


The 34. Hiſtory, 


F A Rome dwclt ſometime a mightie 
Emperour named Antony, bnder 
whole raigne the Rouers on the Sea 
hadde taken pꝛilſoner a mightie mans 
ſonne of an other Region, and brought 
him to the Emperours pꝛiſon, being 
bound. Then this poung man was 
thus in pꝛiſon, he inconfinent wꝛote to 
his father foz his raunſome, but his fa⸗ 


ther 
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ther would no raunſome pape, ne none 
other thing ſend to comfozt him. 

This when his ſonne heard her wept 
ſoꝛe and might not be comfoꝛted foz the 


|  vnkindneſle of his father, 


This Cmpecrour had a fapꝛe daughter 
which viſited euerp day this pꝛiſoner, F 
tomfoꝛted him as much as ſh& might, 
To whome the pꝛiſoner anſ wered and 
ſayde. Hob ſhall J bee inerry,o2 how 
may J 1oye, thus fo2 to lye faſt bounde 
in pꝛiſon from the ſight of man, and not 
withſtanding this, it greeueth me mo2e 
that my father will not pay my raun- 
ſome. 

When this mapden heard this, ſh& 
was moued with pittie, and ſaid, Deere 
friend, J am ſoꝛp fo2 the, neuertheleſſe, 
if thou wilt graunt me one thing, J 
ſhall deliuer thee from this anguiſh, and 
paine,Wihat thing is that quod her. 
That thou wilt take mee to thy wyfe. 
Then ſaide the pꝛiſoner, J pꝛomiſe per 
ſurelp to fulfill pour intent and deſtre, 
and foz the moze aſſurance J plight 
pou my troth. 

P. v. When 
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Then he had ſo done, it was not long 
after the Damoſell deliuered him out 
of pꝛiſon, t fled away with him home 
to his fafhers houſc. When the father 
ſaw his ſonne and p Mapden together 
he aſked the cauſe why hee brought the 
Mapden with him. 

Then ſapd his ſonne. Sir, this Damos 
ſell deliuered mee out of pꝛiſon, ther⸗ 
foꝛe thee ſhall bee mp wyfe. Then ſaid 
his father, J will not conſent that the 
ſhall ber thy life, fo t wo reaſonable 
tcauſes, Which J (hall fozthwith ſhew 
ther. 

The firſt is this, it is not vnhnowen 
to thee that the Emperour hir Father 
might haue hadde fo2 thy deliueraunce 
great fopſon of riches, and foꝛ as much 
as the was vntrue to hir owne Father 
and true to the, it ſcmeth well p tbou 
ſhouldſt not truſt long in hir, foꝛ who is 
falſe to hir owne Father, by reaſon 
ſhould be verye falſe and vntruc to an 
other manne. The ſecond realon is 
this. The cauſe why ſhe de liucred thee 
out of pꝛiſon, it was neithar fo? pittie 
noꝛ foz loue, but fo2 carnall luſt 2 
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cher had to the. Fo2 at thy deliueraunce 
ſhe made couenaunt with thee to be thy 
wife, and had of thee thy troth, & ther⸗ 
foze ſonne (ſaith her) it is not reaton 
p thee ſhould bee thy wife. The Maiden 
anſwered to this queſtion and ſaide. 
As foꝛ the fir ſt reaſon that thou lapeſt 
againſt me that J ſhould bee untrue to 
my father , that is falfe , foꝛ my father 
bath plentye of riches, and thy ſonne is 
but poze, and therefoze J holpe him foz 
pit tie, and fo2 none other cauſe, and ne⸗ 
ucrtheleſſe thou that art his father wold 
not pay his rauſome that he myght bee 
deliuered out of pꝛiſon. 

Loe foꝛ this cauſe J haue deliuered 
him therefoꝛe J am kinder to him then 
thou that art his owne father, and he is 
moꝛe beeholding to mee then to thee. 
Unto that other reaſon, whereas thou 
ſapeſt that J deltuered him tcecauſe of 
carnall luſt. ant were and ſap playne- 
ly that it is no froth. 

Fo2 all mancr of carnall lone is cauſe 
of ſtrength o2 elſe of fairneſſe, but thy 
ſon is not ſfrona,fo2 his imp2tfomment 
baue done away his ſtrength. 

Her 


The Hiſtory of 

Her is nat fapꝛe, foꝛ by the payne that, 
hx hath had in pꝛiſon he ts bꝛought low 
and vnluſty to the ſight, and therefoze 
pittie onely moued me to deliuer him 
and not car nali luſt. | 
Then ſad the ſonne vnto his father, F 
Dere Father foꝛ as much as J was tn 
perill of death, and w2ot vnto the that 
thou woldeſt pay my raunſome that J 
might ve deliuered, and thou wouldeſt 
not help me, but this Damoſell of hir 
gent i' noſſe and foꝛ pittie hath ſaued me 
from death, and deliuered mie out of 
pꝛiſon, and therefoze bthly Gee (hall 
ba my UWlpfe, therfoze Fozthwith her 
marrpedhir with great honour,q with 
bir ended his lpfe. 


The Morall. 


Deere friendes this Emperour ber⸗ 
tokoneth the Father of Heauen. The 
poung man which was taken with the 
Ppꝛates of the leg betokeneth all mans 
kinde, which was taken with the diucll 
by the ſiane of our fozcfather Adam, 

and 
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and was caſt into p pꝛiſon ok hell with 
great ſozrow and paine. 

His father wold not raunſome htm, that 
is to ſape, the wozld woulo doc nothing 
fo; him, 

This faire daughter betokencth the 
godhead, which came dow from heauen 
and twke manhde of the virgin Ma- 
y, and ſo madc a ghoſtly mar t vage bee- 


twerne him and man. and bpon thrs 


tondition he l t mantzide cut of 


-this pꝛiſon of hell, when he came from 


heaucn and foꝛtwke the fclowſhipo? an- 
gells fo? td well with vs inthig Wet? 
ched valley of tears _ Butk-tbe Father 
that betokenkth the wozld, grudged es 
uer againſt him, and would not ſuffer 


that the ſoule ot mani chou d become the 
tpouſe of Jeſli Chuſt;but than che ſold 


alway ſerue him and chould fozſake.our 
Los d. 
Therefo2e if we follow the woꝛld and 
his vanities, certamelp we ſhall fall in 
to the ſnare of the diuell. From the 
which defende vs our blcited Sauiour 
Jelu Chzilt. Amen. | 
The 
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5 — 
149 


Tbe Argument. ; 


Alt is the ordinance of God that no 
man ſhall labour for worldly pramo- 
tion hy couetouſneſſc and fa! (chood, 
Man for his firſt tranſgreſsion thould 
haue bene adiudged to perpetual tor 
mentin hell, had not theſfonne of go 
voluntarily offered lin elfe to the 
death, ne mankinde and deſtroy 
ſathan His enimie, fo chat thereby he 
u. ght. place him in che habitacle of 
heauenly ioyes euerlaſting. 3 


The 35. Hiſtorie. 
| 1534) 


© ravie En in Rome there dwett a 


noble Emperour of great livelod 
named Alexander, the which q- 
bone all vertues loued the vertue 
of bountte, wherefoze her o2dained a 
law foꝛ great curfolitie , that no name 
vnder p :yne of Death ſhould turne a 
Plapte in his diſhe, at his meate , but 
onely eate the whyte ſapde —_ — 
blac 
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black, and it any man would attempt 
to doe the confrary,he ſhould dye with- 
out reme die, but oꝛ he died he ſhold aſke 


thꝛee requeſts of the Emper eur what 


him lyſt, (except his lpfs) which ould 


. begraunted him, | 


It befell after on a day, that ther came 
an Carle & his ſonne ot᷑ a ſtrange cou- 
trie fo ſpeake with the Emperour. 


And when this Carle was ſet to meat, 


hee was ſerued with a Playce, and her 


which was hungry and had ay appetite 


* 


to his meate, after he had caten p White 
ſyde, hee turned the black ide. and bees 


gan to cate thereof, wher{oze, fraught 


cway her was accuſed to the:Cmpexonr , 
-beecauſe her hadde offend:d againft-che 
law. K 


Than fyd the Emperdur Let him 
dye accoꝛding to the law, without any 


delap. When the Carles ſonne heard 


that his father ſhould dye, immediatcip 
he ſate hun down on both his knees ber⸗ 
foze the Cmperoir and ſayd.@ my re⸗ 
uerend Lo2d, fo; his loue that dyed vp- 
pon the croſte, let me dye ſoꝛ my father, 
Than lapd the Cmpercur, 5 
' 
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It pleaſeth me well that one dye foz 
the offence of the law. 

Then ſapd this Carlos ſonne, ſith it is 
lo that I thall dye, J aſke the benefits 
ok the law, that is to (aye, that J may 
haue thꝛee petitions graunted, oꝛ J dye, 


The Emperour anſwered and ſapde, 


al ke what thou wilt, there (hal no man 
ſap thee nay. | 

Than ſapd this young Unight. Py 
Loꝛd, ve haue but one daughter p which 
J deſire of pour htghneffe that the may 
Ive with mee a night oꝛ J dpe. The Em⸗ 
perour granted, though it were againſt 
his will in fulfilling of his law. | 

Heuertheleſle this knight deflow2ed 
hir not as that night. Ther foꝛe pleaſed 
he greatly the Cmycrour . The ſecond 
peticion is this, J aſke all thy freaſurc. 
And immediately the Empercur graũ⸗ 
ted bicaule he thold not be called a bzea⸗ 
ker of his owne la. | 
And when this Car les ſonne had recei⸗ 
ued the Einperours treaſure, he umpar⸗ 
ted it both to poꝛe and rich, by mcanes 
whercof he obtained their god wills. 
Py third — is this, J aſke my 

Lord 
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Lo2d that all the eyes may be put out 
incontinent which ſawe my father ca- 
ting of the blacke plaice. WNiherekoꝛe the 
Empcrour let make ingquiſition imme⸗ 
diatelp who it was that.ſaw the Carle 
turne the black Plaice. And they that 


ſaw him turne thr plavce bethought the. 


t ſaid within themſclues. If we know- 
ledge that we ſaw him do this treſpalle 
than ſhall our eics be put cut, and ther⸗ 
foꝛe it is better that wir hold vs M11. 


And ſo ther was none found that would | 


accuſe him. UWthan the Carles ſonne ſaw 
this he ſatd fo the CEmperour. Hy Lo25 
quod he, p ſee that there is no man ac⸗ 
tuſeth my father, therfoꝛe giue pe right 
full iudgement. Than ſaide the Empe⸗ 
rour . Foz as much that no man will 


knowledge that they ſaw him turne the 


place, ther efoꝛe J will not that thp ka⸗ 
ther hall dyc. 

Loe thus the ſonne ſaucd his fathers 
lpfe, and after the deccaſe of the Cnives 
rour married his daughter. 


The Morall 
Q.1, Ore 
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Dere friends, this Cmpcrour beto⸗ 
kneth the kather of heauen, which oꝛdai⸗ 
ned a law, that no man ſhould turne the 
black ſide ofthe Plaice, that is to ſape, 
there ſhould no man labour foz riches 
02 pꝛomot ion by conetouſneflc and ſalſe⸗ 
hod. 


The Carle that came to the Emperour 


betokeneth Adam our foꝛe father, which 


came ont of the lande of Eden, to the 


Court of Paradiſe, tutned vp the black 
ſide of the Plaite when he eate of the 
Apple, wherefozc he ſhould haue bene 
condempned fo euerlaſting death. 

But his ſonne, that betokeneth our 102d 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt: Fo2 he fwoke fleſh of A- 


—— — — —— —œ 


dam, and p2ofercd himſelfe voluntarily 


ts dpe foz him. The Father of Heauen 
graunted that her ſhould goe dwone to 
dye fo2 mankinde. 

Neuertheleſſc 02 he dyed he aſked ther 
petitious of his father of heauen. The 


firſt was this, that her might haue bsß 
him his daughter which betokeneth the 
Soule of man, and bꝛing hir with him 


into the boſome of heauen, accoꝛding to 
the 
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the woꝛdes of Olce ſaping. 
De ſponſabo eam mihi. That is to ſape, 
I ſhall wed hir to my wife. 

The ſecond pet ition was this, all the 
Cmpcrours treaſure, which betokeneth 
the treaſure okheauen, accoꝛding tothis 
ſcripture. Sicut diſpoſuit mihi pater. 

That is to lap, like as my father hath 
diſpoled fo2 mee, ſo J diſpolc foꝛ you, 

The third petition was this, that all 
their eyes ſhould be put out, that is to 
ſap, that the diuell which daplp accuſeth 
man might be put krom the light of hea⸗ 
uenlp grace. 

And thus ſaned he mankinde and led 
him vp with him onto the Pallapes of 
heauen. Unto the which pallayes bꝛing 
vs our Lozd Jeſus. Amen. 


*. * 


The Argument. 


The Father of Heauen of his meere 
grace promotith ſome poore men rai- 
ſing them from the duſt to ſit amongſt 


Princes, 
Qui. But 
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Zue extolling themſelues witliour re- 
gard of gods goodneſle, they are made 
abiects vnto him, the dell worketh 
deceipt in his members. againſt the 

Zodly. Cu iſt came downe from hea- 
aen tominiſter the water of eternall 
life vato man, and by his death and 

aſsion to reuiue our ſoules, (which 
— were dead) vntotke firme ſtate 
ol eternall felicitie. 


The 36. Hiſtory. 


N Rome there dwelt ſometime 
a mightie Emperour named Le 
micus, which on a dap rode to 
a foꝛreſt to diſpoꝛt him, where 
as he mette ſodqinly with a poꝛe man 
to wyome he 5 | hoy Feiend whence 
tommeſt thou, and who art thou, | 
My Loꝛd quod he, J come from the next 
Cittie, and pour manne Jam. Than 
ſapde the Emperour thou ſeemeſt pw2e, 
therefoꝛe if thou wilt be god and true 
J Mall pzomotc the to great riches and 


honour. 
Than 
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Then anſwercd the poꝛe man 7 ſapd. 
Mp Loꝛd J pꝛomiſe you faithfulip to 
bee true to you as long as J liue, | 
The Emperour anon made him knight 
and gaue hun great riches. TAhen her 
was thus pꝛomoted, he warcd fo pꝛoud 
that hee thought himicife moꝛe able to 
be an Cmycrour then his Lo2d, wher⸗ 
foꝛe he made ſuggeſtion to diuerſe loꝛds 
of that Empyꝛe that hee might viurpe 
and take vpon him though ſtrength of 
them to be Crnpcrour.Uhei the Em⸗ 
perour heard this, anone he criled hun 
and all thoſe that were conſenting to 
him, ſo that they liued abicas in great 
wꝛetchedneſſe and ſoꝛrow, and then the 
Emperour oꝛdained other men in their 
ſtœedes, and gaue them all p poſicions 
of the frapto2s. 
And when the baniſged men heard that 
ſtraungers had taken poſlellion of their 
lands and gods, anone they cenſppꝛed 
againſt them, and through treaſon res 
queſted them to a banquet. 
And they as innotents thinging vypon 
no Gr reaſon, came at the day ailig⸗ 
ned and were ſerued with fur mellcæ, 
Q. iti. Which 
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which were poyſoned, wherfoꝛe as mas 
ny as falted of that vice dycd inconti⸗ 
nent. 

When the Emperour heard this, he 
was arcatly moued, and aſſembled his 
counſell, to wit what was beſt to be don 
of this treaſon & of their death. Then 
ſaid the Cimperonrs ſonne . Þy Loꝛd J 
am your ſonne, # pe bee mp Father,x 
therfo2e J ſhall giue you god counſell 
and pꝛofitable to all men. | 
Not far hence is a little nation wherin 
dwellcth a fapꝛe Bayden and a graci⸗ 
ous in the ſight of cuery man , Which | 
hath an oꝛchard wherein is a well, the 
water therof hath ſuch vertue, that if | 
it be caſt vpen a dead man, ſtraight way | 
he ſhall live againe and recouer his life. 
Therefo2e mp gd J ſhall deſtende 
vnto that nation and ſ@ke that water 
Wherebp thep that were flayne at the 
Banquet might be reffozcd againe to 
lpfe. And when the Emperour heard 
this, he was greatly reiopced and ſayde, | 
Sonne,thy counſell is god. And ſtraight 
way the Cmperours ſonne went into 
the ſaide nation, and feil inconceit _ 

the 
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the Mayden, in ſo much that her entred 
in the garden and allapled to talk the 
water of the well. And when her had ſo 
done, he made fie derpe trenches in the 
ground, in the which the water ranne 
till it came where the dead men lap bu⸗ 
ried, ther vpon when the water touched 
them, thep aroſe from death to lie. 

Then the Emperours ſonne led them 
vnto his Father. And when the Empe⸗ 
rour ſaw this, her was right toyefull, 
wherfoze hee crowned his ſonne with a 
Laurate crobone, in taken of vickoꝛie, E 
ſo ended his life in reſt and peace. 


The Morall. 


This Emperour Kokeneth the Fas 
ther of Yeauen . The poꝛe man that 
was promoted, bectokeneth Lucifer, the 
which was exalted of nought, and en⸗ 
thꝛoned in the Emppꝛe of heauen with 
fo great Joye and clearneſſe, that him 
ſeemed thꝛough his pꝛide, her would bee 
like vnto almightie God. 

Q. iii. and 
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ꝛd nat enely lyke him, but moze than 
almightie God wherioze the Father of 
heauen exiled him & all them that cons 
ſented uvnto him to hell: and in their 
piace man was exaltcd to great top x 
bongur. 

The diuell ſœing this, enuied him that 

man ſhould tome to ſuch alo2p and hos 
ndur, and bad Adam and Eue, to a bans 
ket, when thep eate of p Apple againſt 
Gods commaundement, and counſcllcy 
them thus, ſaping. In what houre pe 
catc of p Apple yi ſhall be like gods. 
And at this courſed banquet thep were 
ſerued with v. melles that were popſo⸗ 
ned, that is to favs, their v. wifs were 
accoꝛded in cating of the Apple, wher⸗ 
of man was inte and dyed. 

This hearmg the Cmperonurs lonne 
moued with mere came dobone from 
heauen into this world and acquainted 
hun ſo wel with 5 bickicd Tirgin Ma⸗ 
xp. that ho found in hir the well of man⸗ 
bode, and 2 it to his Godhead, 
actoꝛding to the acripture . am the 
well of lyte, who deimketh of it ſhall not 
thirſt. Akter that ba lette malic ſiue 

trenches 
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trenches in the ground, that is fo ſape, 
fiue woundes in his bodie, of the which 
ran both bloud and water, whercby all 
mankinde was raiſcd fro death to lyfe, 
and led them vp into the pallace of hea⸗ 
uen, Unto the which bꝛing vs our bleficd 
Sauiour Jelu Chzilt, Amen. 


The Argument, 


© The Father of heauen extendeth his 
goodneſſe diuers waies towards frail 
man, yet hee taking contrarie waies, 
liueth in ſpirituall fornieation, for the 
which being exiled from the ſtate of 
felicitie, he is cõpelled to leade a mi- 
ſerable and painefuil life. But beeing 
reconciled by the deathof lis ſauiour, 
he poſſeſſeth the heritage of heauen- 
ly felicitie. 


The 37. Hiſtory. 


Ometune in Rome there raigned a 

? mighty cinpero2 named Dunſtain 

in whale Cenpyꝛe there dwelt a gentill 
night, that hay two ſonnes. One or 
Q. v. his 
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his ſonne matched himſelfe againſt his 
fathers will with a common harlotte. 
The knight hear ing this, expled his ſon 
from him. And when he was thus exi⸗ 
led, he begot on this woman a ſonne. 
And (one after that he wared ſicke and 
in penurp, wherfo2e he lent meſſengers 
to his father, beſeching him of his mer⸗ 
cic. This hearing his father, had compaſ- 
fion and ruth on hun wher foꝛc he was 
reconciled. 

And when he was thus bꝛought a⸗ 
gaine to his fathcrs grate, hœ gaue his 
chude which he hadde gotten tofoze on 
this common woman fo his kather. and 
he full kindelp receiued it as his ſonne, 
and nouriſhed it. 

When his other ſonne heard this, he 
ſaid to hie father, father quod he, it ſcœ⸗ 
meth to mer that thou arte out of thy 
right minde, which J will pꝛoue by this 
rcaſon. Foꝛ he is out of his righre 
mide, that recciucth a falſe heire and 
nouriſheth him, whoſe Father hath en⸗ 
domage and diſraſe toſoꝛe. | 
F02 mp bꝛother which begat this childe 

hat! 
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haue done ther great iniury when hee 
marryed the common woman againſt 
thy will and commaundement;, theres 
foꝛe me ſeemeth that thou art out of thy 
right minde. 

Then an\ wered the father and ſapde. 
Bicauſe thy bꝛother is reconciled thou 
art enuiaus to mæ, and alſo vnkinde to 
thy nowne bꝛother, willing to put him 
from my felowſhippe foꝛ euermoꝛe, and 
ſothly no vnkinde man ſhai. haue mine 
heritage except he be reconciled. 

But pet thou neuer reconciledſt to 
him of his vnkindenelle, foꝛ thou migh⸗ 
teſt haue retonciled him, but thou wold⸗ 
eſt not, therefoꝛe of mine heritage act- 
teſt thou no part. 


The Morall, 


The Father of fhe two bꝛetheren 


betokeneth the Fether of Heauen. 
And 
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And his two ſonnes betokeneth the na» 
ture of Angels and the nature of man, 
FJoꝛ man was marrped to a common 
woman 02 harlot when her cate of the 
Apple againſt the ctommaundement of 
God, wherfoꝛze he was exilled by the fa⸗ 
ther of heauen and put rom the Joyrs 
of Paradiſe. 
The ſonne of p cormon woman beefos 
keneth mankinde. This knights ſonne 
that is fo ſay Alam utued in great mi⸗ 
ſerp, fo2 attcr his fin hee was put from 
top into this wꝛetc ged vallp of fearcs 
and weeping, accc2ding to this Scrip⸗ 
ture, In ſuodore vultus, &c. In p ſweat 
o thy b2ow thou {halt cafe thy b:cad. 
Vut after by the paſſion of Chꝛiſt her 
was reconaled . Vut the other Sonne 
that betokeneth p diuell was euer vn⸗ 
kinde, and grudged dapelp againſt our 
reconciling, ſaping by ſinne wee ought 
not fo ceme vnto the heritage of Hea⸗ 
uen. Anto the which being vs our Lo2d 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt. men. 


Tlic Argument. 


Wee 
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we ought in euery vocation and cal- 
ling to > bechaue our ſelues juſtly and 
to vſe tlie Poore man with equitegwe 
muſt not iniury the rich man, 

The mightie men are to be honoured 
and not defrauded of their dignitie & 
eſtate being men of cinceare life: they 
that did contrary to the meaning of 
dutifull behofe heerin are worthie of 


euerlaſting death. 


The 38. Hiſtorie. 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome a 
mighty Emperour named Donate, 
which dyd let make thꝛee Images 
of the which one held out his hand 
ſtraight vnto the people and had on his 
finger a ring of Gold. 

The ſecond Jinage had a beard of gold. 
And the thirdhad a mantel! of Purple, 
commaunding vpon paine of death that 
no man ſhould beare theſe Images of 
the ring, the beard, noꝛ the mantell. 
It befell after ward vppon a time that 
one Dyoniſe tpꝛant, came into the tem⸗ 
ple and toke awap p ring from the firſt 
Image 
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Image, the beard from the ſecond, and 
the mantell from the third. And when 
he had thus done, he was foꝛthwith ac⸗ 
tuſed vnto the Emperour and bꝛought 
befo2c him, and ſtraightlp examined of 
that treſpaſſe, why her diſpopied the 
Images againſt the Emperours com⸗ 
maundement . Than aunſwered Dio- 
niſe and ſaid as followeth. 

My Lo2d it is lawfail to anſwere 
foꝛ me, when Jentred into the Tem- 
ple, the firit Image held fw2th his hand 
ſtraight to mee, as who would ſape, J 
nine thee this ring and therefoꝛe J toke 
the ring at the guift of the Image, bee⸗ 
ing loth to refuſe his gentle offer. 

And when J law the ſecond Image 
hauing a beard, J thought thus with 
in my ſelte. 

J knew ſometyme the father of this 
Image which had no bearde, and now 
his ſonne hath a beard which is againſt 
reaſon, the ſonne to haue a bearde and 
the father none, and therefoze J toke 
from him his bearde, that he ſhould be 
luke his father. 

After that whan J ſaw the third J⸗ 
mage 
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mage clothed in a mantell of Golde, J 
thought that a mantell of gold was not 
*bchoueable to him in winter, foꝛ gold is 
naturally colde, which might be cauſe of 
his dcath, and therefoze J toke it from 
him bicauſe it was to colde in winter, x 
to hotte in ſommer. UUhen Dioniſe had 
excuſed him by thele reaſons, the Empe⸗ 
rour anſwered and ſaid. Thou haſt anſ⸗ 
wered wickedly foz thy ſelfe, what ſhold 
cauſe thee rather than any other man 
fo diſpople theſe Jmages 3 fo2 as much 
as J commaunded that no man ſhould 
take any thing away from them, x thine 
owne mouth hath condempned ther. A- 
| none the Emperour kalled to him one of 
| his Squires, and charged him to ſmyte 
| of his head, and ſo if was done. 


| The Morall. 


This Cmperour betokeneth Aimightie 
God the Father of Peauen . The thꝛee 
Images betokeneth the poꝛe men, the 
rich men, and the mightie men of this 
wozloe. The tpꝛant Diomſe, bertoke⸗ 

ncth 
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neth all officers in euery eſtate lewdelp 
behauing them ſelues, which take awap 
from poꝛe menne the ringe of thep2 fins * 
gers, and faye thus. I map take that is 
atuon me. But when the poze man hath 
ought to doe, he muſt nedes put fo2th 
his hand to gie whether he will 02 no, 
if hee ſhall lperde. They take alſo the 
beard from the rich man an ſap thus. 
This man is richer tha his father was, 
therefoꝛe take we his liuelode from him 
and make him like his foꝛcfather. They 
take alſo the mantell of golde from the 
mightie men. when they ſee any man of 
honour 4 of god lung, wlling to c02- | 
rect ſuch miſdoers, then fave they, this 
man is to colde foꝛ he enclyneth nothing 
to our opinions, and alſo he is to hot of 
power in working againſt vs, therfoꝛe | 
goe we and take from him the mantill 
of might, and ſo they accuſe him and put 

him out ok office. 

But certainelp all ſuch men ſtand in 
perill of cucrlaſfing death. From the 
which ſaue vs he that ſhed his pꝛecious 
bloud fo2 vs. 

The 


VT  -- a  y ww 5 SW T2 


* 


Geſta Romanorum. 121 
The Argument. 


Min ought to nouriſh Chriſt in his 
hart by faith and fruits of good Iyte 
The reward of ſuch as haue care vp- 
pon the conſeruat ion of Chriſt & his 
inltitutions, we mult watch leaſt wee 
enter into temptation , theſe thinges 

concidered;we ſhall then by gods gra- 

cious good prouidence, atrayne vnto 
the reward of his heaueuly and cuer- 


Liſting bliſſe. 
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a mightie Cmperour named E- 
uas, which had a fay2e pong Lady 
to his wife;vpon whoine he had begot⸗ 
ten a fapꝛe ſonne. Whan the ſtates of 
the empy2e heard this, they came vnto 
the Emperour £4 beſought him to haue 
the kepeing of his ſonne. : 

Immediatelpthe Cmperour ſent a Yes 
rould thzoughout the citie, pꝛoclaiming 
that in whoſe houſe were firſte founde 

. 


Tm dwelt ſomctime in Rome 


lire. 
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| 
fy2e and water, the god manne of that | 
houſe ſhould haus his ſonne in keping, | 


and to nouriſh. And than the cmperour 
made a pꝛoclamacion, that who fo euer 
had his ſonne to kœpe, ſhonid nouriſh 
him cleanlp, c feede him with wholeſom 
meats and dzinckes. And when the 
childe came to age, than ſhould the kes 
per be pꝛomoted to great honoꝛ, wherc⸗ 
foꝛe many men let make redy fire and 
water, in hope to haue the childe. But 
on the night when cuery manne was a 
ſleepe, there came a tpꝛant named Sula- 
pius, that quenched the fire and thꝛew 
out the water. 

Acuertheleſſe among all other there 
was a man named lonathas, that labou⸗ 
red ſo diligently that he kept both dap 
and night fire and water. In a moꝛning 
earcip the Herauld at the Emperours 
commaundement went thꝛough the Ci⸗ 
tie and ſought in euerp houſe fo2 Fy2e 
and later, but hee could finde none 
tyll hee came to Ionathas houſe, where 
as he founde both Fyze and Mater 
readie, wherefoze hee was bzought = 
020 


* 
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| foe the Emperour, and deliuered him 
his ſonne accoꝛding to his pꝛoclamaci⸗ 


on. Wlhen Ionathas had the Emperours 
ſonne,he led him home vnto his houſe. 

And ſone after he ſent foꝛ maſons and 
carpeters, t let make a ſtrong chamber 


ok lpme and fone. and when the cham⸗ 


ber was made, he ſent foꝛ painters and 
let paint on the wall within the chamber 
x. Images, with this poſey payntcd a⸗ 
boue their heads. 

Who ſo defileth theſe Images, ſhall dye 
a cruell death, 

And than he lette dꝛaw onthe doꝛe a- 
gallous i figure of a man hanging thers 
bpon, with this poley paynted aboue his 
head. So ſhal he be ſerued that nourſheth 
the Emperours ſonne amiſſe. 

Alſo he lette make a chaire of golde, 
hiniſelfe ſitting therein, crowned with 
a crowne of golde, with this ſuperſcrip⸗ 
tion aboue his head. 
Who ſo nouriſheth the Emperours ſonne 
cleanly, thus ſhal he be honoured, 
Whan this was done, often tymes as 
her was a ſlæpe hee was greatlp temps 
ted to dekple theſe tenexcelent Images, 
R.1t. but 
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but anone her reade the ſuperſcripfion 
abaue their heads, i than all the temps 
fations ceaſed , And when the Cinpes 
rours ſonne was euill kept, than went 
he to the gailows and read that poſey 


wich was wilt tt aboue his own head, 


and fo2 dꝛead ther cof kept the child bet⸗ 
ter, and was diligent to giue attendace 
on him. 

And when he beheld the chapꝛe and 
himſelſe ſitting therein crowned with a 
crowne of golde, hee was right iopfull, 
thinking to haue a god reward fo2 ke⸗ 
king of the Cmperours ſenne. Whan 
the Emperour heard of his diligent de⸗ 
meandur aboute his ſonne, he ſent foz 
him and koꝛ his ſonne, thanking him foz 
his well keeping and nouriſhing of him, 


and aſter pꝛomoted him to great honoz 


and woz2ihip. 
The Morall. 


This Emperour betokeneth the fas | 


ther of heauen. The Empeeſle bexto- 

kencth the bleſſed virgin Þaryp. 

The Emperours ſonne betokeneth our 
Lozd 


. 
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Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt. The Herauld that 
was ſent th:oughoutthe Citie betoke⸗ 
neth ſaint lohn Baptiſt, which was ſent 
befoꝛe our Koꝛd, to pꝛepare the wap ko: 
him, accoꝛding to ho'y ſcripture. Ecce 
mitto Angelum, &c. Loe J ſende myne 
aungell befoze mer qc. The ſkates that 
deſired the Emperours ſonne to nouriſh 
batoken p Patriarkes and P2ophcts, 
which deſired greatlp fo nouriſh our 
L02d Jeſu Ch2ilt, and allo to fee him, 
but they might not ſ& him ne nouriſh 
hun, fo2 fy2e and water which ſhould 
haue beene canlec of their light, was not 
with them perfecklp. 

The ky2e betokencth the holy Gholt, 
which had not pet appered in them, fo2 
thep were not waſhed with the water 
of 1Baptiſme . Alſo ye may vnderitand 
by the fy2e perfect charitie „and by the 
water frac contricton „Which two now 
a dates faileth in manp men, and ther⸗ 
foꝛe they may not haue the little childe 
Jeſus in their hearts. 

lonathas that watched ſo diligently 
betokeneth euerp god Chziſtian man. 
which ſtudieth cucr to watch in well 
M. iii. deing 
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doeing, pelding to GOD fo? finnes 
the fy2e of charitable repentaunce, ⁊ the 
watter of contrition. 

But oftentimes the tyꝛant which ber⸗ 
tokeneth the diuell, putteth out the fire 
of charitie from out of mens harts and 
caſteth out the water of contrition, ſo 
that they may not nouriſhe the little 
childe Jeſus. Therefo2e lette vs watch 
as lonathas dpd,that wee enter not in⸗ 
fo temptation. And call we vnfo vs 
Maſons, that is to ſape, deſcrete P2ea- 
chers, which can make in dur hartes a 
chamber of ſfone, that is to ſay, a ſure 
Faith and hope. Than call wee fo vs 
Painters, that is to ſape, miniſters of 
Gods wo2d, which canne painte in our 


harts ten Images, that is to ſay,the x. | 


commaundements, which if thou kerpe 
and obſerue daplp, without doubt chou 
{halt be honoured in heauen. 
And if thon keepe well the Cmperours 
ſonne,thou ſhalt ſit in a chapꝛe of Gold, 
crowned with a crowne of Gold. And if 
that thou nouriſh him not well, with⸗ 
out doubt thou ſhalt be in daunger of 
tozment in hell. 

From 
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From the which pꝛeſerue vs our bleſſed 
Sauiour Jelus.amen. | 


The Argument, 


¶ The ſoule of maneſpouſed vnto Chriſt 
thefleſh procureth the ſame to ſinne. 
The Chriſtian ſoule by faith withſtan 
death temptation , The redemption 
of mankinde from ſinne & death. 
The deceits of vnthankfull heartes. 
The ſpirit healeth the defectes of the 
Heſh,aftera pure repentaunce follow- 
eth perpetuall ioye and felicitie, both 
of ſoule and body, 


The 40. Hiſtory. 


FN Rome dwelt ſometime a mightie 
Emperour named Menaly, which had 
wedded the Ringes daughter of Hun- 
gary, a fapꝛe Lady and a gracious in 
all hir woꝛkes, and ſpet ially ſhe was 
mercifull. On a tyme as the Empe⸗ 
rour lay in his bed, hee beethought him 
that her would goe viſitie yp holy lande. 
And on y mozrow he called to him the 

| N. iiit. En 
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Emp2itle his. wife and his owne onely 
bꝛother, and thus he ſapde. Deere Ladp 
J map not ne J will not hide from per 
the pꝛiuities of mp heart, J purpoſe to 
viſit the holp land, wherekoꝛe J oꝛdaine 
the pꝛincipallp to be Lady 4 goucrnour 
oucr all mine Einppꝛe and all my peo⸗ 
ple. And vnder the J o2datne heere mp 
bꝛother to be thy ſteward fo2 to pꝛouide 
all things that map ber profitable to 
mine Emppꝛe and to mp people. 

Then laid the Empeiſſe. Sith it will 
none other wile bee but p nœds pe will 
goe to viſit the Citie Ieruſalem, J ſha!l 
bes in pour abſence as true as any tur⸗ 
tle that hath loſt hir mate, foꝛ as I bees 
lceue, per ſhall not eſcape thence wich 
pour life. 

The CEmporour anone comkoꝛted hir 
with faire wo2ds and kiſſed hir, and 
after that tone his leaue of hir and of 
all other, and ſo went foꝛth vuto the ci⸗ 
tie of Icruſalem. 

And anone after 5; the Emperour was 
gone, his bꝛother became ſo p2oude,y he 
oppꝛeſſed po2e men & robbed rich men, 

and 
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and vet did he woꝛſe the this, foꝛ dayly 
he ſtirred the Empꝛiſle to commit ſinne 
with him. But euer ſhe an wered again 
as an ho:y and deuout woman, ⁊ ſaide. 
J will quod ſhe, ncuer conſent to pou 
ne to ncne other,as lona as my Lo2d 
liueth. Qeuertheleſſe this knight would 
not leaue with this anſ were, but euer 
when be founde hir alone hee made his 
complaint to hir, and ſtirred hir by all 
the wapes that her could to ſinne with 
him . When this Ladie ſawe that he 
would not ceaſe fozno anſ wer ne wold 
not amend himſcife, when (ſhe ſawe hir 
tyme ſhe called to hir the oꝛ foure cf 
the woꝛthieſt men of the Emppꝛe and 
ſayd to them thus. It is not vnhnowen 
to vou that my Loꝛd the Emperour oꝛ⸗ 
daincd mee pꝛincipal gouernour of this 
Cmpp2e, æ alſo he oꝛdained his bother 
to be ſteward vnder mee, and that her 
ſhould doe nothing without wy countel, 
bat he doth all the contrary, foꝛ he op- 
pꝛelleth greatly phꝛe men, and likewiſe 
robbeth the rich men, and pet he would 
doe wozſe then this, if he might haue 
his entent, whereozc Jcommaund pou 
K. v. in 
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in my Lo2ds name that pou binde hum 
faſt and caſt him in pꝛilon. ä 
Than laid they, ſothly he hath done mas 
ny cuill vedes ſith our Lo2d theinperoꝛ 
went, ther foꝛe we be redp to obap pour 
commaundement, but in this matter pe 
muſt aun\ were foz vs to our Loꝛd the 
Emperour. Than ſaid ſhe,d2ead pe not, 
if my Loꝛd knew what he hath done as 
well as J, he would put him to the fou- 
leſt death that could be thought. Jinme⸗ 
diately theſe men ſette hand on him and 
bound him faſt with pꝛon chaines, and 
put him faſt in pꝛiſon, where as he lap 
long tyme after, tili at the laſt if foztus 
ned there tame tydings that the Empe 
rour was comming home, and had obt ai 
ned great woꝛſhip and victozy. When 
his bꝛother heard of his comming ; hee 
ſaid : Would to God my bꝛother might 
find mee in pꝛiſon, foꝛ than would he ens 
quire the cauſe of myne enpꝛiſonment 
of p Empꝛiſſe, ⁊ ſhe will tell him all the 
trouth, and how J pꝛocured hir to com⸗ 
mit ſinne, x ſo foꝛ hir I ſhall haue no fa⸗ 
uour of my Bꝛother, but loſe mp lpfe, 
this 
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this know J well, therefoze it ſhall 
not be ſo. Then ſent hee a mclenger 
vnto the Empꝛiſſe, pꝛaping hir fo2 chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes paſlion that ſhe would vonehſafe 
to come vnto the p2ylon do2e, that he 
might ſpeake a woꝛd o2 two with hir. 
The Empꝛiſſe came to him, and enqui⸗ 
red of him what hee would haue. Yes 
anſwered and ſapde. 
O lady haue mercy vpon mer, foꝛ if the 
Emperour mp bꝛother finde mee in this 
pꝛiſon, then (hall J die without any re⸗ 
med. Then ſaid y Empꝛille, if F might 
konw that thou wouldeſt be a god man 
and leaue thy follp, thou ſhouldeſt haue 
grace. Then dpd he pꝛomiſe hir aſus 
redlie to bee true and to amend all his 
treſpaſſe . When he& had thus pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed, the Cmp:iſſe deliuered him anon, 
and made him to be bathed and ſhauen, 
and apparclled him wo2lhipfully acco2s 
ding fo his eſtate, and then ſhee laid vn⸗ 
to hun thus. Now god brother take 
thy ſteede and come with mer, that wee 
may metc my Loꝛd. Hee ank wered 
and ſapd, Lady J am redp to full your 
will x commaundement in all things. 
And 
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And than the Empꝛeſſe toke him with 
hir and manp other knights, and ſo rod 
ſo:th to mat with the Emperour, and 
as thep rode together by the wap, they 
ſawe where a great hart ranne afo2e 
them, wherefo2c cuerp man with ſuch 
hounds as thep had chaſed him on hoꝛſe 
backe, ſo that with the Empꝛeſſe was 
left no creature, ſaue onelp the Cmpe- 
rours bꝛother, which ſ&tna that no man 
was there but they two, thus he ſaide 
vaito the Empꝛellc. 

Loe Ladp, hœre beſide is a pꝛiuie foꝛ⸗ 
reſt, and long it ts qgone that J ſpake 
to thee of Louc, come now and conſent 
vato me that I may lype with thee. 
Then ſapde the Cmpecliice a fole what 
mapthis beer, peſter dap J deligered thee 
out of pꝛiſon vpon thy pꝛomiſc, in hope 
of amendement, and now thou art re⸗ 
toucned to thy folly againe, wherfo2e 
7 (ape now to the as J haue ſayde be⸗ 
ſoꝛe, there ſhall no man doe ſuch thing 
with me ſaue onelp my Loꝛde the Em⸗ 
perour , which ought of verp dutp fo 
fo2 to doe. Then ſapde ge, if thou wilt 

not 
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not conſent to me, J ſhall hang thee 
hare vpon a free in this Foꝛreſt, where 
no man ſhall finde tizee # ſo ſhalt thou 
dye an euill death. The Empꝛeſſe aun⸗ 
ſwered meekely and ſapde. Though 
thou ſmite of my head and put mee to 
death with all maner of toꝛment, thou 
ſhalt neuer haue me to conſent to ſuch 
finne. When hee heard this, her vnclo⸗ 
thed hir all laue hir ſmock, and hang⸗ 
ed hir vp by the haire vpon a tre, tp⸗ 
ed hir ſterde beſide hir, and ſo rode foꝛth 
to his fellowes, and folde them that a 
great hoaſt of men met him, and toke 
the Empꝛelle away from him. And whe 
he hadde tolde them this they made all 
great ſoꝛrow. 

It betell on the third dap after there 
tame an Carle to hunt in that Fozreſt, 
and as he rode beating the barks, there 
ſtarted a Foxe, whome his hounds fol- 
lowed faſt till they came neecc the treꝛ 
where the Empzcſle hanged. 

And when the dogges felt the ſauour 
of hir, they left the Fore and rannc tos 
warde the Tre as faſt as thep could. 
The Carle ſ&ing this wondꝛed greatly 

and 
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and ſpurred his hoꝛſe and folotved them 
till he came wher as py Empꝛelle hang- 
ed. Whan the Carle aw hir thus hang⸗ 
ing, he maruailed greatly, foz as much 
as the Was right fay:e and gracious to 
behold, wherefo2c he ſapde vnto hir in 
this manner wile , O woman who art 
thou, and of what countrie, and wheres 
foze hangeſt thou here in this manner 
wile, 
The Empaille that was not pet fully 
dead, but in point ready to dye aunl we⸗ 
red and ſaid, J am quod ſhe a ſtraunge 
woman, and J am come out from far 
countrie, but how J came hither God 
knoweth. Than aunſwcred the Earle 
and ſatd. Whoſe hoꝛſe is this that ſtads 
eth by thee bound to this fre , Zhan 
anſ wered the lady and ſaid, that it was 
hirs. Mhã p earle heard this, he knew 
well p ſhe was a gentle woman, and 
came of noble linage, wherfoze he was 
the rather moued with pittp, c ſaid vn⸗ 
to hir. O faire lady thou ſemeſt of gens 
tle blod , & therfoꝛe J purpoſe to deli⸗ 
uer the from this miſchife, if thou wilt 
pzomiſe to goe with me & nouriſh my 
faire 
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faire pong daughter, t teach hir at home 
in my caſtell, foz J haus no childe but 
onely hir, t if thou kœpe hir well thou 
halt haue a god reward foz thy labour. 
Than laid ſhe. s far ſoꝛth as J can o2 
map, I ſhall fulfill thine entent . And 
when the had thus pꝛomiſed him he toke 
hir downe vf the tre, and led hir home 
to his caſtel, and gaue hir the kepingof 
his daughter that he loued ſo much, and 
che was cheriſhed ſo well that ſhe lay 
euerp night in the earles chamber, and 
his daughter with hir, and in his cham⸗ 
ber euer night there bꝛent a lamp, the 
which hanged bert werne the Empꝛeſle 
bed and the earles bed. This lad ber⸗ 
haued hir ſo gently, that ſhe was belo⸗ 
ued of cucry creature. There was that 
time in y earls court a ſteward, which 
much loued this Empꝛiſſe cxceedingly as 
boue all things, and oftentpmes ſpake 
to hir of his loue. But ſhes anſwered 
him againe and ſayd. 

Know ve deere friend fo2 certaine⸗ 
fie, that J haue made a ſolempne vow 
to God, that J ſhall neuer lone any man 
in ſuch maner wiſe but onely him whom 
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J am arcatly beholden eee gods 
commatunde ment. * 

Than ſapd the Steward, Thou wilt 
not than conſent vnto me . £3y Lo2de 
quod ſhe, what nerdeth the any moꝛe to 

al ke ſuch thing, the vows J haue made; 
trucly Iſhall kepe T hold by the grace 
ok god. 

And when the ſteward heard this, he 
went his wap in great w2ath and an⸗ 
ger, thincking within himſelfe, if J map 
J ſhall be reuenged on ther. Jt befell vp⸗ 
pon a night within ſhoꝛt tune after that 
the Earls chamber do2e was foꝛgotten 
and left vnſhet, which the ſteward had 
anone perceiued . And when they were 
all a leepe, hee went and eſptcd by the 
light of the lamp where the Cmp2ille 
and the young Mapden lape to gether, 
and with that he dzewe out his Knife 
and cut the thꝛote ofthe Carles daugh⸗ 
ter put the blody knife into the CEm⸗ 
pꝛille hande ſhx being a fleepe and no⸗ 
thing knowing thercof , to the intent 
that whan the Carle awaked he thou'd 
ſæ the knife in hir hande, and that her 
ſhould think that ſhe had cut his daugh⸗ 

ters 
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ters thzote,wherfoze the ſhould bee put 
to a ſhameful death, foꝛ this miſcheuous 
deede. And when thts damoſell was thus 
Caine , and the blody knife in the Em⸗ 
pꝛilſe hand, the countclle awaked out of 
hir leepe and lawe by the light of the 
Lampe the blouddie knife in the Cm- 

pꝛiſſe hande, whe refoꝛe ſhe was almoſt 
— of hir wittes, and ſapd to the Carle, 
O mp Lo2de, behold in vonder Ladies 
hand a wander full thing. 

Anone the Earle awaked and bcheld 
on the Empꝛiſſe bed and ſaw the blody 
knife as the countiſſe had ſapd, wheres 
foꝛe he was greatly maued, and cried to 
hir and ſayd. Awake woman out of thy 
l&pe , what thing is this that J ſ& in 
thy hand. Anone the Cmpuiffe thꝛeugh 
his crye awaked out of hir leepe,and in 
hir waking p knife fell out of hir hand, 
and with that ſhe looked by hir + found 
the Carles daughter dead by hir ſide E 
all the bed be ſpꝛent with blood, wheres 
fo2c with an huge — ſhe cryed and 
ſapd. Alas alas and wela wap, my lozds 
daghter is layne 

O. Than 
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Than cryed the coũtiſſe vnto the Carle 
with a p tious vopce ; ſaid. A my lo2d, 
let p diueliſj woman be put to the moſt 
foule death that can be thought, which 
thus hath ſlaine our onelp childe. 

And when the count iſſe had ſapde thus 
to the Carle, ſhe ſapde to the Cimpaille 
in this wiſe . The high God knoweth 
that thou miſcheuous woman haſt ſlain 
my daughter with thine owne hands, 
fo2 F ſaw the blodie knike in thy hand, 
e therefo2c thon ſhalt dye a foule death. 
Than ſayde the Earle in this wiſe. O 
thou woman, were it not that J dꝛead 
God greatly, J ſhouldcleaue thy bodie 
with my ſwoꝛd in two parts, foꝛ J de- 
liuered ther from hanging, nob thou 
haſt ſlaine my daughter, neuertheleſle 
foꝛ inee thou ſhalt haue no harme, there⸗ 
foꝛe goe thy way out of this cittie with⸗ 
ont anp delape, fo2 if J doe finde thee 
here this dape, thou ſhalt dye a moſt e⸗ 
uill death. 


Than aroſe this wofull Empꝛiſſe and 


'dyd on hir clothes, & after leapt on hir 
palſry and rode toward the eaſt alone 
without any ſafe conduct. And as ſher 

rode 


JJͤ ²˙u . wy oo mY wn Mid as 


"OTE 


Geſta Romanorum, 130 


rode thus mourning by the way ſhe cfs 
pped on the left ſide of the wap a pupꝛe 
of gallous and ſeuen officers leading a 
man to the gallous to be hange d, wher⸗ 
foꝛe ſhe was moued with great pittie, 
and ſmote hir hoꝛſe with the ſgurres E 
rode to them pꝛaping them p ſhe might 
redreme that mil doer, if he might be ſas 
ted from death foz any mede . Than 
ſayd they, Lady it pleaſeth vs well that 
thou redeeme hun. Anone the Emp:iſſe 
acca2ded wiih them and paped his raun⸗ 
eme, and than be was deliuered. Thus 
ſaydg ſhe to hun. Naw deere friend be 
true tilt thou dre, ſith J haue deliuered 
ther from death. - | | 

On my ſoule quad he, J pꝛomiſe pou e- 
uer to be true. And when her had thus 
lupde, he followed the Lady ſtill till they 
came nigh a citie, and than ſaid the CEm⸗ 
pꝛiſſe to him. 

: God friend quod ſhee, goe foꝛth thy 
way afoze mee out of the Cittie , and 
take vp fo2 vs an honeſt lodging, foz 
ther J purpoſe foreſt a whil This man 
went foꝛth as (ſhe commanndcd + toke 
vp fo2 hir a god lodging and an honeſt, 

Sit. wher⸗ 
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whereas ſhe abode long tyme. That 
the men of the Citte perceiued hir bew⸗ 
tie, they wond2cd arcafly, wherefo2e 
many of them craucd of hir vnlawfull 
lene; but all was in vaine, they mighf 
not {pede in any wiſe. It foꝛtuned after 
on a dap that there came a Shippe ful! 
of marchandiſe, and ar iued ui the ha⸗ 
uen of that Citie. Mhen the Ladpe 
heard this, ſhe laid vato hy ſeruaunt. 
Goe to the ſhippe and ite ikthere be anß 
t oth fo2 myne vſe. Henſernaunt went 
fœozth to the ſhippe, whtfoa? he foune 
many pꝛecious clothes 'jWherefoze h 
pꝛaped the maſter of the ſiippe that her 
would come into the Citie and ſpcake 
with this Lady. The maſter arannfeps 
him and ſo he came home to his ladp bees 
foe and warned hir of the comming of 
the maſter ol p ſhippe.Anone after vᷣma⸗ 
ſtcr of the ſhip came and ſuluted the Las! 
dye woꝛthyly. and the lady receiued hun 
accoꝛ ding to his degree, pꝛaping him 5 
che nught haue foꝛ hir mony ſuch cloth 
as might be pꝛofitable foꝛ hir wearing. 
Anone he graũted 5 ſhee ſhould haue, 
and ſwne they were agred, whereſoꝛe 

the 
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the feruaunt went emmediatelp again 
with the Paiſter of the Shtppe . And 


when they were both within the Ship 


bo:de, the Maiſter ſapd to the Ladies 
ſeruant. y deere friend to thee J wold 
open my counſaile, if J might truſt in 
thee, t help me, thou ſhalt haue of mee 
a great reward. Then anſ wered hee 
and ſapd. J ſhall (quod her) bee [wo2ne 
vnto thre on the holp Cuangelllt, that 
J (hill kepe thy counſaile and fulfill 
thine intent, as far foꝛth as I can. 

Thea laid the Maiſter of the ſhippe, J 
love thy Lady moꝛe then J can tel thee, 


fo hir fapꝛencſſe is fo great, that J 
would giue fo2 the loue of hir all the 


gold that J haue, and if J may obtaine 
the loue of hir through thy help, J ſhall 
gue the what ſo euer thou wilt deſire 
of mee. 

Then ſaide the Ladies ſeruaunt fell 
me by what meancs J map beſt ſpedc. 
Then ſayd the Maiſter of the Shippe. 
Ode home to thy Lady againe and tell 
hir that J will not deliuer fo the my 
cloth, except che come bir ſelfe, but being 

D. iii. her 
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hir fo my Shippe except the winde bie 
god and able, foꝛ then J pur pole to lead 
mr away: Thy counſel! is alwapes god 
quod the Ladies (cruant, therfo2e gitte 
me ſome reward, 't J lhall fulfil thene 
intent. 

And when he had recetued his reward 
hee went againe to his Lady and folde 
hir that by no meancs p Maſter of the 
ſhippe would not deliver him the cloth 
but if (he came hir ſelfe. The Lady bee- 
lencd hir ſeruaunt 4 went to the ſhip, 
And when ſhe was within the (hip boꝛd 
hir ſeruaunt abode without. 

When p Maiſter ſaw y ſhe was with⸗ 
in the Shippe, and the winde was god, 
he dew vp the ſaple and ſapled ſw2th., 
hen the Lady perceiued this, thus 
ſhee ſayde to p maſtcr.D Maſter (quod 
ſhx) what treaſon is this that thou haft 
done fo mæ. The Maiſter anſwered 
and ſapde. Madame certainelp it is ſo 
that J muſt nades lie with ther, and af- 
ferwarde eſpouſe the. Foꝛ ſoth quod 
ſher, J haue made a vowe that J ſhall 
neuer commit ſuch ſinne but with him 
brito whom J am bound by right — 
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by the law. Sothly quod he, if pe will 


not graunt me with your god will, J 


ſhall caſt you out into þ middeſt of the 
ſea, # there ſhall pe dis an euill death. 


If it be ſo quod ſhe,that J mult nerdes 
conſcnt oꝛ elſe dye, than J pꝛap the to 


pꝛepare a pꝛiuie place in the ende of the 


Shippe, whereas J may fulfill thine ens 


tent 02 J dye, but firſt J pꝛap the that 


J may lay my pꝛapers vnfo the father 
of heaucn,that ha map haue mercy on 


mere. 


The Paſter beeleeued hir,wherfo:e 
hee let o2zdatne hir a Cabbin in the end 


of the Shippe wherevnto (hee ſette hir 


downe on both hir knees and made hir 
pꝛapers, ſaping on this wiſe. 
O thou my Loꝛd GOD y halt kept mer 
fro my youth in cleaneneſſle, kepe me 
now that J be not delloured ſo y Imap 
ſerue ther euer with a cleane heart and 
minde. Wihen ſhee had thus ended hir 
oꝛpſon, ther aroſe ſoTenly a great tem⸗ 
peſt in the ſea, ſo that the Shippe all to 
bꝛaſt, and all that were within perithed 
ſaue p lady p caught a Cable 4 ſaued hir 
elle, z the Maſter of the Ship an other, 
&. lill. ne⸗ 
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neuertheleſſe ſhe knew not of him, ne he 
of hir, foꝛ they were dꝛiuen to diuerle 
coaſtes. This ladie landed in hir owne 
Cinpy2e beſide a Citie where in ſhe 
was woꝛſhipfully receiued, and ſhe: lp⸗ 
ued ſo holy a life, that GO D gaue hir 
grace and power to hcale ſicke folke, of 
all manner of diſcaſes, wherfo2e there 
came much people to hir, both croked, 
blinde, and lame, and cuery manthzough 
the grace or God and hir god demea⸗ 
nure, were healed, wherfoꝛe hir name 
was knowne thoꝛough dinerle regions. 
Neuertheleſſe, ſhe was not knowen as 
Cmy:tfe. In tbe ſame tyme the Cm- 
perours b2other (that had hanged hir 
beefo2e by the hey2e) was mitten with 
a foule Lepzy, The Lnight that ſic 
the earles Daughter, and put the bla/ 
dy knife in hir hand, was blynde, deafe, 
and had the palley The thicfe that bees 
traped hir to the Maiſter of the ſhippe, 
was lame and full of the Crampe. And 
the Maſter of the ſhippe diſtraught out 

of his wittcs. 
Ahen the Emperour heard that ſo 
bolp a waman was in ſuch a Citie, hee 
| called 
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talled his bꝛother & ſaide to him thus. 
Goe wee derre bꝛother vnto this holp 
woman that is dwelling in the Citie, 


that ſhe may heale tt & of thy lepꝛp. 
Taould to God (quod he) that J were 


healed. Anone the Emperour with his 
b2other went toward the Citie. And 
when y Citizens heard of his commang 
they receiued him Wlo2thipfuliye with 
p2oceſſion. And then the Cmperonr en⸗ 
quired of the Citizens if any ſuch holy 
woman were among them that could 
heale ſicke folke of they2 diſeas. The 
Citizens anſwered and lapde, that ſuch 
a one was there. 

Then was the Empzelle called fwzth 
bekoꝛe the Emporour, but Kee mufficd 
hir face as well as ſhœ could, that the 
Cmperour hir huſband ſhoid not know 
hir, + when fhee had ſo done, ſher ſaluted 
him with great reuerentce, as it apper⸗ 
faincd to his eſtate. 

And her againe in lpke wiſe, ſaping 
thus. O god Ladie, if thou lyſt of thy 
grace to heale my bꝛother of his lepep, 
aſke of me what thou wilt, and J ſhall 
graunt it the, foꝛ thy re ward. 

D. v. When 
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When the Empꝛille heard this, cher los | 


ked about hir and ſaw there the Cmpe- | 


rours Bꝛother, a foute Lepzic,the ſaw 
there alſo the knight p flew the carles 
daughter blynde and deafe . The thiefe 
that ſhe ſaued from y gallowes lame, 
and alſo p Maſter of y Ship diſtraught 
ditt of his wittes, and all were come to 

hir foꝛ to be healed of their ſickneſſe, but 
they knew not hir: foꝛ all p̊ they knew 
not hir, hee knew them well. Then ſayd 
the vnto the Emperour thus. 

My reuerend Lo2d,though per would 
giue mee all your Emppꝛe, J map not 
heale pour Bꝛother, no2 none of theſe 
other, but if they knowledge openlye 
what they haue done. 

When the Emperour heard this, her 
tourned him towardes his Bꝛother and 
ſayde vnto him. Bꝛother, accknowledge 
openly thy ſinne befoꝛe all theſe men, 
that thou maiſt be healed of thy ſick⸗ 
neſſe. Then anone he began to tell how 
hee had ledde his lpfe, but he to! de not 
how he had hanged the Empꝛiſſe in the 
Foꝛreſt by the haire of hir Head, molt 


dilptghtfaily, 
When 
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When he had knowledged all that him 
lyſt, the Tmp2clle replped and ſaide. 
Sothly my Loꝛd, J would gladly lape 
vnto him my medicine but J wot right 
well it is in vaine, foꝛ he hath not made 
a full confcſſion , Tye Emperour hea? 
ring this he tourned towarde his bꝛo⸗ 
ther t ſaide againe in this wiſe. | 
'TWhat euill ſoꝛrow 02 vnhappy wꝛetch⸗ 
ednelle is in ther, ſerſt y not how that 
thou art a foule lepꝛy, therefoze knows 
ledge thy ſinne truely that thou maiſf 
be whole, oz clſe auotde my company fo 
euermoze. 
A Loꝛd quo? he, I map not tell my life 
openlp, but if J be firſt ſure ot thy grace. 
What haſt thou treſpaſſed againſt me 
quod the Emperour. Than anſwered 
his bꝛother and (aide. Myne offence as 
gainſt the is grieuous, and fherefoze J 
al ke mercie. The Cmperoyr thought 
not on the Empꝛille koꝛ as much as he 
ſuppoſed ſhe had beene dead mend ywres 
beefo2ze,he commaunded his h26ther to 
tell foꝛth what he had eXcnded him, x 
hee (ould bee fy2gtuen. 
And whe p Emperour had thus foꝛgiuen 
his 
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his bzother, her bægan fo tell openly had 
how he had deſired p Cmpzilſe fo come» | har 
mitte adultry with him, and hee hadde | but 
hanged hir by the hairc in the Fo2reſt, 
bycauſe ſhe would not conlent by any | wh 
meanes to him. the 

And when the Emperour heard this, the 
her was almoſt bwude himſelfe, and in dir 
bis rage he lad thus. O thou molt wꝛe⸗ we 
ched creature, p vengeaunce of God is tr; 
fallen vpon the, and were it not that J Di 
haue pardoned the thou (houldeſt dye (1 
the moſt ſhamefull death that could be in 
thought. Then ſapde the Knight that la 
flew the earles Daughter. J wot not hi 
(quod hee) of what Lady pe meane, but a 
J wote that my Lo2d found on a time an 
ſuch a Ladye hanginge by the hay2c in I 
the Foꝛriſt, and b2ought hir home to | w 
his Caſtcll,and he toke hir his daugh- 
ter to kœpe, x J pꝛouoked hir as much d 
as J could to ſinne with me, but ſhe Pi 
would in no wiſe conſcnt to mer, wher⸗ ti 
foze I fl:w th: carles Daughter that n 

lape with hir. and when J had ſo done, t 
J put the blodic Lnife in the Ladies 
hand that the ear le ſhould thinke ſhoe d 

had 
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had Caine his daughter with hir owne 
bands, and than was ſhe eriled thence 
but where the became J wot not. 

Than ſayde the theife J wot not of 
what Lady ve meane, but well J wotte 
that ſeuen officers were leading mee to 
the gallowes and ſuch a Lady came ri⸗ 
ding by and bought mer of them, x than 
went J with hir, and afkerward 3 bee⸗ 
traped hir vnto a maſter of a ſhip. 
Such a Lady (quod the maſter of the 
ſhippe) receiucd J,and when we were 
in the middeſt of the ſea, J would haue 
lapne with hir, but the ſate downe to 
hir pꝛapers, and anone there aroſe ſuch 
à tempeſt that the ſhippe alt fo bꝛaſt, 
and wer were all dꝛoluned ſade ſhi and 
J, but what afterward befell of hir I 
wote note. 

Than cryed the Cmpaitte with aloud 
doyce and ſapde Sothlp deere friends 
pee doe now fruely conkeſſe and declare 
the trueth, wherefoꝛe J will now apply 
my medicine, and anone they rece ued 
their health. 

When this lady the Empꝛiſſe had thus 
done, ſhe opened hir face to p Emperour 

and 
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and he foꝛthwith knew hir, and ranne 
to hir and imbꝛaced hir in his armes, 
and kiſſed hir oftentimes, and foz io he 
wept bitterly ſaving. 

Vleſſed be God, now hane J found that 
J deſired. And when he had thus ſapde, 
he lead hir home to his Pallapes with 
great iope, and alter whenit pleaſed als 
mightie GD, they Faded both their 
lives in peacs. 1 | 


. The Morall 


This Emperor betokeneth our Lozd 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt. The Empꝛiſſe hetokeneth 
a holy foi The Emprroùrs bꝛother 
betoleneſhihe fleſh, to hem our Lo2p 
hath giuen charge of this Cmyp2e, but 
malt pꝛuncipally to the ſoune.Ncuerthe⸗ 
lelle the wꝛetched lleſye ort p2ougketh 
the ſoule to ſinne. But the ſoule that. 
loueth God aboue all things withſtand⸗ 
eth that temptation, and calleth to hir. 
hir ghoſtly power, that ic to fap,reaſons 
will, vnder ſtanding and conſcience, and 
malieth them to enpꝛilon the lleſh that 

is 
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is diſobedient to the ſoule, in the pꝛiſon 
df true repentaunce, vnto the tyme her 
obey to reaſon in all thing. And thus in 
hope of mercie her ſinneth agapne, to 
whom holy wait ſaith. Maladictus homo 
que peccat in ſpe. Curſſed be that man 
that ſinneth in hope. And af the laſt the 
ſoule enclyneth to the fleſh, leftith him 
out of the pꝛiſon ot repentance, æ waſhs 
eth him from the filth offinne,andarays 
eth him with god vertues, and maketh 
bim leape on the palfray of charptable 
humilitie, and ſo rydeth ſozth to mite 
pur Lo2de-with the ſacrifice of thankes 
giuing. But alas, full oft the ſinner treſ⸗ 
paſſeth againſt holy ſcripture, wherfoze 
the hart, that is to ſap, the luſt of fleſh 
and of ſinners ariſeth befoꝛc him. al⸗ 
ter runneth great houndes, that is to 
tap, euill thoughts, x ſo long they chaſe, 
till the bodie and the ſoule be left alone, 
and than the fleſhe ſtirreth that noble 
Soule , being the Spouſe of Almpgh⸗ 
fie God. 
But the pure and vndeſiled ſoule 

that is ſo wel beloued with God, wil not 
foꝛſake hir Lozde and conſent to ſinne, 
wherfoze 
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wherefoꝛe the wꝛetched fleſh full offt 
deſpoi'eth hir of all hir clothing, that is 
to ſap,of all hir vertues, 2 hangeth hit 
vp by the haire on an oake, p is to ſay, 
on luſtes xdelights, and there thc hang⸗ 
eth till the god carlc commeth, that is 
to lap, a diſcrete pꝛeachet in the foꝛreſt 
ok this woꝛld, to pꝛeach and teach the 
woꝛd of god and taketh hir downe and 
leadeth hit fo2th ts the Church to nou⸗ 
rich his daughter that is to ſay, to nous 
rich conſtiens with fruittult faith. The 
carlc had in his chamber a'tamp, right 
fo cuery diſtrœt P2eachcr ſhould hatje 
afo2t hun the Lamp of holy Scripture; 
whereby he map ſ& both the greuaunce 
and pꝛofit of the Soule in teaching of 
dertues, and putting alway of vice. 

The ſteward that ſtirreth hir to ſinne, 
is none elle but pꝛide of hfc,whichis ſte⸗ 
ward of this world, by whome many 
men be detciued 
But when the ſoule that is ſo well ber⸗ 
loued with Chꝛiſt, will not conſent. vn⸗ 
to the ſinne of pꝛyde, than taketh thys 
euill ſteward p knife of couctiſe, wher⸗ 
with he flaicth the earls daughter, that 
18 
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is to ſap,conſtience, actoꝛding to Scrip⸗ 
ture, ſaping: Gold g ſiluer bath blinded 
the eyes of. Judges, ; hath ouethꝛowen 
wiſe men, ſo that equit ie ⁊ rightcouſnes 
might not enter, but ſcœde a far, ᷑ furs 
ned their backs. This Lady allo redees 
med a man from death, that is to ſape, 
from euer laſting death, which he had 
delerued by deadly ſinne. Therefoꝛe doe 
we as dyd this ladp, ſmite we our. hoꝛſe, 
that is to ſap, our fleſh with the pur res 
of repentaunce, ſo ryde we koꝛth in all 
hat, to laue our neighbout from yp ünck 
df deadly ſinne, helpe him both bodily ( 
ghoſtly as Saloman ſaith. 

Wo be to that man lping in deadly 


inne, that hath no man to litt him out 


thereot. Ther efoꝛe awake thy neighboꝛ 
and help him. Foꝛ a bꝛother that is hol⸗ 
pen of an ther is like a ſure cifte, and 
if he giue no moꝛe bat a cup of cold wa⸗ 
ter to him in the way of helpe, he lhall 
not loſe his reward. 


But man now a dapes be very vn⸗ 
kinde, as was this theife, which falſelp 


dect iued his lady after p ſhe had ſaued 
T. hun 
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him from hanging. The maiffer of 10 
chip betokeneth the woꝛld, by whom mas 
ny men be decetucd. But neuerthe leſſe 
as oft as a man taketh on him volun⸗ 
farily the charge of pouertie, and obeys 
eth vnto the commaundements of God, 
and foꝛſaketh the woꝛlde, then bꝛeaketh 
the ſhippe. Foꝛ it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God and man, and the world all at one 
tymo.; 

When this lady had eſpyed the tem⸗ 
peſt of the ſea ſhe went to a Citie: that 
ie to ſap, the ſoule, after the troubles of 
this world, went to the holy lpfe, and 
than ſhe healed all maner ſicke folke, 
that is to ſape euerp man that is trou⸗ 
bled in his ſoule, that is to ſape infece 
with diuers ſickneſſes, that this Lade 
healeth thꝛough holy lyple. 

But the Soule might not bee ſcene 
of Chꝛiſt hir huſbande till ſhe had 
knoweledgedopenlyall hir flue wittes. 
But when ſhe had made a pure acknow 
ledgement of hir ſinne „ than the Em⸗ 
perour our Loꝛd God hir huſ band knew 


hir, and toke hir in his armes, and iedde 


hir 
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hir home to the pallaice of heauen. Un⸗ 
fo the which almightie God bzing vs all 
foz his ſonnes ſake, Aman, 


The Argument. 


¶ Euery ſupreme magiſtrate and other 
inferior, is to be honoured and reue- 
renced,, Euery true Chriſtian man 
ought to conſider his dutie heerein, 
euery falſe Chriſtian peruerteth the 
wayes of the godlye, the reward of 
ſuch is hid vp in hell, but the iuſt ſhal 
inherite the blelled life euerlaſting. 


The 41. Hiſtory. | 

A Rome dwelt ſometime a-mightic 

Emperour namid Martin, which foz 
entier affection kept with him his bꝛo⸗ 
thers ſon, whom men called Fulgencius, 
With this Martin dwelf alſo a knight 
that was Reward of his Emppꝛe, and 
bncle vnfo the Emperour which enuted 
this Fulgentius ſtudying day and night 
how he might bꝛing the Emper our and 


this child at debate: wherfoze y ſteward 


ona day went to the Emperour 4 ſayd: 
T.ii. P 
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My Lo2d quod hee, I that am pour true 
ſeruaunt am bound in dut ie to warne 
pour highnelle, if Jheare an thing that 
toucheth pour honour, wherfoze J haue 
heard ſuch things that J muſt needs vt⸗ 
ter it in ſecrete fo pour Lo2dſhip ber⸗ 
twene vs two. Then lapde the Em⸗ 
perour: God friend (quod be) ſay on 
what the lf. 

$57 molt deere Lo2d (quod the ſtebo⸗ 
ard) Fulgencious pour toſin, and your 
nigh tinſman hath defamed you won⸗ 
derfully and ſhametully,thzoughont all 
your Emppꝛe, ſaying that your bꝛeath 
ſtinketh, and that it is death to him to 
ſerue you of pour cuppe. Than the Em⸗ 
perour was grieuouſlp diſpleaſed, and 
almoſt beſide himſelfe foꝛ anger, 4 ſayde 
to him thus: J pꝛap the my god fricnd 
tell mee p verp trouth if that my b2eath 
ſo ſtincketh as he lapth. My Loꝛd (quod 
the ſteward) pe map beelœeue me, J ne- 
ter perceiued a [werter bꝛeath in my 
dayes than yours is. Then ſayd p Ems 


perour, J pꝛap the god friend tell mœ 


how J may bꝛing this thing to a god 
pꝛofe. 
| The 
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The ſfeward anſwered and ſapd. Py 
Loꝛd (quod he) per ſhall right well vn⸗ 
derſtand the froth, foꝛ fo mozrow next 
when hee ſerueth vou of pour cuppe, pee 
ſhall ſ& that hee will turne away his 
face from you, bicauſe of pour b2cath, 
and this is the moſt certain pꝛofe that 
may be had of this thing. Foꝛeloth quod 
the Einperour, a truer pꝛofe can not be 
had of this thing. Wlherefo2ze anone 
when the ſteward heard this, hee went 
ſtraight to Fulgencious and toke him a 
ſide, ſuying thus. Deere friend, thou art 
my kinſman, and alſo nephew vnto my 
E o2d the Emperour, therefoꝛe if thou 
wilt be thankfull vnto me, J will tell 
thee of the vice whereof my Lo2d the 
Emperour complayneth oft, and think- 
eth to put the& from him (except it be p 
rather amended) and that might bee a 
great repꝛofe to thee. Then ſapd this 
Fulgencious.A god ſir fo2 his loue that 
dyed vpon the croſle, tell mee why my 
Lo2d is ſo ſoꝛe moued with mer, fo2 J 
am ready to amend my default in all 
that J can oꝛ map, and fo2 to be ruled 
by your god 4 diſcrite counſaile. 
Wt. Thy 
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Thy bꝛeath quod the Reward ſtincketh 


ſo ſoꝛe, that his dꝛinck doth him no god, 
ſo grexuous is bnto him thy ſtincking 
b:cath of thy Mouth. Then ſapd Ful 
gentious bnto the Steward. Truely, 
that perceiued J neuer till now, but 
what thinke pon of my b2cath. J pꝛaie 
pou to tell me the verie truth. Truely 
(quod the ſteward, ) it ſtinketh greatly 
and foule. And this Fulgentious beelees 
ued all that her ſaide, and was right ſo⸗ 
rowfull in his minde, And pꝛaied the 
Stewarde of his counſell and helpe in 
this woefull caſe. Than ſaide the ſtew⸗ 
ar de vnto him if that thou wilt doe by 
my counlell, J ſhall b2ing this matter 
to a god concluſion, therefoze doe as 
J ſhall tell ther. 

J connſell thee fo2 the beſt, and alſo 
warne ther, that when thou ſerueſt my 
Loꝛd the Emperour of his cuppe, that 
thou 3 turne thy face away from him, 
ſo that hee map not fle thy ſtincking 
bꝛeath, vnto p time that thou haſt pꝛo⸗ 
uided thee of ſome remedie therfoze. 

Then was Fulgentious right glad, 

and 
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and wers to him that he would doe by 
his counſell. | 

Not long after, it berkell that this 
poung man Fulgentious ſcruedhis Lo2d 
as hee was wont to doe, and therewith 
ſodainely he tourncd his face from his 
Loꝛd the Emperour, as the Steward 
had taught him. 

And when the Emperdur perceftied 
the auopding of his head, hee ſmote this 
young Fulgentious on the bꝛeaſt with 
his fte, and ſaide to him thus. 

O thou leude var let, now ſer J well 
it is true that J haue heard of ther, and 
ther loꝛe goe thou anon out of my ſight, 
that J may ſe the no moz2e in this 
place. And with that this pong Fulgen+ 
cious wept full ſoꝛe, auoided the place, 
and went out of his fight. And when 
this was ſo done, the Cmpcrour called 
vnto him his Steward and ſayd. 

- Bow may A ryd this varlet from the 
wo2ld,that thus hath defamed mer: 
My moſt deere Lo2d quod the ſteward, 
right well pou ſhall haue pour intent. 

Fo2 here beſide, within theſe thꝛer 
miles ve haue bzickmakers, which daily 

T. ui. make 
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make great fircs foz ta burne bꝛick, x 
alſo they make lyme,therfoze mp Loꝛd 
ſend to them this night, & charge them 
bppon paine of death, that whoſocucr 
tommceth to them firſt on the moꝛrow, 
ſaying to the thus: Mp Lo2d commaũ⸗ 
deth you to fulfil his will, that they take 
bim and caſt him into the Fozncts with 
the ſtones, and this night commaunde 
pou this Ful gentious that he goe earelp 
in the moꝛning to pour woꝛkmen, and 
that he aſke them whether thep haue 
kuli led your wil which they were com 
maunded, oꝛ not, and then (ſhall they ac⸗ 
coꝛding to pour commaundement, caſh 
him in the Fpꝛe, and thus (hall hee dye 
an euill death. | 

Surely quod þ Emperour, thy toun⸗ 
ſell is god,therfoze call to me that var⸗ 
let Fulgentious. And when this poung 
man was come to the Ginperours pꝛe⸗ 
ſence, hee lapde to him thus: J charge 
thee vpon patne of death, that thou riſe 
carly in d moꝛning 4 goe to p bꝛenners 
of lyme & b2ick, and that thou bee with 
them carely bctozc the ſunne ryſe th:& 


miles 
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myles from this houſe, and charge them 
in my behalfe that they fullſil mp come 
maundement , 02 elſe they ſhall dye a 
moſt ſhameful: death. 

Then ſpake this Fulgentious , My 
Lo2d, if God ſend in my lpfe, J ſhall 
fulfill your wil, were it that J ould 
goe to the wo2!ds ende. 

When Fulgentious had this charge, he 
could not ſleepe fo2 thought, but that hee 
mult ariſe earcly fo2 to fulfil his Lo2ds 
tommandement. The Emperour about 
midnight ſent a mcllcnacr on hoꝛſeback 
vnto his bꝛicke makers, commaunding 
them vppon paine of death, that who ſo 
euer came to them firſt in the moꝛning 
ſaping vnto them the Emperours com⸗ 
maundement, (which is befoꝛe rehear⸗ 
fed) that they ould take and bynd him 
and calt him into the fire, e burne hum 
to the bare bones. / 

The Bꝛpck makers anſwered and 
ſapde, it ſhould bee done. And then the 
meſſenger returned home agatne incon⸗ 
tinent, and told the Emperour that 
bis commandement ſhould be diligent⸗ 


Ir fulfilled. . 
; TL. v. Earelp 


The Hiſtory of 


Earelp in the moꝛning following, Ful- 
gentious aroſe t pꝛepared him towards 
his wap, # as h went, hee heard a bell 
ring to ſeruice, whercfoze hee went to 
that Church koꝛ to heare Seruice, and 
after the ende of ſeruice he fell a fleepe, 
and ther he ſlept a long while, fo that 
the pꝛieſt ne none other might a wake 
him. 

The ſteward deſiring inwardly to 
heare of his death as he did hope, about 
one of the clock he went vnto p wozks 
men, and ſaide vnto them thus, Sp2s 
quod hee, haue vc done the Cmperours 
commaundement oꝛ no. 

The Bꝛickmakers anſwered him 
againe and ſaide. Nay ſurelp wee haue 
not pet done his commaundement, but 
anone it hall bee done, x with that they 
lapde handes on him. Then cried the 
ſteward with an high voice, and ſaide. 
Go) ſirs ſane my Lyfe ; ſoz the Empe⸗ 
rour cõmaunded Þ Fulgentious ſhould 
bee put to death. Then ſatde they, the 
meſſenger told not vs ſo, but hee bad vs 
that whoſocuer came firſt to vs in the 
mozmng,laying as pe betoze rehearſed, 

that 
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that wee ſhould take him and caſt him 
into the Foznace #bourne hun to aſhes. 
And with that wozd they thzew him in⸗ 
to the fire. 

And when he was bournt, Fulgentious 
came to them, and ſaid. God irs haue 
you done my Lo2ds commaundement, 
pea, ſothlp ſaid they, and therefoꝛe gos 
pe againe to the Cmperour and tel him 
ſo.Thẽ ſaid Fulgentious. Foz Chꝛiſtes 
loue tell mee that commaundement. 

ce had in commanndement ſaide 
they vpon paine of death, that who ſo 
euer came to vs ſirſt in the moꝛninge, 
and ſaide like as thou haſt ſatde, that 
wee ſhould take him and caſt him intg 
the Foꝛnace. But beeto2c the, came the 
Steward, and therctoze haue wee fuls 
filled on him p Emperours connnaun⸗ 
doment, and now 1s hee bour nt to the 
bare bones. | 

And when Fulgentious heard this; 
hee thanked God that hee had ſo pꝛeſer⸗ 
ued him from death, wherfo2e hee twke 
his leaue of the wozkmen and went as 
gaine fo the Pallaice. 

When the Emporour perceiued him, 

hee 
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hee was almoſt diſtract of his wittes 
fo2 anger, and thus he ſayde: Haſt thou 
beene with the Bꝛyckmaker and fulfil- 
led my connnaundement? Sothly my 
gracious Lo2d J haue bene there, but 
o: J came there, pour commaundement 
was fulfilled. How may that be true, 
quod the Cmperour ? 

Fo2ſwth ſaid Fulgencious, the ſtcward 
came to them afo2ze me, and ſayd that 
F ſhould haue (ayde: and when they 
heard that, they toke him and thꝛew 
him into p foꝛneis, and if J had comen 
any. rather, ſo would thep haue done 
to me, and therfo2e J thanck God that 
hath pꝛeſerued me from death. 


Then ſapd p CEmperour, tell me the 


trueth of ſuch queſtions as J hall de⸗ 
maund of the. Then ſaide Fulgentious 
vnto the Emperour. As J beeleve you 
neuer found in mee any falſchode, and 
thcrfoze J wondzed greatly why ve had 
oꝛdained ſuch a death fo2 mo,fo2 well 
pe know that Jam your own b2:others 
ſonne. Then laide p Emperor to Ful- 
gentious: It is no wonder, ſoꝛ that death 


J oꝛdained to thee thzough counſeil of 
the 
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the ſteward, bicauſe thou didſt defame 
mer thꝛoughout all my Cmpy2e,faping, 
that my bꝛeath did ſtinck ſo grienouſlp, 
that it was death to the, and in token 
hereof, thou turnedſt away thy face whe 
thou ſeruedſt mee of my cuppe, and that 
ſaw J with mine epes, and foꝛ this cauſe 
Joꝛdained foꝛ thee ſuch a death, and pet 
thou ſhalt dye except J heare a better 
excuſe. 

Then anſwered Fulgentious and 
ſapd, A my moſt dere Lo2d,if it might 
pleaſe pour highneſſe fo2 to heare mer, 
I ſhall ſhew vou a ſubfill and a deceit⸗ 
full imagination. Sap on quod the Cme 
peronr . The ſteward (quod Fulgenci- 
ous) that now is dead, came to mic and 
ſapde, that pe tolde him that my bꝛeath 
dyd ſtinck, and there vpon he counſailed 
mee that when J ſerued pou of pour 
cuppe J ſhould than turne away my 
face,J take God to witneſſe J lye not. 
Then the Emperour heard this, he bes 
leued him & ſatd . O mp neuew,now J 
ſee thꝛough the right wiſe iudgement of 
God the ſfeward1s bꝛent, and his owne 
Ts and eniue is fallen on him 

ſelfe 
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ſelſe,fo2 he o2dained this malice againſt 
thee, and therfo:e thou arte much bound 
to almightie God that hath * 
tha from death. 


The Morall, 


Deere friends this Emperour beefos 
keneth cucry ſupꝛeame magiſtrate and 
other inferiours . And Fulgentious his 
ncucw bertokeneth euerp true chꝛziſtian 
man, which ſhould duely a truelp ſerue 
them with faithfull hoinage and dueti⸗ 
full lopaltp, like as Fulgentious ſerued 
the Empcrour of his cup, wherefoze pe 
ſhall be greatly loued of God, This ſte⸗ 
ward betokeneth euerp falſe Chꝛiſten 
man, as Cayne, which oftentimes tur⸗ 
neth the harts of right wiſe men from 
God, ſaying, that his bꝛeath ſtinketh, 
that is to ſap, that the life of the magi⸗ 
ſtrate is not acceptable to GOD noz 
man, which is againſt this Scripture, 
ſaping thus, Nolite judicarc. &c. 

That is to ſap, iudge not, and pe ſhall 
not be iudged. But oftentimes ſuch ma⸗ 
lit ious peole accuſeth righteous: men, 

where 
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wherefoze they ſhal be caſt into p euer⸗ 
taſting fire of hell, where is wapling, 
werping, and miſery without charitie. 
And right wiſe ſhall aſcend to euerla⸗ 
ſting lyfe. Unto the which bzing vs our 
Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt. Amen. 


The Argument. 


CTyrants and vngodly perſons walke 
without knowledge of the truth, tyll 
they come to the Church of God, the 
wicked perſecute the godly. But they 
are preſerued by the mightie proui- 
dence of god. ſo we ought not to ſleep 
in ſinne. A figuratiue ſpeach of three 
ſeuerall meanings, videlicet, Take, 
Veelde, and Flee, the ſignificacion 
thereof. 


The 42. Hiſtorie. 
Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a 
mightie Emperour named Del- 
phinus, which had no childzt ſaue 
onely one daughter, which was a fapze 
creature and welbeloued of hir father, 


As this Emperour walked on a day on 


bunting 
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hunting in the Foꝛreſt, ſodainlp he rode 
out of his wap, and loſt his men, wher⸗ 
toꝛe he was great ly diſcomfoꝛted, foꝛ he 
wiſt not whether he rode, ne in what 
place he was, till at the laſt when he had 
rydden thus all the day alone, in the 
ruening he ſaw a houſe, and thether hee 
rode a great pate, t knocked at the gate. 

Immediately the god inanne of the 
houſe heard him. and aſked the cauſe of 
his knocking, and what he wou d haue. 
Daære friend quod the Cmperour, lo it 
is night as ve may ſe, ther foꝛe J deſire 
pou of lodging fo2 the lone of God. 
When he had thus ſapd, the godman of 
the houſe vnware that he was the @ms 
perour, aunſ wered thus and ſapd God 
friend quod he, J am the Emperours 
Foſter, and haue plenty of veniſon and 
other vittailes fo2 pou. 

When the Emperour hearde this, 
he was right glad in his mind, neuer⸗ 
theleſſe he told him not that he was the 
Emperour. And the Foſter opened the 
gate, and recciued hun as wozſhipfully 
as hee could, and (ct him to his ſupper, 
and ſerued hun hond ſtly. 

And 
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And when he had ſupped, the Foſter 
| b2zought him to his chamber, and when 
time was he went to bed. In the ſame 
night it befell that the Foſters wile was 
trauailing of childe in an other chamber 
faſt by, and was dcliueredy ſame night 
of a faire ſonne. 

And as the Emperour lay in his bed 
ſlerping, him ſtemed he heard a voice ſay 
ing to him thziſe,theſe wo2ds. Take, 
take, take . And with that hee awoke, 
t meruailed greatly what it might bee, 
ſaping to himſelfe thus: A vopce biddeth 
mee take, take, what ſhall J take: 

And immedatelp he fell a leepe againe, 
and the ſecond time, hee heard a voyce, 
ſaying vnto him theſe woꝛdes. Pelde, 
pelde, pelde. And with that he wakened 
againe, and wondꝛed greatly, ſaping vn⸗ 
to himſelfe. What may this lignifie? 
Firſt J heard a vopce that ſaped, take 
take, and nothing J receiued. 

And right now J heard an other voice 
that ſapde, peld, peld, peld, what ſhoulde 
Apelde. 

And as he lape thus thinking fo him 
U. ſelfe 
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ſclfe he fell a lle pe againe . And when 


he heard the third voyce, ſaping theſe 
woꝛ des thzice, fic, fle, fle, oꝛ this night 
is a chude boꝛne that after thy deceaſe, 
ſha! be Emperour. CAhen the Emperoz 
heard this, he wakened e wondꝛed great 
ly what it might ba. 

In the moꝛning carely folowing, pecm- 
perour arole, + called to him the foſter 
and ſaid, Dre friend, J pꝛap thee that 
thou wilt tell me ifany childe be bone 
this night to thy knowledge. Mp wife 
quod the Foſter, this night is deliuered 
of a fayꝛe ſon. I pꝛay the ſapd the Em⸗ 
perour ſhew me thy ſonne. When the 
Emperour had ſcene the childe, he ſaw 
a marke in the childes viſage, whereby 
he might know him an other time, and 
than he ſayd to the Folker thus, 

Deere kriend, knoweſt thou who J 
am, nay ſouthly quod the Foſter, foꝛ I 
ſaw pou neuer befoꝛe this time, as farre 
as J am remembꝛed, ncucrthelclle it 
ſemeth that pe be a gentleman, 

Than anſwered the Cmperour and 
ſayd,J am quod he the Cinperour your 
Lo2d 
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Lo2d, whome pe haue lodged this 
night, wherefoze right hartely Ithanke 
you. 
This hear ing, the foſter fell downe vps 
on both his knees at his fete, beſought 
him of mercy , if that he had offcnded 
his hightneſſe in any thing, pꝛaping him 
of foꝛgiueneſſe. Then aunſ wered the 
Emperour and ſaid, be thou nothing a⸗ 
fraped, fo2 Ithanke the hartely of thy 
god chere, and thy ſonne that was 
boꝛne to night J wil haue fo2 to nou⸗ 
riſh and bzing vp in my court, aud to 
mo2row J (hall ſend foꝛ him. 
O mygratious Lo2d quod the foſter it 
is not agreeable that ſuch a noble Emo 
perour ſhould nouriſh the childe of his 
ſubiect and ſeruaunt, neuertheleſſe your 
will be fulfilled, foꝛ when pour meſſen⸗ 
gers come Jlhall deliuer them my ſor. 
Whan this was ſayde, the Cmperour 
toke his leaue and rode home towarde 
his pallaice. 
And whan he was come home, he called 
vnto him ſuch leruaunts as her truſted 
beſt, and layd to them thus. 

Goe pe, quod he, vnfo my Foſter, 

UA. ii. with 
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with whom J was lodged this night in 
the foꝛreſt, and receiue ot him his ſonne, 
of which his wife was deltuered thys 
night, and vpon papne of death J coms 
maund pon that pœ deſtrop him bp the 
wap, and caſt his fleſh to the dogges, but 
bꝛing with pou the hart to mee. And ers 
cept pe fulfill my commaundement, pe 
ſhall dye the moſt fouleſt death that can 
be thought. Anone his ſeruaunts went 
to the foꝛreſt, and receiued the Foſters 
ſonne and bꝛought him with them, and 
when they were come nere vnto the 
pallaice, one of them ſaid. How ſhall wee 
doe, that we map fulfill our Loꝛds com⸗ 
maundement in diſtroping of this child. 
Some aunſwered and ſatide , that the 
child ſhould ber ſlaine, and ſome would 
haue ſaued his lpfe, while they ſtroue 
thus among themſelues, one of them 
that was moſt mercifull ſaide vnto the 
other . O my god friendes, heare my 
tounſaple, and pe ſhall not fo2cthinke 
it. If pe murther this innocent childe, 
wer hall greatlp offend almightie god, 
and thercfoze heere bee young Pin 
kyl 
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kill we one of the, 6 then map wer 
take with vs his hart, and pꝛeſent it vn⸗ 
to the Emperour lap ing, that it is the 
heart of the Childes blood. Then laid 
they, thy counlaile is god, but what 
ſhal we doe with p Child. God kriends 
(quod he) let vs w2ap him in ſome clo⸗ 
thes, and late him in ſome holow tree, 
fo2 peraduenture God will help him & 
ſaue his lpfe. 

And when her had thus ſaid, they did 
gladlp after his counſaile in all things, 
and killed the Pigge, and went thepz 
wap and carried home with them the 
Pigges hart to the Emperour, ſaping 
vato him thus: Loe, gracious Loꝛd, we 
haue deſtroped p Child as pe cõmaun⸗ 
ded vs, and with that they ſhewed him 
the Pigges heart. The Emperour ſup⸗ 
poſing that it had bene p Childes hart, 
toke it and call it into the fire, deſpite⸗ 
fully ſaping. 

Loe, that is pᷣ hart of him which ſhould 
haue ben Emperour after me. Lo, what 
it is to beelceug in dꝛeames & viſions, 

U.iii. which 
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which be nought elſe but fantaſies and 
vaine fhinacs. The lecond dap after 
that y Childe was put into the hollow 
tre, there came an earle fo2 to hunt in 
the foꝛreſt, and as his houndes chaſcd 
an harte, they came to this hollow tree 
where the Childe lape, and whan thep 
felt p ſauour of the Childe, they would 
goe no farther. 

The Carle ſceing this, marnatlcd 
greatly whip his houndes abode there, 
and ſmote his hoꝛſe with his ſpures and 
rode a great pace till he tame to them. 
And when he came vnto the tree wher⸗ 
in the Childe was laide, he loked in at 
an hole # ſaw there the childe lying, and 
then was hee right glad, 4 take vp the 
Childe in his armes full loutnaly, and 
bare him home vnto his Caſtle, ſaping 
vnto the Counteſſe his wife. Loe, my 
dere wife, this dap by foꝛtune J haue 
found a very faire Childe in an holow 
tre as J hunted in the foꝛreſt, where⸗ 
of J am riaht glad. 

And becauſe that Jneuer begat ſon 
ne daughter on the, ne thou neuer pet 
toncciued a childe,therfoze J exhoꝛt thee 

that 
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that p wilt faine they ſeife trauailing 
with childe, and ſay that thou halt bozne 
this childe. The Counteſſe fulfilled 
right gladly the caries will and dclire, 
and ſaid. My molt deere Loꝛzd, pour will 
in this thing lhall be done. 

Not long after this, newes went 
thꝛoughout all the country, v the coun⸗ 
teſſe was deliuered of a fapze Sonne, 
wherfoꝛe euerp man reiopſed much. 

The Childe began to grow and was 
right well beloued of cucry man, i moſt 
ſpecially of the earle and of the Toun⸗ 
teſſe. Jt bafell after, when the Childs 
was xv. pres of age, the Emperour 
made a ſolempe feaſt vnto all p Lo2ds 
of his Eimppꝛe, vnto p which feaſt this 
carle was called, and at the day allig⸗ 
nedhe came and bꝛought his Childe with 
him which was at v time a fapꝛe pong 
ſquire, and caruer at y boꝛd befoze the 
Carle. The Cmperour greatly beheld 
him, and eſpped the token in his fozes 
head which hee had ſeene beefoꝛe in the 
Foſters houſe, wher foꝛe hee was great⸗ 
ly moucd, and vered within him ſeike 

U.iiii. and 
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and ſaide vnto the Carle in this wiſe. 
NAhoſe Sonne is this, certcs ſaid the 
Carle, he is mp ſonne. Than ſaide the 
Emperour. By the faith and trouth 
that thou 8welt vnto me, tell mee the 
trouth. 

The carle ſceing that he might not 
excuſe himſelfe by no manner wile, but 
that needs hee mull tell him p trouth, 
than told hee him altogether, how her 
had found him in the foꝛreſt in an hol⸗ 
low tre, This hearing, the Cmperour 
was almoſt diſtract of his wittes foz 
anger. t called vnta him his ſeruants, 
winch he had ſcnt befoze to deſtrop the 
Childe. 

And when they came berfoꝛe him, he 
made them to (ware vpon a boke that 
they ſhould tell him the trouth what 
they had done with the Childe. 

Gracious Lo2d ſaide they, wee yelbe 
vs vnto pour grace 4 godnes, foꝛ with⸗ 
out doubt pitie ſo moued bs, that wer 
might not deſtroy him and then wee put 
him in an hollow tre, but what after⸗ 
ward befell of him, cert amel we know 

not 
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not, and in his ſteade we kilde a Pg 
and bꝛought pon the hart thereof. 

When the Emperour had heard the 
verp trueth of this matter, hee ſaid vn⸗ 
fo the earle. This pong man quod he, 
ſhall abide herre by mee, the carie im⸗ 
mediatly graũted, though it was greats 
lp againſt his will. 

And when the feaſt was ended, euerp 
man toke his leaue of the Emperour, x 
went whereas they lit. 

And at that time it foꝛtuned that the 
Empꝛiſle and hir daughter ſoiourned in 
a great count rie, far fro thence by the 
commaundement of the Emperour. Jt 
befell not long after yp Emperour called 
bnto him that pong @quy2e and ſaidc, 
it bæehoueth the (quod he) to ride vnto 
the Empꝛille iny wife with my letters. 
J am ready at pour commaundement 
my Lo2d, ſapde ha, to fulful your dc- 
ſire. 

Immediatelp the Emperour lette 
w2tte letters, whereof his intent was 
this. That the Emppillſe ſhould take 
the bearer of theſe letters, and let him 
bee dꝛawen at the hoꝛſe taile, and after 

Tl. b. that 
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that ſhee ſhould let him be hanged kill 
ge were dead and y vpon paine of death. 

When the letters were all made x 
ſcaled, then the Cmperour toke them 
vato p pong ſquire, commaunding him 
to ſpede him on his ioꝛnep. And ſtraight 
way the pong Squier recetucd the alad- 
lp, and put them lure in his bore, + rode 
foꝛth on his iournep . Wien her had 
rydden th: oꝛ foure dates on his tours 
nep, in an euening he came vato a Ca⸗ 
{tle wher as dwelt a knight, and gently 
deſired him of a nights lodging. 

The knight ſeeing and berholding the 
good fauour of this young ſquier, graũ⸗ 
ted him lodginge, and made him god 
cheere and well to fare, and alter ward 
b:ouaht him vnto his chamber, when 
her was there, he went to bed: And im⸗ 
mediatlp fell on pe, foz he was full 
wery of his iournep, and fo2got his bore 
with the Letters Iying opcnly in his 
chamber. 

lhen the knight ſaw the boxe, her 
opened it, and found che letters ſcaled 
with y Emperdurs ſigne manuel, x was 
greatly tempicd to open them, 4 at the 
laſt 
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laſt, h& opened them full ſubfylly , and 
than he redde how the Empꝛeſſe vpon 
paine of death ſhoulde put the bearer 
of them to death, aud then he was right 
ſo2rowfull, and ſaide within himſelfe, 
Alas (quod he, ) it is great pitie to de⸗ 
ſtrop ſuch a fapꝛe young man, # there⸗ 
foze if J map, it ſhall not be ſo. 

And immediatlp after, the kntaht ras 
ced out that wꝛittinge, and wꝛote in the 
ſame paper a letter, ſaping theſe woꝛds. 
Upon paine of death J commaund thee 
that thou take the poung Squire bea⸗ 
rer of theſe letters, and let him be wed⸗ 
ded without any delaie vnto my daugh⸗ 
ter and yours, with all the honour and 
lolempnitie that can bee thought, and 
whan they bee marrped that pe fake 
him as your owne ſonne, and that he 
kœpe my rome till I come vnto pou mp 
ſelfe. 

Whan þ knight had thus written, he 
cloſcd p letters ſubtylly and put them 
into the boxe againc. 

Carly in the moꝛning p young Squire 
arolc and very haſtely made him redie, 
and 
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and foke his leaue of the knight, x1 rode 
foꝛth on his tourney,and the thirddaie 
after, he came vnto the Empꝛiſſe, and 
ſaluted hir right woꝛſhipfullp in p Ems 
perours behalfe , and toke hir the lets 
ters. And when the Einpꝛeſle had redde 
them, anone the ſent foꝛth hir meſlen⸗ 
gers thꝛough the count rie, commaun⸗ 
ding the ſtates and gentilmen to come 
vnto hir daughters wedding, at a cer⸗ 
taine date aſſigned. 

Uhen the date was come, thether 
came mame great Loꝛdes and Ladies, 
and anone, this young Squire eſpouſed 
the Emperours Daughter, with great 
bonour and woz2lytppe, acco2ding fo 
the tenour of the letters, x was right 
well beloued and molt honoured among 
the people. 

Not long after it befell, that the Cm- 
perour came into that Count rie, and 
when the Empꝛeſſe heard of hir Lo2ds 
comming, (he toke with hir, hir ſonne 
in law, with much other people, and 
went towardes the Cinperour , fo2 to 


welcome him. 
hen 
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When the Emperour ſaw this yong 
Squire leading the Empꝛille his wyfe, 
he was greatly moued within himlclfe 
and ſapde. O thoucurſſed Woman, by» 
cauſe thou haſt not fulfilled my com⸗ 
maundement, thou half dye an euill 
death. 

A my dere Loꝛd (quod ſhæ,) all that 
pe tcommaunded me to doe J haue full⸗ 
filled. Nay curſſed woman ſapde the 
Emperour, it is not ſo, fo2 J w2oke to 
the that thou ſholdeſt put him fo death, 
and now J ſer him altue. 

My Lo2d quod the Empꝛiſſe, ſaueing 
pour grace, pou wꝛote to me p J ſhould 
giue him pour dauhter to wpfe, and 
that on papn of death, in witneſle wher⸗ 
ok loe here pour letters with pour cune 
ſeale manuell. 

When the Emperour heard, this, her 
wondred greatly and ſapd. Is he eſpow⸗ 
ſed then to my daughter. Vea ſothly 
ſapd the Empꝛeſſe, long agoe with much 
ſolempnitte and great wozſhippe , and 
as J perceiue your Daughter is with 
childe. 

than 
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Than ſapde the Emperour. O thou [025 
Jelu Chꝛiſt it is great folly ro ſtr iue a⸗ 
gainſt thy oꝛdinaunce, therefoze ſith if 
is ſo, thy will muſt needes be fulfilled. 
And with that he twke his ſonne in law 
it his armes and kiſſed him, which after 
his death was Emperour, and ended his 
life in reſt and peace. 


Tlie Morall. 


i This emperour map betoken Herod, 
oꝛ elſe euerp ty2annt which walked as 
lone without truth, till he came to the 
foſters houſe, that is to ſap, the Church 
which is the houſe of God. This He- 
rode would haue ſlaine this childe Jeſu, 
wherefoze he ſent meſſengers to ſ&ke 
him, accoꝛding to the ſcripture of ſaint 
Mathew, telling howhe commaunded 
the th:e kings to ſeeke him, and bing 
hum tidings againe where he was, that 
he might come and woꝛſhip him allſo, 
but this ſaide he not fo2 loue , but foz 


deccipt. 
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The Foſter betokeneth Ioſeph our La⸗ 
dies huſband which kept him. 

But when the meſlengers came, that is 
to ſap, wyen the th: kinges came, they 
flew him not, but woꝛſhipped him on 
their kners, and left him in the holow 
free of his Godhead. The Carle that 
came and found this childe, betokeneth 
the holy ghoſt, which warned loleph by 
the Angell in his le&pe , that he ſhould 


take our Lady and his ſonne and flee in 


to the lande of Egipt. 

This moꝛalit ie, map be vndeſtode 
otherwiſe . This Cmperour map beto⸗ 
ken a ſinner that walketh in the tozreſt 
of this world, ſeeking vanities # nought 
elſe, vnto the time he come to the houſe 
of god. there he is receiued benignelp 
of the Pꝛelate of the Churche, if her 
will obey the Commaundementes of 
GOD. 

But many of vs now a dapes fleepe 
in the Churche, when they p2anyſe 
not accoꝛding to their pꝛofeſſion, and 
therefoꝛe ought they alſo fo dꝛeade thee 
vopces which J haue rehearſed * 

q 
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firſt fake , that map be vnderffode the 
great beniſit that he gaue thee when her 
put in thee a ſoule, made at his owne lis 
militude. By the ſecond take, is wnders 
ftode the ſonne of the father of heauen, 
which was bo2ne of the bleſſed Uirgin 


Nlary. By the third take is vnderſtode 


the ſame ſonne of God, which dyed vpon 
the crolſe. 

By the firſt peelde, is under ſtod, that 
wee ought to yeeld our Soule vnto all⸗ 
mightie God, as cleane 4 as taire as hee 
gaue it vs aiter our regeneration in 
baptiſme. Bp the ſecond peld, is vnder⸗ 
ſtod, that we ought to peld honour, woz- 
ſhip, and loue vnto Almightie God and 
man. By the third pelde, is vnderſtode, 
that we ought to peld to God true con⸗ 
fell:on of faith, tontricion af hart, and 
amendement of lite. 

The firſt flee, bœfdkeneth ſinne which 
we ſhould flee, The ſecond flee, betoke⸗ 
ncth the woꝛld which we ſhould flee, fo 
the great falſehode g temptations that 
are therein. The third fle, betokeneth 
cuerlaſting painc, the which we ought 
to flex, th2ough faith and hir fruits, by 

the 
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kpzant: She lpeth, fo: ſhe is my wife, 
and J haue found hir in adultry with 
an other man, and therefoꝛe J will flea 
hir. Than lade the knight: J beleue 
better the woman tht ther, fo2 loc the 
fokcns of truth appere openly in hir vis 
ſage, that thou hat rauiſhed hir, there⸗ 
foe wit I fight with the foꝛ hir deliue⸗ 
raunce. And immediateip they buckled 
both together 4 fought egerlp till they 
were both ſoꝛe wounded. Neaertheleſſe 
the knight obtayned the vidoꝛie, & put 
the tyꝛant to flight. 

Then ſaid the night vnfo the woman, 
Loe, J haue ſuffered foꝛ thy loue many 
ſoze Wounds, and haue ſaued thee from 
thy death, wilt thou therefo2 Ye pꝛomiſe 
to be my wife. LETT 

That J deſie pou qtroviſhe, with all mp 
hart, and therevpon J defake -thee my 


trouth. When ſhe wers thus enſurcd, 


than ſaid the unighe as foloweth. 


Meere boſide is my Caſtell, go thether 


and abydo there tall 3 haue viſited mp 
frienvsand'mykininen,to pꝛouide fo2 
all khingesn&dofull «+ our weddinge, 

u. foz 
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firſt fake , that may be vnder ſtode the 
great beniſit that he gaue thee when her 
put in thee a ſoule, made at his owne lis 
militude. By the ſecond take, is wnders 
ftode the ſonne of the father of heauen, 
which was bo2ne of the bleſſed UWirgin 


Nlary. By the third take is vnderſtode 


the ſame ſonne of God, which dyed vpon 
the croſſe. 

By the firſt peelde, is under ſtod, that 
we ought to yeeld our Soule vnto all⸗ 
mightie God, as cleane 4 as taire as hee 
gaue it vs aiter our regeneration in 
baptiſme. Bp the lecond peld, is vnder⸗ 
ſtod, that we ought to peld honour, woz⸗ 
ſhip, and loue vato Almightie God and 
man. By the third pelde, is vnderſtode, 
that we ought to peld to God true con⸗ 
feſlion of faith, contricion af hart, and 
amendement of life. 

The fart flee, beefokencth ſinne which 
we ſhould flee, The ſecond flee, betoke⸗ 
neth the woꝛld which we ſhould flee, fo 
the great fallchode 4 temptations that 
are therein. The third fle, betokeneth 
cuerlaſting paine, the which we ought 
to ſlœ, thꝛough faith and hir fruits, by 

the 
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kpꝛant: She lpeth, fo2 ſhe is my wife, 
and J haue found hir in adultry with 
an other man, and therefoꝛe J will flea 
hir. Than ſayde the knight: J beleue 
better the woman the the, fo2 loc the 
tokens of fruth appere openly in hir vis 
ſage, that thon halt rauiſhed hir, there⸗ 
foze wil J fight with thee foꝛ hir deliue⸗ 
raunce.'And immediateip they buckled 
both together 4 fought egerly till they 
were both ſoꝛe wounded. Keuerthelelle 
the knight obtapned the vidozte, & put 
the tyꝛand to flight, 

Then ſaid the knight vnto the woman, 
Loe, J haue ſuffered fo2 thy lone many 
ſoze wounds, and haue ſaued thee from 
thy death, wilt thou ter pꝛomiſe 

to be my wife. | : 
That J'deſiee vou goon, with all my 
hart, and therevpon J detake the my 
trouth. When ſhe was thus enſured, 
than ſaid theunighe as'foloweth. | 
- Beereboliddis my Caſtell, go thether | 
and abyds there till 3 haue viſited mp 
friends and my kinſmon, to pombe fo2 
all khinges n&veſull fo2 our weddinge, 
X. ü. fo; 


The Hiſtoric of 


fo2 I purpole to make a great feaſt foz 
thine honour and wo2ſhip . My Lozd 
quod ſhe,J am ready fo fulfill pour wil. 
Than went the foꝛth vnto the Caſtell, 
where as ſhe was wozlhipfully recep⸗ 

ued. And the night went vnto his 
friends fo2 to make him readie againſt 
the day ol marriage. Jn d meane while 
tame Poncianus the tirant to p knights 
Caſtell, and pꝛaped hir that hee might 
ſpeake with hir. Than came ſhe downe 
from the caſtell to him. This tirant ſub⸗ 
filly flattered hir, 1 ſaide: Gent le loue 
ik it pleaſe you to conſent to me J ſhall 
giue pou both golde and ſiluer, ę greate 
riches, and J ſhall be pour ſeruaunt, E 
pe my ſoueraigne. When the woman 
heard this, full lightly Chee was decep⸗ 
ued through his flattering language, £# 
graunted him to be his wife, and toke 
him with hir into the caffell. 

It was not long after but that thys 
knight came home and found the caſtell 
gate ſhutte, and knocked there at, but 
longe it was ere he might haue an aun⸗ 


were. And at the laſt the Woman 
came 


Geſta Romanorum. I55 


came and demaunded why hee 3 
at the gate. Then ſatde hre fo hir: O 

deere lady why halt thou ſo ſone chaun⸗ 
ged mp loue: let me come in. Nay ſurelp 
ſaid ſhe, thou ſhalt not come here, fo2 J 


haue here with me my loue, which J lo⸗ 


ued befoꝛe. Remember quod the knight 
thou gaueſt me thy troth to be my wife, 
and how J ſaued the from death, and if 
thou ponder not thy faith, beehold my 
wounds which J haue ſuffred in my bo- 
dy foꝛ thy loue. And anone he vnclothed 
himſelfe naked ſaue his hoſen, that he 
might ſhew his woundes openly . But 
ſhe would not fee them, ne ſpeake moꝛe 
with him, but ſhet faſt the gate went 
hir way. And when the knight ſaw this, 
he went fo the Jaffice & made his com- 
plaint to him;p2aying him to giue right 
wife iudgment on this tyꝛant and this 
woman. 

The Judge called them berfoꝛe him, 
and when they were tome, the Knight 
faid thus: My Loꝛd quod hœ, J aſke the 
benefite of the law, which is this. 

It a man reſcew a woman from raui⸗ 
T.iii. ching 
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TT 


The Hiſtory of 
chinge, the reſcuer- all marrie hir. it 
bim liſt, and this woman deliuered 4 
from the hands of the mee 
A ought-to haue hir to my upfe, e fur⸗ 
thermoꝛe ſhe gaue me hir faith e trouth 
to marry with mee, and thereppon thre 
went to my caſtle, a 3 haue done great 
toſt againſt our wedding, and therofoze 
as it ſameth me ſhe is my wife, as by 
the law. F apde the 15 as to ” 
ty a; bnoweſt well that this 
Pg deliuered hir from the: auds xt 
lo hir loue hath ſuſtred wapy grieuous 
. wounds, aud thexefoze well. thou wot- 
telt that cher is his wite by. the law, jf 
that him lift, Jut alter hir deliucrance 
with flattdring pech thou hat ann 
hir, therfoze J iudgs ther tp d. 
Than ſaid the Judge ta, the, wan 
in lykewile, the Sane 
how this knight laued the rom de ath , 
and therevpon thou ketoke 8 7 thy 
faith and troth to be his wi wk 
by two reaſons: thau art his wi 
by the lawe, and after by thy wie 
trouth . This notwithſtanding a 
concentidſt 


eee e 
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concenfidit afterward to the tx2aunf, 
and'b26dghtelk him into the Unightes 
Caffell;'+ chotteſt the gate againſt the 
ight,änd Woulolk not ler his wounds 
Which he ſuffered fo2 thy loue, and ther⸗ 
foe F indge ther to bes hanged. And ſo 
kt was dons, both the raniſher,and thee 
chat was rauiſhtd were condempned to 
the death, wherefoꝛe tuerie man pꝛai⸗ 
ſed 15 iudgt fo; his dae wile iudge⸗ 
W 
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"This Ewperent bifkentth the fa 
ther of Hennen, which oꝛdained foz a 
law that ir the ſoule of man were ras 
niſhed-from God by finne, the ſauer of 
the lome Thould eſpouſe hir, if him lift, 
Lhye'w3man that was rauiched berto⸗ 
keneth the ſoule of man, which was ra- 
uiſhed by ſinne of our fozefather Adam 
t led out of Paradiſe, into 5 p foꝛreſt of this 
wꝛetched wozld by p tirant Poncianus 

X. ili. which 


onely defogledhir r by ator of the be⸗ 
ritage of bcaucn,but alſo her would ley 
bir with eucrlaſting paine. But the 
ſouls cryed with a high voice, whole 
crpe our Lozd Jeſu Chꝛiſt heard. 
This cry was made when Adam cryed 
after the oyle of mercie. And p Patry⸗ 
arkes E pꝛophets crycd foꝛ remedy, lap⸗ 
ing thete wozdes: O thou highneſſe in 
the Caſt, and ſo fa2th,viſite thou vs. it, 
The knight betokeneth our Lo2d Jefit 
Chꝛiſt, which came from Heauen, and 
fought with the tyzant, that is to ſay, 
the dinell, both they were ſoze woun⸗ 
ded, Foz our Lo2d Jcſu Chꝛiſt was 
wounded in the fleſh, e the dmell may⸗ 
med in his kingdome, wherloze the wo- 
man, that is to ſap, the ſoule gaue hir 
faith and troth vnto almightie GOD 
when he became chꝛiſtian, ſaping theſe 
woꝛdes: J fozlake the Diuell and all 
bis pꝛide, and belerue in God the father 
almightie. 
Than oꝛdayned our L oꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt 
a marriage betweene him and hir, with 
the 


* 


3 

Ac; 

oft 

doze u. 

that In. 
ſinner wil r 
which ley” 
ſhewco þ * 


